
ABOVE: A perfect picture frame to the outdoors, the space 
by the large window is home to a cosy seating area. LEFT: 
Glimmering burnished gold accents add warmth in the kitchen. 
RIGHT: Aaron Miller, Jon Barbeau and Ian MacFayden are the 
team behind HummingbirdHill Homes & Construction.

SPLENDOUR 
saltbox
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WITH RAMBLING, TREE-LINED STREETS, AND QUAINT
HISTORICAL HOMES AND COTTAGES MINUTES FROM THE
LAKE, OLDE OAKVILLE IS A CHARMING BACKDROP FOR
THIS SWEET SALTBOX-STYLE HOME. Continued on page 77
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H
Transitional, warm 
wood furnishings add 
formality to the dining 
room. OPPOSITE: 
The door opens to 
a sizeable entryway, 
made pretty with a 
unique hallway table.

Home to Aaron Miller, owner of HummingbirdHill Homes & 
Construction, the home’s original bones exuded character, but 
it needed a facelift to transform the more traditional design into a 
marvelous modern farmhouse. 

For a contemporary take on the New England saltbox design, the 
exterior transformation included a new roof by All Stars Roofing 
Inc., stately columns to create a grand entrance, and custom painted 
lap siding from Maibec. New doors and windows from NuVision 
Windows & Doors add beauty and function. Landscaping by Stone 
Landscaping & Construction completes the exterior makeover.

Inside, the home was taken back to the studs, and changes to the 
original, compartmentalized floor plan included opening sight lines and 
changing the staircase to improve the flow. “Being a saltbox blueprint, 
it was really about achieving the modern farmhouse idea inside,” says 
Aaron. “Clean lines, but with enough detail to lend to the farmhouse 
feel. The challenge was finding the right balance, especially with a 
modern farmhouse, to get enough detail to show the quality of the 
build, but still keep the clean lines.”

A big believer of connecting the outdoors to the indoors, a floor-to-
ceiling window at the back of the home provides a dramatic sightline 
from the front entrance. “It’s a bit of a picture frame for that big maple 
out back,” Aaron says. A small seating area is strategically placed to 
enjoy the backyard vistas. Big Foot doors on either side of the window 
create an easy transition from indoors to out. In the backyard, artificial 
grass was laid. “Artificial grass has come a long way to make it look 
more natural,” says Aaron. “One of the greatest things about this home 
is that the backyard is completely maintenance-free. Everyone is busy 
these days, so maintenance-free is key.” Continued on page 78

French Empire-style 
chain chandeliers 
add glamour in the 
dining room. 
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space to prep or dine. The subway tile backsplash is a fresh, timeless 
addition. Antique brass Zanadoo chandeliers add drama. 

Originally a three-bedroom home, a fourth bedroom was 
constructed in the upper level so that the Millers’ three girls would 
each have their own space. A second sink was added in the main 
bathroom. A cosy nook in the upper landing uses every inch of space in 
the upper hallway. The lower level was also finished to allow the girls 
plenty of space to spread out.

More than just a curbside beauty, as a builder, Aaron’s 
improvements also focused on the overall performance and efficiency 
of the home. The interior was sealed with spray foam, and rigid 
foam board was installed on the exterior to ensure an unparalleled 
home seal to deal with thermal bridging. “Really looking at the 
building science and having it perform as a modern-built home was 
important,” says Aaron. 

Building a healthy environment is also an important aspect of 
Aaron’s building philosophy. He and his team achieve this by using 
natural building materials, and paints, stains and glues free of volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs).

To the right of the entrance, floor-to-ceiling shadow-box mouldings 
and a linear, two-way fireplace add a dramatic focal point and separate 
the hallway and the adjacent family room. New white-oak flooring 
throughout by Antique Hardwood Flooring was left unstained and 
treated with a natural matte finish. In keeping with the farmhouse feel, 
the staircase by Amber Stairs & Railings Inc. is adorned with white 
risers and linear white balusters.

In the family room, checkered wallpaper adds visual interest and 
cosy furnishings are thoughtfully arranged to enjoy quiet conversation 
or a flickering fire.

To the left, grey-and-white floral wallpaper adds texture in the 
dining room. Skirted chairs add softness to the traditional dining table. 
The more open plan allows guests to spill effortlessly into the kitchen 
or venture outdoors. 

Luxe details can be found throughout the custom kitchen by 
Liberty Custom Cabinetry. Simple, white, shaker-style, face-framed 
cabinetry is adorned with burnished gold hardware. Oversize pulls 
lend to the farmhouse feel. A striking grey island topped with Statuario 
marble adds visual interest and dimension, while providing a practical Continued on page 82

Details, like the custom 
millwork and wallpaper, 
add architectural details 
and personality to the 
family room. LEFT: The 
laundry room puts the fun 
in function with whimsical 
wallpaper. BOTTOM LEFT: 
The beautiful sightline 
from the front entry 
was well thought out. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Aaron 
and wife Wanda have 
created a storied home 
for their family.
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ABOVE: An alcove at the top of the stairs is pretty and functional. 
RIGHT: Soothing hues create a backdrop for sweet slumber. 
BELOW: The often unused space under the stairs is a hideaway 
for little girls. BELOW RIGHT: Built-in shelving adds function 
to the en suite.

131 B Carlauren Rd., Vaughan, Ontario • 905.856.7678 • www.libertycustomcabinetry.com

FEATURED ON
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“With all my builds I try to build a high performing home,” Aaron 
says. “In this home, all the lighting is LED, so it draws a fraction of the 
electricity drawn by traditional potlights.” 

All the improvements add up to big savings, as Aaron estimates 
that the home now costs 60 per cent less to operate. “With a little 
forethought, you can have a dramatic impact on your operating costs.” 

He adds that builders are often creatures of habit. “What has 
been taught to us is exactly how things have been done for over 50 
years,” he says. In the last few years, HummingbirdHill has seen a lot 
of innovation in the area of building science, and Aaron and his team 
are at the forefront, building homes with insight, thoughtfulness 
and a sustainable approach that will stand up to the next 
generation of homes.  OH

ABOVE: The custom 
painted siding updates 
the exterior. TOP 
RIGHT: Every inch of 
space is used in the 
backyard with low 
maintenance in mind. 
RIGHT: Lush landscaping 
is the finishing touch 
on the home’s exterior 
makeover, adding loads 
of curb appeal. 

hummingbirdhillhomes.com

Natural
Luxury
Homes

FEATURED ON:

“We build exceptional homes for those who realize 
it’s the people you choose to surround yourself 
with who make the difference.” 

Aaron J. Miller
OWNER , HUMMINGBIRDHILL HOMES

Award winning builder HummingbirdHill Homes + Construction, in partnership with leading local architects, 

form a high performance team to help you design and build truly influential & healthy homes that facilitate 

and inspire the exceptional.
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