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MODERN BARN
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' PATTI AND ROGER PIE TT’S LORA BAYHOME
STARTED WITH A HAND-DRAWN SKETCH.

| Patti brought her sketch to Pliny Loucks, owner of Great Lakes
! Frame Company. He, alongside his architectural designer,
¥ Melissa Emke, brought it into the third-dimension. Pliny
expresses that Patti “had great vision” and that it was a pleasure
| to bring it to life. Patti and Roger were introduced to the Great
Lakes Frame Company through her brother, Bill Turner, who has

i worked along51de Phny for over 20 years in sales.  continued on page 104
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You can see Georgian Bay beyond the fairway at Lora Bay Golf Club. Landscaping by

Rock Solid Landscapes combines different levels, textures and seating areas. It was

Patti’s idea to have the floating wood deck for the dining area. BELOW LEFT: Melissa
Emke, Pliny Loucks, Patti Piett, Bill Turner and Roger Piett enjoy a drink in celebration

of the successful build. BELOW RIGHT: Gabion baskets filled with river rock offer

unique texture on the rear deck. Creeping Jenny works its way across the top and

grasses add sound and height. —

Roger and Patti have had many flattering comments on the
amount of windows (Van Dolder’s Custom Exteriors) at the back
of the house. BELOW: The timber framed pergola has a roof

so the deck can still be enjoyed when it rains. A gas fireplace
feature adds ambience to late-night gatherings.
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Great Lakes Frame Company has been creating custom
timber frame homes for three decades now, beginning in 1989.
They are based in Chatsworth, but regarding the geographical
scope of their projects, Pliny reveals “if you looked at a map and
started putting pins on it, they would go down the Georgian
Bay shoreline from Tobermory to Killarney.”

The timber frame at the Piett home is a dark-stained
Southwestern pine from Townsend Lumber in Norfolk County.
The style of the home finds its foundation in contrasts. The
black exterior and dark-stained timber beams are offset
with white walls and abundant natural light. Patti describes
it as a “modern barn,” one that mixes Scandinavian and
local elements.
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After spending their working lives in Chatham, Patti and
Roger chose to retire in South Georgian Bay. Patti grew up
in nearby Owen Sound, while Roger is from the Stratford

area. Thornbury and the Blue Mountains now provide ample
opportunity for all of the activities the couple enjoys, including
skiing, golfing, cycling, hiking and boating. When it came time
to choose where to build their home, they knew they “wanted a
community - a neighbourhood - and a view.”  Continued on page 107
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RIGHT: A piano with a view to inspire
beautiful music. Soft leather sofas in
dove grey are extra deep for lounging
when listening. BELOW: Black Montauk
Slate from Floorcrafters covers the foyer
floor. The height of the glass surround
shines light onto the beams and steel
stairway. BOTTOM RIGHT: The structure
of the two-storey fireplace was designed
by Dekko, using a lightweight concrete.
The fireplace insert is from Chantico
Fireplace Gallery. OPPOSITE, TOP: The
dining table can seat 14 comfortably. The
gold interior finish of the pendant lights
glow above. Artwork on the wall is by
Patti. BOTTOM: A soft area rug under
the dining table absorbs the sounds of
happy guests. Grey linen-covered end
chairs add another design element to this
comfortable space. Benjamin Moore’s
Simply White was used throughout

the home.

I
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Lora Bay became an intuitive choice. Patti praises how
social the community is, revealing “it’'s wonderful the number
of friends we have become endeared to so quickly.” Roger pays
tribute to the location as being in the centre of “a great four
seasons area.” An underrated aspect he commends is how
low maintenance the outdoor space is. Backing onto the golf
course, there is minimal grass to cut.

The home has six bedrooms and three-and-a-half baths,
but the priority was to have one big living space, where Patti
and Roger spend most of their days. They see the bedrooms
as secondary, really just for sleeping. As such, each one is
simple and refined. The upper bedrooms, in particular, sitting
beneath the slanted timber ceilings, are cosy in the winter
and airy in the summer. The steel roof creates a lulling rhythm
during rain showers.

Though it only has two full-time residents, the house has
generous space for guests, which may be the Pietts’ three
grown children, visiting friends, or members of Patti and
Roger’s large extended families. Their dining table seats up
to 14, and they like it to be full. They look forward to hosting
neighbours as they settle into the Lora Bay community.

Continued on page 109
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RIGHT: Looking down the back
hall from the kitchen, the door
at the end leads to the garage.
MIDDLE: Floating wood
shelves are used for display and
items that are used every day.
There is lots of space between
the stainless farmhouse sink
and the island so the flow
around the kitchen is never
restricted. FAR RIGHT: Another
access to the garage is from
the lower level, where there

is lots of storage for all the
items that the family needs for
activities. The bench was made
by Pliny as a Christmas gift for
their new home.
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The construction process, which took just
about a year, was bookended by two parties.
The first was an old-school barn raising on
the day the timber frame went up, a true
community event attended by friends, family
and neighbours. The latter was a “trades
party” for all the key tradespeople, along with
their partners and kids. It was important
to Patti and Roger that each person who
played a role - big or small - in the building
process got a chance to see how their work fit
into the whole.

Patti and Roger emphasized that they
“used as many local trades as possible”

Black leather stools are comfortable seats and make the large island a great

place to grab some breakfast.before a busy day. Cabinets were finishedwitha
et i

a walnut stain. LEFT: The gourmet kitchen occupies a corner of the
space and is handy to the entrance of the garage. The waterfall edg
island shows the beauty of the granite (The Stone Shop).

and they were all “top notch.” The kitchen
counter, a bold granite, came from The Stone
Shop, while the fireplace is from Chantico
Fireplace Gallery and has a surround

by Dekko concrete. Both Patti and Roger
recently retired from careers with Union Gas,
informing their choice of natural gas features

including the radiant in-floor heating in their
basement by Quality Air Systems. The
cabinets are custom from Harvey Stutzman
while the doors were built by Desboro
Doors. Patti says Ashpark Electric and
Mueller Plumbing Contractors were also a
pleasure to work with.  continued on page 110
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Walking in, guests
are greeted by towering
windows in the living
room, looking out to the
patio space, landscaped by
Rock Solid Landscapes.
Beyond the patio is Lora
Bay golf course, and, in the
distance, the blue waters
of Georgian Bay. Windows,
from Van Dolder’s Custom
Exteriors, proliferate in the
home, which Roger points
out “allows us inside and

outside at the same time.”
Continued on page 112

LEFT: In the master en suite, a
vessel tub floats on the marble
floor. A teak, slated mat is placed
at the entrance of the glass-
enclosed shower. RIGHT: Painted
in Benjamin Moore's Stonington
Gray, the master bedroom is an
oasis of calm. Summer linens
dress the master bed.

Sliding doors lead tothe
back deck and the hot tub.
The view of the golf course

and Georgian Bay greet the
Pietts every morning.

Art Crush

By Alex Ruston & Heather Cook

@HONOURBRIGHT @HCOOK _DRAWS
www.honourbright.ca www.heathercookart.com

STUDIO AT 65 SIMCOE STREET
COLLINGWOOD

BLINDS - DRAPERIES - SHUTTERS

GREAT PRODUCTS &
SMALL TOWN SERVICE
FOR OVER 15 YEARS!

IN-HOME CONSULTATIONS | MOTORIZATION | AUTOMATION
UPHOLSTERY.| CUSTOM BEDDING

KING'S COURT, THORNBURY
519 599 7695 | ashtonsblinds.com

OLIVER WOOD
DESIGNS

CREATORS OF
ARTISAN HOME ACCENTS

studio/gallery by appointment
1-226-668-8487 | oliverwooddesigns@gmail.com
oliverwooddesigns.ca
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Operating a
successful short

term rental
is not easy.

Put your property
in the hands of a
Professional
Airbnb Host.

Join my Blue Mountain Collection
* Thoughtful touches

® Smooth check-ins

® 5 star reviews

705-606-0170 airbnb
givingtreehospitality.com

Special rates for STA Licenced condos in Rivergrass & Sierra Lane.
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Want to know what’s new in home improvement?

Another standout is the steel stair frame in the entryway. It was

fabricated by Jon Steel with glass by Shore to Shore Glass & _ g < .
Mirror. Both Patti and Pliny point out what a labour of love the
staircase became. Pliny provided guidance on trades selection, and T

designer Sonya Hayes acted as a sounding board on design. Patti was
highly involved, from the initial sketch to the finished product, but
emphasizes that these ideas were improved upon by the experts.

Of the experience of a custom build Patti says, “Some people dor't
enjoy building - I would do it again in a minute.” The couple moved into

the house full-time in June, and are busy getting to know the community o - - -

and making it a home. When asked what advice they would give to L sinad ; Al mCO
those embarking on a similar project, Roger is quick to advise, “Select a ' | e _

builder you enjoy working with.” Patti stops to really think about the -

question, her pride in the project evident as she thinks back over the = - L f WI N DOWS & DOO RS

past few years. “You have to love it,” she ultimately says. Visiting the
Piett home is a testament to just what this love is capable of creating. ox
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CUSTOM EXTERIORS

LEFT: The floating stairs (Jon Steel) are a dramatic focal
point in the home. Installing the glass was challenging, but
Shore to Shore had it all fitting perfectly against the not
perfectly square timbers. TOP: A bedroom on the upper

level. The wood-lined ceiling creates a warm and cosy VA N D O L D E R S ° C 0 M
feeling. The ash log side table was made by Roger. ABOVE:
On the second level a walkway leading to the bedrooms
looks down into the living room on one side and the

front foyer on the other. A contemporary pendant fixture
illuminates the foyer.

If It Goes on the Outside of Your House, You’ll Find It on the Inside of Ours.
Mountain Road, Collingwood 1-705-444-5601 ¢« 28th Ave East, Owen Sound 1-519-376-1624
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