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A roaring fire in the living room’s 
guillotine Rumford fireplace provides 
comfort and warmth in Peter and 
Marianne Valjases’ grand timber frame 
chalet in Horseshoe Valley. The favourite 
leather chair is from Aboda Decor.

“We’d dreamed of having a Whistler look in 
Ontario and one day owning a timber frame 
home,” recalled Marianne, who also wanted a 
maintenance-free environment, leaving time 
to enjoy the four-season activities beyond 
their doorstep.

It was a love of the outdoors that first led 
them to the property nearly 20 years ago. 
Mountain biking through the Copeland 
Forest trails, Toronto resident Peter got lost 
and came across a community tucked into 
the wilderness.

“I thought, wow, people live here,” he says. 
Their three athletic children were already 
involved in the winter program at Hardwood 
Ski and Bike, and the Horseshoe cottage 
became their leisure-time home base. “There 
are so many people who move to the area 
for the skiing.”

Son Len would become a two-time 
Olympian in cross-country skiing, while 
daughter Kristina earned her Olympic spot in 
beach volleyball at the Rio de Janeiro games. 
Younger son Austin competed internationally 
in beach volleyball and nationally in cross-
country skiing and has been recognized for 
both athletic and academic pursuits.

Continued on page 56

On family ski trips to 
Canada’s west coast, 
Marianne and Peter 
Valjas were captivated by 
the natural beauty and 
sweeping vistas of the 
mountains. The couple 
later used the favoured 
destination as inspiration 
to transform their 
rustic hilltop cottage 
into a timber-frame 
retirement chalet with a 
bird’s-eye view of lush 
Horseshoe Valley.
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The engineering, design and build of this beauty was no easy feat. Moonstone 
Timber Frame handcrafted the timbers and Crown Point Homes put it all 
together on site. The steep incline from the street posed a huge challenge but 
the construction team handled every task. BELOW LEFT: Timbers soar beyond 
the loft, where the master suite is located. BELOW RIGHT: This breezeway leads 
from the home to the garage and the gear/games/gym up top.
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When retirement and Horseshoe 
beckoned full-time, it was a friend from the 
skiing community they turned to for help. 
Terry Michelsson, owner and founder of 
Moonstone Timber Frame, specializes 
in custom, handcrafted timber frames 
and log buildings.

“He’s built all over the world, so it was 
an easy decision to get him involved,” Peter 
says, looking around with satisfaction at 
the resulting great room. Massive Ontario 
white pine posts and beams provide both a 
structural and aesthetic backdrop. “Terry 
didn’t skimp on size, that’s for sure.”

Working from plans drawn by Minesing’s 
Denise Adams-Lawrence of West Eden 
Design Studio, Terry took the homeowners 
through many style options. They chose their 
preferred size and shape of timbers, as well as 
special features to be included.

“We wanted it asymmetrical – like 
nature,” adds Peter, pointing out an offset 
archway detail tucked into the eaves atop the 
vaulted ceiling.

“We wanted it to feel comfortable,” says 

Marianne, who took on the role of designer. “We loved researching 
things on our own.”

When they couldn’t find the oversize barn doors they wanted for 
their master suite on the loft level, they sourced the materials and a 
craftsman to build them. Horseshoe-shaped hardware and V-shaped 
support battens were consciously included in the door’s construction 
to give a nod to the house location and owners.

“I have all these things that make my life easier here,” Marianne adds. 
Reclaimed oak barn board floors with in-floor heating, for example, 
only get more interesting with wear. “We have two big dogs – we didn’t 
want to worry about damaging the floors.”

They didn’t have to worry about many window coverings either, 
but Hunter Douglas blinds from Blair Interiors were added 
where necessary.

TOP LEFT: The floors throughout are reclaimed 
hemlock. The dining table was custom crafted by 
Aqua Timber from water-recovered wood. TOP 
RIGHT: The pine staircase leads from the lower 
level all the way to the master suite on the third 
floor. Murphy loves to relax near the stairs. RIGHT: 
The stunning shaker-style kitchen cabinetry was 
handcrafted from alder wood and custom stained.

TOP LEFT: Son Lenny took this drone shot of the 
home during a recent visit. LEFT: Peter and Marianne 
made their dream of a Whistler-chalet in Ontario 
come true. Murphy and Misty love their new home 
too! ABOVE: A covered porch and custom pergola 
provide shelter and another relaxing outdoor space 
for the family in all seasons. 

Continued on page 58
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Thermador appliances, including a 
warming drawer and refrigeration column, are 
tucked seamlessly behind custom cabinets in 
a kitchen made of alder wood. A custom stain 
complements the Benjamin Moore wall 
paint in Pashmina. To continue maximizing 
luxurious finishes while minimizing 
upkeep, quartz was chosen for the main 
counters, while a live-edge slab adorns the 
breakfast bartop. 

Similarly, Pollard Windows & Doors 
supplied black, vinyl-clad wood windows that 
balance a maintenance-free exterior with the 
beauty of a wood-finish interior. Matching 
eight-foot sliding glass doors open to a 
covered balcony with a breathtaking view that 
changes with the season. 

During construction, the existing cottage 
was removed and the new larger 2,900 sq. ft. 
home required a wider footprint and pinpoint 
precision in setting the foundation – all atop of 
a steep incline from the road. 

While the Valjases’ vision was clear from 
the start, the actual construction was far from 
straightforward.

TOP LEFT: The home was built with plenty of 
covered outdoor spaces to enjoy. Peter and Marianne 
take in the breathtaking views from the wrap-around 
deck on the second level. ABOVE: A propane fire 
pit warms up cool nights. FAR LEFT: A traditional 
sauna is a must for the Valjas family and is well-used. 
LEFT: Peter easily climbed this tall tree to put this 
bear in its place.

Continued on page 60
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Using centuries-old techniques, Moonstone Timber Frame crafted 
the structure offsite in its beamery. For the assembly and placement to 
be successful, “the foundation had to be prepped within millimetres,” 
according to Peter. The couple spoke to several custom home builders 
before deciding to go with contractor Steve Cockburn, owner of 
Crown Point Homes.

“Steve was the only one who realized how complicated the build 
was,” says Peter. “We made a great choice with him.”

Before the two-storey garage was constructed closer to the road, its 
concrete slab was used as a platform for the crane, used for eight days to 
lift and place enormous timbers. 

ABOVE: The master suite is upstairs in the loft. Barn doors open to the bedroom. 
TOP RIGHT: A custom vanity in the en suite suits this mountain chalet. RIGHT: A 
timber bed is dressed in traditional bedding from Hudson’s Bay. 

Continued on page 62
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“We had the wettest spring and summer, and one of the coldest 
winters,” Peter explains. “It took over a year and a half to build. The hill 
was a nightmare. At one point, the driveway got washed out in a storm 
and we had to bring in a tractor.”

Another heavy item to be carted up the hill was the Muskoka granite 
used by JMC Stoneworks Ltd. to create the fireplace hearths and 
surrounds. The main floor showpiece is a faux dry-stack construction 
with built-in lighting, a reclaimed wood mantel and a side cubby to store 
and stack logs. The large guillotine Rumford unit from the Fireplace Shop 
ensures the warm air generated stays inside.

With a Sonos sound system from Simcoe Audio Video available 
at the touch of a cell phone button, the sights and sounds inside pair 
harmoniously with those outside. Taken together, the agenda is clear.

“We want to relax,” smiles Marianne. “This is our retirement.”   OH

BELOW: This wall on the lower level displays 
souvenirs, memories and achievements by the Valjas 
children – including two Olympians and one who 
hopes to emulate his siblings. RIGHT: Peter waxes a 
ski in his gear room. BOTTOM RIGHT: Now retired, 
Peter has a special place in his new home to spend 
some idle time. 
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