
ECO 
ABODE

STORY JESSIE REID
PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

The homeowners’ intentions for this impressive piece of 
modern architecture in Niagara-on-the-Lake went beyond 
aesthetics. They had an ambitious goal to create a net-zero 
home that would be a healthy and accessible space for them 
to enjoy well into their twilight years. 

AAfter much research into eco-friendly building 
methods and sustainable design solutions, the 
couple found Ottawa architect Linda Chapman, 
who’s known for her eco-smart architecture, 
to design their dream home. The next hurdle 
was finding a Niagara builder willing to 
take on the task.

“Both my husband and I wanted to have a 
smaller footprint and have a really efficient and 
healthy home,” the homeowner explains. “What 
we are trying to achieve is a net-zero home, 
meaning we hope to create as much energy as 
we use. It was difficult to find a builder to do 
this. Either they felt they didn’t have the capacity 
or they weren’t interested in doing such a 
detailed build.”

Aaron Hahn of Hahn Builders was willing 
and excited to take on this new challenge, even 
after receiving 43 pages of detailed blueprints from 
the architect, as opposed to the usual four-to-five 
pages for a residential build. Continued on page 27

LEFT: The front foyer features lots of natural light, 
reclaimed timber, and hints at the homeowners’ love 
of Mid-century modern furniture. OPPOSITE: The 
modern exterior of this eco-friendly home is covered in 
long-lasting metal siding. Landscaping and patio stone 
driveway by Tree Amigos.

Aaron Hahn of 
Hahn Builders.
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“What we really appreciated with Aaron 
was his youthful energy,” the homeowner 
says. “He doesn’t get stuck in a certain way 
of doing things. We never heard him say, ‘No, 
you can’t do it that way.’ Aaron always looks 
for a solution.”

Before beginning construction, Aaron 
worked with Linda to find an alternative wall 
system that provided a similar R-value with 
less cost than the original double-wall design.

As Aaron explains it, the R-value, or 
resistance value, measures how fast heat 
transfers through something. The higher 
the value, the longer it takes for heat to 
transfer, so a greater R-value contributes 
significantly to making a home more efficient. 
It also makes the home more comfortable by 
eliminating cold zones.

“There are many accommodations that 
have to be made for the insulation and sealing 
of the home in the design,” Aaron says. “It’s not 
just pink fluffy batts.”

The house is also built using advanced 
framing methods, which use less lumber in the 
walls because wood has a low R-value. Less 
lumber provides more room for insulation, 

which contributes to the higher R-value.
Beyond the energy efficiency of this 

home, it’s an eye-pleasing piece of modern 
architecture with an interior design elevated 
by the homeowners’ lovingly curated 
collection of Mid-century modern furniture. 

The colour palette isn’t the usual stark white 
seen in many modern interiors. It’s warm and 
muted with a combination of tan and grey. 
Colours include Benjamin Moore’s Barren Plain 
on walls, Stone Harbour on doors, and Lenox Tan 
and Dolphin on the kitchen cabinets. Painting 
was completed by Garden City Interiors. 

A spacious open-concept kitchen with an 
ample island speaks to the homeowners’ love 
of cooking. Cabinets were made and installed 
using low VOC materials by Milestone 
Millwork and Custom Kitchens. The 
countertops in Caesarstone Buttermilk, 
purchased through Milestone Millwork, pair 
perfectly with the colour scheme. Top-of-
the-line appliances were purchased from 
Nickerson Appliances to last a lifetime and 
installed by Strictly Installs. All plumbing 
here and throughout the home was by 
J & R Plumbing Inc.

“WHAT WE REALLY 
APPRECIATED WITH
AARON WAS HIS 
YOUTHFUL ENERGY.”

FAR LEFT: A faux beam in 
reclaimed timber creates 
a striking divide between 
the kitchen and great 
room in this open-concept 
home. LEFT: Cabinets 
were installed using low 
VOC materials to keep the 
environmental footprint 
of this home as small 
as possible.

Continued on page 28

Mindy, the 
homeowners’ rescue, 
has plenty of room 
to roam and relax.
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A subtle element given big emphasis was 
reducing the carbon footprint of the home. 
The quarter-sawn white oak engineered 
hardwood floors with a custom oil finish 
were sustainably harvested from North 
American forests. They are also manufactured 
entirely in Canada by Logs End in Ottawa, 
and were installed by Pro Hardwood 
Flooring Niagara. 

An eye-catching ceiling and large faux 
exposed beam of antique reclaimed timber 

sit in contrast to the sleek minimalism of the 
space, adding character and warmth. All of 
the reclaimed timber used for the mudroom 
bench, the great room ceiling, faux beam, 
kitchen and bar shelves, and stair treads was 
sourced from The Timeless Material Co. 

A motorized Velux skylight illuminates the 
open stairwell with a modern, glass banister 
and oak staircase by Enzokhan. When 
opened, it immediately evacuates warm air 
and cools the home. 

RIGHT: A closer look 
at some of the lovingly 
restored antique furniture 
that fills the home. 
BELOW: The home is 
designed to be a forever 
home with a main floor 
bedroom and second 
floor that doesn’t need 
to be accessed as the 
homeowners age.

ABOVE: The great room 
is filled with Mid-century 
modern furniture carefully 
curated by the homeowners. 
The colours add warmth to 
this modern home.

Continued on page 30

Natural wood and 
coloured glass f igure 
prominently in the 
furniture and decor.
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There were minimal plastic products used during the build. Outside, long-
lasting corrugated metal siding in charcoal grey and Urban Accent in light walnut 
was installed by Permanent Siding & Windows. The roofing was completed 
by Bosco Roofing.

The windows and sliding doors in the great room, which frame a leafy ravine and 
low-maintenance landscaping by Tree Amigos behind the home, are triple-glazed 
Inline Fibreglass. In addition, the home is furnished with pieces made of natural 
materials, including a pure wool area rug from Aristocrat Floors of the World.

A generous number of storage cabinets, made with low-VOC materials and 
installed by Milestone Millwork in the mudroom and laundry, makes it easy to keep 
the minimalist open-plan style of the home uncluttered. Continued on page 32

TOP: A view to the backyard. ABOVE: A built-in bar area 
upstairs accommodates guests and the homeowner when he’s 
at work in his office. RIGHT: A rooftop patio is a quiet escape 
with a view of the neighbourhood.

Design+Build Care+Maintain

   Like us on Facebook               Follow us on Twitter

#10 Henegan Rd, PO Box 1222, Virgil  T 905.468.9557  E info@treeamigos.ca  W www.treeamigos.ca

Your Dream Space Awaits
Our design + build team prides itself on creating personalized outdoor spaces that inspire 
our clients’ unique lifestyle. Keeping current with the latest landscaping trends, we use only 
the highest quality products to construct our award winning landscapes. Whether you’re 

looking to design a garden, construct a patio area, or create an entire outdoor living space, 
our design + build team can help bring your dreams into reality.

FLOOR – Domus Porcelain

WALL – Carrara Marble

Your
bathroom

Aristocrat Floors
256 Bunting Road, St-Catharines

905 682-2672
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A forever home in the truest 
sense, this home has been designed 
so the homeowners can age in place. 
The master bedroom is on the main 
level, which means there’s nothing 
they’ll need on the upper level as 
they grow older and stairs become 
a physical challenge. The intention 
to stay in the home long-term 
was another reason for using only 
low-maintenance and long-lasting 
materials in the build. 

“The idea is, once we can’t get 
upstairs we can live solely on the 
main floor,” the homeowner explains. 

The upper level features a guest 
room, bathroom, media room/office 
and a roof deck.

Back on the main level, the 
master bedroom is sophisticated 
and in keeping with the modern 
style of the home. A walkthrough 
wardrobe by Leanne Mosquite 
Design is hidden behind a floating 
wall. The Canadian-manufactured 
bed and corner table are from 
The Furniture Gallery and 
window coverings are made 
by Karen Main of Main and 
Company Interiors.

Continued on page 34

ABOVE: The master bedroom with walk-
through wardrobe. RIGHT: A sitting area 
in the master bedroom.

“THE IDEA IS, ONCE WE CAN’T
GET UPSTAIRS WE CAN LIVE
SOLELY ON THE MAIN FLOOR.”

KITCHENS . VANITIES 
WALL UNITS & MORE

10-2895 St. Paul Ave, Niagara Falls, ON
905.358.8913 | www.milestonemillwork.com

Come visit our newly redesigned 
showroom for all of your home 

custom cabinetry needs.

Your imagination is our template 
and the possibilities are endless!

CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE CONSULTATION: 

905.650.2699 
www.hahnbuilders.ca

What’s Your Project?Dream

Outdoor Living at its finest
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RENOVATIONS  |  OUTDOOR LIVING 
HIGH PERFORMANCE CUSTOM HOMES

Sparkling
LIGHTS

5 - 410 Lewis Road  
Stoney Creek, ON  L8E 5Y7 

905.643.7337 | www.sparklinglights.ca
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A spa-like en suite features a heated towel rack and floors, with 
ceramic tiles by Ciot and recycled-glass penny tile from Saltillo Tile & 
Stone, installed by Modern Interiors.

Ultimately, this home epitomizes the people living in it, the architect 
who designed it and the man who built it.

“I was able to practise what I preach with this build,” Aaron says. “I 
have always been interested in this type of energy-efficient construction 
and design, but most consumers aren’t interested in the intangible 
features of energy efficiency, so I was excited to build a home like this. 
This home is really at the forefront of eco design, and built with love.”  OH

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
• Aristocrat Floors of the World • Bailey’s Masonry Repairs 

& Parging • Bosco Roofing • Carlton 5 Mechanical 

Services • Cotton Construction • DOT Furniture • Edge 

Railings • Enzokhan • Garden City Interiors • J & R 

Plumbing • Hahn Builders • Leanne Mosquite Design 

• Linda Chapman Architecture • Milestone Millwork 

and Custom Kitchens • Modern Interiors • Nickerson 

Appliances • Permanent Siding and Windows • Pro 

Hardwood Flooring Niagara • Safe Services • Taps & Tubs 

Kitchen and Bath Studio • The Furniture Gallery • Tree 

Amigos Landscaping Inc.

ABOVE: The master bathroom 
features a walk-in shower and a 
urinal for comfort and convenience.

Leanne Mosquite 
Interior Designer, ARIDO IDC

905.941.6063  |  leannemosquitedesign.com

Leanne Mosquite 

Interior Designer, ARIDO IDC

905.941.6063   leannemosquitedesign.com

Leanne Mosquite 
Interior Designer, ARIDO IDC

905.941.6063 
leannemosquitedesign.com

Refined Spaces. Cultivated Style. Superior Service.

NIAGARA 905.931.5351  BURLINGTON 905.633.8555
w w w . b o s c o r o o f i n g . c o m

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS OFFERING OVER 60 YEARS OF HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE 

RESIDENTIAL + COMMERCIAL + INDUSTRIAL + REPAIRS 

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP & GENUINE DEPENDABLE SERVICE 

DEDICATED TO PROVIDING RELIABLE AND EFFECTIVE ROOFING SYSTEMS 

OWENS CORNING® PREFERRED CONTRACTOR

WINDOWS ||| SIDING ||| DOORS ||| GARAGE DOORS

Darryl Unger Bill Unger

45 Years of Making Homes Beautiful!

905.329.4919 
permanentwindows.com

Done Right . . .The First Time!

office@jrpinc.ca
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