This medieval-inspired custom table

is the perfect centrepiece in the

wide open ground floor space.
OPPOSITE: There are some meaningful
details in this home. Each carving holds
significance to the Lépines.
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Nestled In The Woods

At work, Francis Lépine is a master builder who knows the value of quality
and enduring design. It comes as no surprise that he turned to these guiding
principles when it came time to build his own home.

STORY SUSAN SYKES | PHOTOGRAPHY GORDON KING

NESTLED IN THE WOQODS on the outer

edge of Ottawa, the Lépine residence sits in

a clearing at the end of a peaceful, winding
drive through the trees. Approaching the
home, the expansive stonework by Arctic
Masonry and grand, solid-wood and bronze
front doors immediately convey a sense of
permanence and strength.

“The design was influenced by a number
of different styles,” notes Francis. “You can see
elements of a French seigneurial manor, stone
fort and outpost lodge all combined to create a
true Canadian style of architecture.”

Walk through the front door and you are
transported back in time. Although the home was
built in 2017, it has all the character and grandeur
of a historical property. Overhead, dark timber

beams by Wooden Shoe Timberframe Co.
are accented by hand-carved finials, contrasting
beautifully with the lighter wood tone of the
soaring two-storey planked ceiling.

The centrepiece of the foyer is a magnificent
stone wall dividing the entry and main hallway
from the kitchen beyond. It features a gurgling
waterfall, greenery and numerous natural
elements to bring the outdoors in.

Francis and his wife, Johanne, ultimately
wanted to build something that would stand
the test of time: a comfortable, thoughtfully
constructed environment that could easily be
adapted to suit their family’s needs now and
into the future. Whether to accommodate
the growth of the family, or the aging of its
current members, “We planned ahead for

long term use,” says Francis.

For example, the wide hallways are
designed to accommodate wheelchairs and are
lined with attractive yet functional handrails
to assist with mobility. With multiple
generations currently residing in the home,
accessibility was an important consideration
throughout the space.

Wood and stone are used extensively as
both structural and decorative elements, often
repurposed from the building site. In the living
room, the rustic fireplace is constructed using
stone that was excavated for the basement. “At
one time, this stone was on the bottom of the
sea,” remarks Francis, alluding to the fact that
the area where the house stands was covered
with glacial waters of the Champlain Sea.

Continued on page 57
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In the foyer you get a sense of the height and the ™= .~ .
powerful design of this home. Connections to the

outdoors include antler light fixtures and door =

handles and nature-influenced etching on the glass.

TOP LEFT: The front door of this lodge-inspired home is found at the end

of a wooded path. TOP RIGHT: The Ironwood tree and living waterfall lend
serenity to the space. ABOVE: Francis and Johanne, along with furry friends
Cashew and Baker, relax on the fireplace. The Lépines love animals and have a
number of pets. RIGHT: Flags of Normandy and New France are a nod to the
Lépines’ ancestors.

The main living area is designed for gathering in the centre of the
home. The living room, dining room and kitchen flow seamlessly from
one space to the next, flooded with natural light streaming in through
the expansive windows from Lessard Group Inc.

The kitchen features a large, U-shaped island with plenty of space
for cooking and serving. Laurysen Kitchens Ltd. was given free
rein to come up with a design to reflect the distinct character of the
home, and they did not disappoint. Warm-toned wood cabinetry is
complemented by gleaming granite countertops from Masterpiece
Granite and Marble Inc. and hardware with an antique, wrought-
iron look. Backlit onyx panels add wow factor to the sides of the island,
while a dramatic black granite backsplash and custom hood fan anchor
the pro-style range and wall ovens.  Continued on page 58

ourhomes FALL 2019 | 57



Pull up a stool at the live-edge bar
overlooking the outdoors, the perfect spot
for morning coffee or a quick bite to eat. The
landscaping work maintained most of the
property’s mature trees, but one in particular
has special significance: a majestic white
pine that is a nod to the family’s surname.
Surrounded by a circle of 12 standing stones,
also byproducts of the basement excavation, it
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is a focal point in the backyard.

In the dining room, a massive 14-foot-long
custom table lends a medieval feel to the space,
with an ornately carved base and seating for
16. The table also doubles as a workspace for
Francis when he needs a large, flat surface
to pour over architectural drawings and site
plans. A series of flags are hung from the
beams above, serving as a decorative reminder

of different aspects of the family’s lineage.
Sleeping quarters are conveniently situated
on either side of the foyer, with one wing
for the owners and the other designated for
guests. Each room is its own self-contained
suite, offering the ultimate in comfort,
convenience and flexibility of use, similar to an
outpost lodge. The owner’s wing also includes

ahome office, laundry room and fitness room.
Continued on page 60
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ABOVE: A breakfast bar and wide and tall windows
frame a view of a stone circle and a graceful pine
tree. LEFT: The Lépine family crest and large skeleton
keys help to create this hallway vignette. OPPOSITE:
This kitchen is a home chef’s dream, with loads of
stylish prep space accessible at multiple points on
this large island.
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LEFT: A towering stone fireplace commands attention in the master suite.
ABOVE: Just one of the many rooms in this manor where square beams
draw the eye upward, providing incredible visuals from all angles. BELOW:
Much of the home is designed with accessibility in mind, including this
large shower. BOTTOM LEFT: The expansive walk-in closet was custom
designed by Laurysen Kitchens Ltd.

The master suite features a walk-in closet (Laurysen
Kitchens Ltd.) that is a room unto itself, with seemingly endless
space for storage.

While most of the home’s living and sleeping space is on the
main level, a second-floor loft overlooking the foyer and kitchen
includes an additional bedroom suite. There is also a finished
basement. In addition to the stairs, an elevator is available to
travel between floors for those who need it.

A home this spacious could feel cold and stark, but by
marrying details from several complementary styles and weaving
historical and natural elements throughout, the overall feeling is
warm and welcoming.  continued on page 62
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Thinking of Remodelling or Building?
Request your copy of
'5 Mistakes to Avoid' today!
Send email to: info@sheridaninteriors.ca

Kitchen & Bath Design, Interior Design
Custom Cabinetry & Countertops
Universal & Aging-In-Place Design

Fine furniture & Fabrics, Custom Drapery
Accessories & Styling, Professional Installations

Anne-Marie Brunet, CKBD, CAPS
613-936-7237 866-532-4248
www.sheridaninteriors.ca

GALLERTIES

TR

Beckwith Galler:
Specializing in hand ed carpe
oriental, modern, sales, cleanir .
Established 1993 by carpet expert, Bernie Teklenburg:
His Ottawa, Ontario boutique showroom focuses on unique
sizing and colour co-ordination of area carpets
to the trade and public.
Open to the public by appointment only.

1 Beckwith Road, Ottawa, 613.237.6147
beckwithgalleries.com

Realizing Your
Kitchen

AURYSEN

KITCHENS

KITCHENS ‘ VANITIES | CLOSETS Q

P: 613.836.5353
2415 Carp Rd. Stittsville, Ont.
www.laurysenkitchens.com
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“YOU CAN SEE ELEMENTS
OF A SEIGNEURIAL

MANOR, STONE FORT AND
OUTPOST LODGE ALL
COMBINED TO CREATE A
TRUE CANADIAN STYLE
OF ARCHITECTURE.”

And while design trends come and go, one
thing is for certain: the Lépines will be able
to call this home for generations to come.
“Our ancestors would be proud,” says Francis.
“What we have created here shows that we
haver't forgotten them; we are continually
improving and are pushing the limits
even farther.” on
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LEFT: This bright bedroom is sweet and has softer
lines in contrast with the rest of the home. BELOW
LEFT: The striking angles of this cosy window seat are
balanced by a porthole window, framing woodland
views. BELOW: The second floor loft provides

a great vantage point for the unique Canadian-
influenced décor.
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CARP CABIN

RIVER

We’re MOVING in September!
107 FallDown Lane. Carp | 613.804.3256
Cabin@macleanandassociates.com
www.CarpCabin.ca

Follow us on Facebook! £ &2

First time for sale! - The Kelly Place - One of a kind!

(all me today for a private viewing.

2331 River Road - Historic & unique Victorian home on over 100
unspoiled, picturesque forested acres in Manotick. Elegant country
living! This stately & impressive classic red brick manor provides a once
in a lifetime opportunity to own a piece of Ottawa history - this is the first
time this extraordinary estate has been available on the market. Enjoy the
tranquil lifestyle this beauty affords on your stately porches & relish in
the stunning architectural features & exquisite detailing featured. Benefits
inside include; large sun-filled entertaining sized living & dining with
fireplaces, renovated kitchen & bath. Spectacular sunroom with exceptional
vistas year round. Amazing Master upstairs with custom built cabinetry,
spa bath & a charming balcony from which to survey your acreage. Three
additional good sized bedrooms & 2 piece bath complete this floor.
Impressive pool & entertaining area. 2 outbuildings and endless trails.
Your new lifestyle awaits! Offered at $1,300,000

To view additional photos and video,
go to: www.prepsolutions.ca/2331river

Brent Conley
Sales R ative "

Top 5% in Canada ROYAL LEPAGE
613-761-0123 I 1111111111111
www.brentconley.ca Royal LePage Team Realty

interior design  new construction
renovations project management

613.325.2468
www.valiadesign.ca
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