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The front door opens and you 
see the view to the lake through 
the windows in the bright and 
welcoming great room.
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hen Allan Dew and Jane 
Kershaw built their first 
cottage in Muskoka, they 

imagined it would be a forever nexus for 
their large family. With three kids and seven 
grandchildren, the cedar cottage with its 
bunkhouse and secret passageways was a 
beloved escape from the city. But after 23 
years, with their two daughters all grown and 
living in Grey and Bruce Counties, “It was 
time,” Allan says, “for chapter two.

After the sale of the Muskoka cottage, Allan and Jane decided they 
weren’t going to make a move on a new summer place for at least a 
year. That plan failed when they found a lot in Port Elgin on Lake 
Huron. They sat on Muskoka chairs by the water and quickly 
decided it was time to build. 

“I THINK IT’S THE LITTLE 
THINGS, THE DETAILS.”

– Jane Kershaw

W
Continued on page 39

Transom windows in the kitchen 
accentuate the soaring ceilings. 
Caesarstone’s Cloudburst 
Concrete tops the island and 
Caesarstone Rugged Concrete is 
used on the perimeter counters.

LEFT: A built-in cabinet 
serves as a landing zone 
for keys and mail beside 
the front door. The 
red fish on the wall is a 
reminder of time spent in 
Muskoka. RIGHT: Pocket 
doors are strategically 
located throughout the 
home. In the laundry 
room, a pocket door was 
used to create a barrier-
free area in the rear hall 
that lets the encaustic 
tile flow uninterrupted. 
BELOW: The butler’s 
pantry is a compact room 
just steps from the main 
kitchen. Beadboard, 
hung vertically, is used 
on the walls. The sink is 
a practical addition in 
this space.
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They turned to their friend, Grant Williamson of Elmo Star 
Design who built their Muskoka home, to create the new lake 
house. Drawings featured an expanse of windows to emphasize 
and frame the horizon. Grant also specified a coffered ceiling in 
the living room and transom windows across the kitchen and 
lounge. Allan and Jane hired Steve Dennison of Dennison 
Homes to transform the plans into reality. “Steve is an incredible 
builder,” Alan says. “He can take the design and make it work.” 
Amanda Thede, interior design consultant at K-Interiors, 
helped plan and execute the details, including a beautiful Laser-
cut wall panel by Sam Davatgar of Artotech. 

This laser-cut panel  
by Sam Davatgar 
of Artotech lets the 
sunlight f il l the hal l to 
the main-f loor guestroom.

TOP: This seating area by the kitchen is a comfortable lounge area for 
guests to have a drink as their hosts prepare dinner. The oil painting is by 
Doug Kirton. ABOVE: Steve Dennison of Dennison Homes, Kaitlyn Shular 
of Bruce County Custom Cabinets and Amanda Thede of K-Interiors 
worked together to help create this beautiful home. The front door is 
painted Benjamin Moore’s Van Courtland Blue. RIGHT: The shades of the 
pendent lights above the island offer a clear view of the items displayed 
on the open kitchen shelving.

ABOVE: The fireplace surround in Benjamin Moore’s Black Onyx extends 
to frame the television. The painting over the mantel is by Doug Kirton. 
RIGHT: The sheepskin-covered ottoman is for the family cat, Ned, who 
keeps Jane and Allan company as they watch the sun set over Lake Huron.

Continued on page 41
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The cottage exterior complements the 
landscape with a bone-white roof by Agway 
Metals, white siding and black Fibertec 
windows, which Allan credits for keeping 
the house cool, at Steve’s suggestion. The 
lovely outdoor landscaping was completed by 
Harvey Design & Build. 

The interior is a relaxing oasis. Black 
windows along the rear of the house draw 
your eye straight to the lake view. To the left, 
the kitchen by Bruce County Custom 
Cabinets and designed by Kaitlyn Shular, 
is breezy and natural with few upper cabinets 
and a simple tile backsplash. The Caesarstone 
countertop is from The Old Barn. Tiles 
throughout the home were all selected 
through Dennison Homes. 

ABOVE: The 
symmetry of the 
rear facade creates 
a calming, quiet 
space that offers 
different vantages to 
enjoy the view and 
sunny days. Harvey 
Design & Build 
combined natural 
materials to create 
a clean, uncluttered 
appearance. FAR 
LEFT: Allan and Ned 
enjoy the sunshine 
on the front porch.
LEFT: Board and 
batten on the 
front of the home 
is painted Simple 
White by Benjamin 
Moore. The 
garage door is the 
Charleston Model 
by Wayne Dalton. 
BOTTOM LEFT: 
Lake Huron’s beauty 
is enjoyed from 
the cottage.

RIGHT: The master 
en suite vanity 
was built by Bruce 
County Custom 
Cabinets. The 
transom windows 
above the mirrors 
provide privacy 
while letting the 
sun shine in. The 
hexagon-tiled floor 
was sourced through 
Dennison Homes. 
BELOW: Furniture 
in the master 
bedroom came 
from the couple’s 
Florida home and 
fits perfectly into 
this cottage. The day 
always starts with a 
peek out the window 
at the water view.

Bruce C ounty Custom Cabinets 
replicated built-ins Jane and Al lan 
had in Florida.

Continued on page 42
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The lounge area is the room with the view 
and its citron ultrasuede sofa adds a pop of 
colour. The couple love original artwork. In 
addition to two Douglas Kirton paintings, art 
throughout reflects their love of Toronto and 
New York, with photos taken by Allan, as 
well as a painting from the couple’s favourite 
restaurant in Toronto on Queen West, La 
Fenice. The lighting took three months to 
source, which Jane gathered from various 
lighting stores. The pale ash floors add a 
relaxed feel to the home. 

“A house always speaks to what it needs,” 
says Jane, referring to the furnishings. For 
the most part, the furniture in the house was 
pulled from former residences. From their 
condo in Florida they brought a beachy feel, 
and from their Muskoka cottage, an air of 
nostalgia. The living room sofa and chairs were 
sourced through Palazzetti.  

“A HOUSE ALWAYS 
SPEAKS TO WHAT 
IT NEEDS.”

– Jane Kershaw

LEFT: Summer linens dress one of the guest 
bedrooms. Simple furnishings and neutral colours 
maintain a serene and calm atmosphere. Curtains 
were sourced at Inside Ideas. TOP: A clean and 
simple marble-topped vanity in the guest en suite. 
The tile on the floor, laid on the diagonal, adds a 
modern feel.

Continued on page 44
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Stools from K-Interiors complete and 
enhance the scheme. Jane achieved a clean 
and compelling look with paint, including 
Benjamin Moore’s Oxford White, Dove 
Wing and White Dove. This simple backdrop 
ensures the water is the focal point. With light 
linen window coverings from Inside Ideas, 
the view is never blocked and every sunset can 
be celebrated and enjoyed. 

Allan, Jane and their team considered 
every detail, from the window panes, 
the contemporary glass staircase from 
Stairworks, to light fixtures to ensure their 
home is a welcoming space for family and 
friends to feel at home at this ideal spot on 
Lake Huron.  OH

LEFT: The stairs to the lower level, by Stairworks, 
maintain the modern aesthetic of the home and 
allow light to fill the space. Beadboard on the ceiling 
is repeated from the coffered ceiling. BELOW 
LEFT: The bamboo table rests under a painting of 
the couple’s cottage in Muskoka. Other items hold 
treasured memories of that retreat. BELOW: A 
live-edge bar uses two antique sewing machines as 
its base in the lower-level family room.

interiors
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