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The homeowners 
were delighted when 
they discovered this 
historical, square-log 
gem perched high 
atop a hill that 
offers astounding 
views of the verdant 
farmland, rolling 
hills and distant 
waters of Georgian 
Bay. Any time of 
year, the setting is 
idyllic and serene. 
Woodpeckers 
constantly tap-tap 
on the home’s 
timbers; fortunately, 
a metal roof 
installed by the 
previous owners 
discourages the 
incessant pecking. 
The peaceful 
100-acre property 
also features lush 
perennial gardens.

LOVELY 
LOG HOME 

&re-design   reno

In 2006, homeowners Pam and Bill set 
out to find a special place they could call 
home, with some property and possibly 
a view. The couple wanted to live in 
the Creemore area, but the moment 
they laid eyes on a circa 1860 square log 
house outside Collingwood, they were 
hopelessly smitten.  Continued on page 80
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the renovation. “He is fabulously talented with wood,” say the 
homeowners,  “and he had some great ideas.” 

Rioux built a gorgeous cherry top island and kitchen 
cabinets, installed soapstone countertops (sourced from Ciot, 
fabricated by City Stone in Thornbury) to create an old-world, 
European look, and added new pot lights in the kitchen and 
living area, a beaded wood ceiling in both rooms, as well as a 
beaded mudroom wall.

Initially, the entire main floor, including the kitchen, was 
carpeted. At Rioux’s suggestion, out came the carpet. “We now 
have new, slightly distressed pine floors in the kitchen,” says 
Pam. “Bernard convinced us to install them throughout the living 
area on the main floor, and we’re glad we did.”  

For the design concept, Pam turned to a friend she knew 
at Osler Bluff Ski Club in the 80s. Missy Sharp, of Bramwell 
Sharp Design, and partner Jennifer Bramwell, implemented 
an overall vision for the homeowners’ renovation, carefully 
selecting numerous materials, fixtures and local art to reflect 
the homeowners’ tastes. “When Bill and I realized we wanted 
to spruce up the farm, I couldn’t wait to call Missy,” says Pam. “I 
always thought she had incredible flair and taste.” 

Bramwell Sharp Design selected paint colours for the kitchen 
island and cupboards, and sourced a farm-scene mural of hand-
painted kitchen tiles from England, as a nod to homeowner Bill’s 
love of cows. 

“When we drove up the driveway with our real estate 
agent, Cheryl MacLaurin of Chestnut Park Real Estate Ltd. in 
Creemore,” recalls Pam, “we started to get excited. I remember 
getting out of the car and seeing a charming, old log house with 
a wonderful view of Collingwood and the Bay.” The couple 
purchased the 100-acre property and moved into their new home 
in September 2007.

The previous owner, Jim Conklin, of the famous county fair 
Conklin Shows, was a collector of Canadiana furniture. When 
Pam asked if he would be interested in selling a few pieces, he 
generously told them to pick what they wanted, and that’s how 
Pam and Bill ended up with most of his antique pine furniture, 
and with what Conklin’s children referred to as “the death wall,” 
a fun and funky display of old farm implements.

The log house was completely taken apart and modernized 
with new wiring, plumbing, insulation and a new furnace in 
1967. The timbers were as warm as toast during the winter 
months, but as with any historical home, many areas were still in 
need of improvement.  

In March 2011, the home’s old oven unexpectedly turned 
itself on, threatening to send the ancient timbers up in smoke. 
That’s when the homeowners decided to modernize the kitchen, 
hiring Thornbury cabinetmaker Bernard Rioux of Bernard 
Rioux Cabinet Maker Inc. for the construction phase of 

Continued on page 82

Bramwell Sharp Design, working closely with cabinetmaker Bernard Rioux, pulled all 
the design elements together to reflect the homeowners’ unique tastes. Making use of 
Rioux’s specialized eye for wood, they bumped up the rustic feel of the log and chink 
abode by installing a distressed pine floor throughout the main living area. OPPOSITE 
TOP: “This log home has such authenticity,” says Missy Sharp. “It’s old, humble, and 
unique, yet lovingly cared for. From the moment you enter the space, you can sense 
how much the homeowners love their home.” BOTTOM: The design team sourced and 
imported hand-painted sheep, hen, duck and cow tiles from England to create the feel 
of a true country kitchen. Homeowner Pam affectionately calls her home “the farm,” 
wondering whether she was a frustrated farmer in a past life.
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The designers found fabrics the homeowners loved for the living 
room sofa and armchair slipcovers, as well as a rocking chair cushion 
and fabric seat cushions for the dining room chairs. They sourced a 
soft aqua, off-white runner for the pine stairs (which Rioux lovingly 
restored to their original condition) and upstairs hall (Dean’s Carpet 
One Floor & Home), and helped Pam choose a beautiful wool living 
room rug (Elte). 

“Instead of buying new pieces, we sourced fabrics to recover existing 
furniture and added new carpets,” explains Missy. “In a nutshell, we 
didn’t change their home, we just helped add to it.”

The second-floor bathroom was also renovated. Rioux refurbished 
the existing pine floor, and built cabinets and a luxuriously 
grained walnut countertop, while the Bramwell Sharp Design team 
orchestrated the overall vision, choosing paint colours, a countertop, 
backsplash tile, faucet, towel racks and lighting fixtures (Ginger’s). 
Finishes were kept simple due to the small space. “What makes this 
tiny room sparkle is the quality of the polished nickel, wall-mount tap 
set and wall sconces,” says Missy. 

ABOVE LEFT: Specific details were carefully chosen by Jennifer and Missy to support the overall design vision. Flow 
from room to room, as well as balance and harmony, are key components in their design toolbox. ABOVE: A white 
bead board ceiling and new pot lighting brighten the main floor; a brick accent wall adds even more warmth and 
character. “Through our design concept, or roadmap, we ‘transform’ and ‘elevate’ the space,” explains Jennifer. “It’s 
during the construction phase that we orchestrate our vision.”  

ABOVE: A 
colourful oil 
painting by Bill 
Franks hangs by 
the front door. 
When he was 
a young boy, 
Franks trained 
with Group of 
Seven painter 
A.Y. Jackson, 
who rowed 
him around 
Georgian Bay 
for inspiration.  
RIGHT: The living 
room is casual 
and comfortable. 
Windows flood 
the room with 
light, offering 
pretty vistas at 
every turn. Most 
of the antique 
pine furniture 
belonged to the 
previous owner. 
The end tables 
were purchased 
at Dovetail 
Interiors.

Continued on page 84
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The upgrades are ongoing. Doug Drysdale of Drysdale Tree 
Farm worked his magic on the once formal gardens, adding several 
lush, new perennial beds. The fireplace liner was completely re-done, 
and Collingwood Fuels Ltd. installed a new furnace to accommodate 
an addition the homeowners plan to build. At present, Ridley Windows 
is replacing the single pane windows throughout the home. 

The homeowners were thrilled with the craftsmanship and 
attention to detail that Bernard Rioux provided. “He’s a skilled artisan 

TOP LEFT: The previous homeowner collected antique farm implements 
and sleighs, displaying his “Death Wall” collection in the stairwell leading 
to the second floor. The new homeowners left it exactly as they found it. 
LEFT: Pam and Bill’s home is filled with an eclectic assortment of knick-
knacks and treasures, such as roosters and farm animals, an assortment of 
miniature felt toys from Pam’s childhood, as well as a collection of antique 
walking sticks. ABOVE: Family friend Linda Armstrong and her Golden 
Retriever Mischa relax in the sun room, where the homeowners hope to 
build an addition after they retire in a few years.

Continued on page 88

www.kaonfurniture.ca 
kaonfurniture@gmail.com
1-800-693-2233
7446 County Rd. 91, Stayner, ON.

ELEVATE YOUR GUESTS 
TO NEW HEIGHTS. 

Sleep your guests in style and comfort with one 
of our hand-crafted bunkbeds. Available in 
various styles, colours, and sizes from twin 

over twin to queen over queen.

greentree
GARDENS & EMPORIUM

• Open Daily
• Locally grown quality  
annuals & perennials

• Large selection of trees & shrubs
• Home decor

11555 Hwy 26 W Collingwood 705.444.2146

King’s Court, Thornbury  .  www.floorcrafters.ca  .  519.599.5055

HARDWOOD  .  NATURAL STONE  .  GRANITE  .  FRAMELESS GLASS

84  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 4

home & designer



The windows on 
the second floor of 
this three-bedroom 
home are so low 
(they start at floor 
level) that you can lie 
in bed and enjoy the 
spectacular views, 
which is exactly what 
homeowner Pam 
loves to do. 

Discover natural landscaping ideas at 
naturalstonescapes.ca     705.441.2174

Beautiful, long-lasting 

landscape solutions 
for fine homes and challenging sites

scapes

natural

Residential Construction | $500,000 - $1,000,000

2013
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with wood, and our renovated kitchen is not only more functional, it’s a 
joy to work in,” says Pam, “and most of the mice are gone!”

Bramwell Sharp Design creates environments that mirror their 
clients’ unique values and identity. “We use our interior design skills 
and our knowledge of how happy people live to create meaningful 
homes for our clients that truly reflect the essence of who they are as 
distinct human beings,” says Jennifer.

Pam can’t say enough about her design team. “Both Missy and 
Jennifer were wonderful,” she explains. “What sets them apart is that 
they truly collaborate with their clients to ensure they’re happy. From 
my experience, that’s a rare and wonderful relationship!”   

Back in 1857, this scenic 100-acre property sold for 25 pounds. Today, 
you couldn’t possibly put a price on the view alone, which is one of the 
most dramatic, yet restful panoramas of rolling farmland anywhere in 
Southern Georgian Bay. Simply priceless.  OH

SOURCE 
GUIDE

B e r n a r d  R i o u x 

Cabinetmaker Inc. ,  

B r a m w e l l  S h a r p 

Design, City Stone, 

Col l ingwood Fuels 

Ltd., Dean’s Carpet 

One Floor & Home, 

Drysdale Tree Farm, 

Doveta i l  In te r io rs , 

Paperwhite Flowers

Bill’s den, a lovely little office on 
the second floor that overlooks 
the tranquil property, features 
an old CN lamp on one wall, 
and an unusual antique walk-in 
fridge door. BELOW RIGHT: 
Bernard Rioux refurbished the 
existing pine floor in the second 
floor bathroom, den and master 
bedroom. The design team added 
simple, yet tasteful touches to the 
small, yet functional space.
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www.schoolhouseridge.com A unique opportunity to own a landmark property in a quiet and secluded setting.

BLUESTONE
Quality Controlled Engineering, 1,850 sq.ft.
open concept kitchen, great room and breakfast
area, full basement, walk in closet in ground floor
master bedroom suite, roughed in plumbing in
basement, steel reinforced concrete flooring.
Available on Lot 5 only. $789,900

SCHOOLHOUSE COURT ENCLAVE
Nine custom built steel framed homes on
nine lots located next to the Craigleith
Community Centre on Lakeshore Rd. E at
Grey 19. Construction products endorsed by
the Asthma Society of Canada, are eco and
enviro friendly. Visit SchoolhouseRidge.com

VINTON
Select Top Quality Finishes. 2,080 sq.ft.
Three bedrooms, two bathrooms, full
basement (unfinished), re-enforced concrete
flooring, optional heated floors for all homes,
pre-piped gas lines for gas stoves and BBQ/s,
Energy Star labeled ventilation systems.
Available on Lot 6. $849,900

SCHOOL HOUSE RIDGE.COM

RESERVED

SILVERGATE B
Bungoloft - Vaulted Ceiling in Great Room.
2,360 sq.ft. Two lofted bedrooms and a
ground floor master Coffered ceilings in
dining room and master bedroom. All ensuites
in all models have soaker tub, double sinks
and separate glass enclosed shower stalls.
Available on Lot 7. $889,900
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www.tiptotail.ca

Pet sitting too – your place or ours!

50% off your 1st groom, or
$5 off for repeat grooming

customers
Pickup & delivery available – all breeds welcome

Treating You & Your Pet Like Family

BOARDING & GROOMING

Spring Deals

O
ffer g

ood
 ‘til June 1st, 2014

88  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 4

home & designer


