
W

NEWLY BUILT, IN A SETTING WHERE
MUCH OF ITS NATURAL SURROUNDINGS
HAVE BEEN LEFT UNTOUCHED,
ARMANDO PAGLIARI’S COTTAGE
ADDS CHARM TO THE HISTORIC
SOUTHAMPTON NEIGHBOURHOOD
THAT VERGES ON THE SAUGEEN RIVER.

COTTAGE CASTING
STORY SARAH SLOAN  |   PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

What began as a project to store his boats, 
the avid fly fisherman’s dream soon turned 
into a unique build – one that stands out 
for custom homebuilders and renovators 
Ben and Dylan Freeburn of Alair 
Homes Grey Bruce.

Aside from its curb appeal (landscaping 
by Patterson Landscapes), sweeping 
driveway and impressive entrance, most 
would believe the build to be a traditional 
home, not primarily storage.

This was the look the Freeburns’ client was 
hoping for. “We went to the drawing board 
to come up with the best sort of plan to house 
his boats, allow for space and provide the one-
and-a-half storey development he was looking 
for,” explains Ben. The plans were then handed 
over and professionally drafted by Greg 
Williamson of North Green Living so the 
build could commence in May of 2016.

RIGHT: Classic details can be found in the pitched 
roofs with stone gables, carriage house-style exterior 
lighting and commercial brown windows complete 
with transoms and grills. BELOW: A surprise awaits 
behind the front door – not your typical front foyer!

Dylan and Ben 
Freeburn of Alair Homes 
give a tour of the home-
away-from-home they 
built for their client 
Armando Pagliari.

The exterior appears as a 
traditional home. 

Continued on page 89
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Gateposts at the entrance to the driveway exhibit the same finish as 
the exterior of the home. The tinted poured concrete driveway leads to 
garage doors at both the cottage and detatched garage behind. Warm 
Estate stone (Shouldice Designer Stone installed by Bloodworth 
Masonry Inc.) complements the cottage’s brown shingles (Grey-
Bruce Roofing & Renos), its beautiful wooden door (Van Dolder’s 
Custom Exteriors) with notable transoms and old-world lantern 
above (Martin’s Home Hardware). “We wanted the front elevation 
to be as residential as possible,” Ben says.

Those who knock at the door may expect to walk into a foyer but 
instead, step into an incredible showroom for Armando’s toys. The 
garage is where the homeowner prefers to spend the majority of time 
when he visits his cottage, unless of course he’s out on the water.

The high ceilings were a must-have on Armando’s wishlist, and a 
main component in the carriage-house design. Polished concrete floors, 
custom cabinetry (Wood & Wallworks) along with custom, laser-cut 
signs branded with fishing logos make this space a man cave like no 
other. For Armando, who works in manufacturing, decking out the 
space with unique and custom pieces was no challenge.

Red Adirondack chairs line one of the walls, where his fly fishing 
rods are proudly on display.

The Freeburns also created a custom coat rack with rail spikes 
(The Timeless Materials Co.) while lockers and built-in storage 
benches (Wood & Wallworks) keep everything off the ground and the 
space meticulous.

Adjacent to the garage’s large utility room (G&M Electric), is the 
bathroom (John Bridge Plumbing and Heating) with a colour 
scheme that reflects the Saugeen River. Browns, clays and sand-like 
tones can be found in the tile work both on the floor and walls. Both the 
glass tile on the walls and the beautiful granite countertops glisten like 
the water found so close to Armando’s property. Continued on page 90

A kitchenette complete with a well-
stocked bar and flat screen TV has 
been personalized with Jack Daniel’s 
collectibles from Tennessee to create 
a relaxing atmosphere upon returning 
from a day on the water.

LEFT: Hip waders are an essential 
component to fly fishing in the Saugeen 
River. A collection of rods and reels 
at the ready. BELOW: The upstairs 
bath with tile and counter selections 
suggestive of stones one could find 
along the shoreline. BOTTOM: An 
organized storage system keeps the 
space clutter free – and makes it easy 
to find the bug spray! 
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Back out in the main space, a custom oak barrel table, as well as 
other whiskey branded paraphernalia and décor set the scene in the 
large kitchen/bar space. One of the most important appliances for 
Armando is his coffee maker, a must-have for any fisherman’s early start.

A flat-screen TV was thoughtfully incorporated into the design 
in the centre of his dark wood cabinetry by Sutcliffe Kitchens. The 
earth-toned granite and tumbled stone backsplash mimic the beautiful 
nature found along the Saugeen.

To the rear of the garage, what was initially planned to be a 
screened-in porch became a four-season room, finished with the same 
Estate stone as the exterior.

Large Armor windows (Van Dolder’s Custom Exteriors) surround 
the space, which houses a magnificent, Mennonite-built harvest table 
with ample space to entertain family and friends.

“We got looking at it and really, the most effective way to do it was 
to install nice, big windows to create an all-season room,” explains Ben. 
In-floor heating was also installed under the stamped concrete floor, 
while sliding doors lead to a barbecue area where Armando can grill up 
his latest catch.

The main level of the build is equipped with everything and more, 
although upstairs offers another level of comfort altogether.

A staircase (Wood & Wallworks) tastefully trimmed with a natural 
wood offers a glimpse of the living quarters that await.

The second storey of the cottage has an open-concept floor 
plan. Beautiful white custom cabinetry (Sutcliffe Kitchens) with 
glass hardware (Allen’s Home Building Centre) creates an 
inviting space, while the grey, tumbled-marble backsplash and 
granite counters continue the theme found downstairs. The 
otherwise neutral space, decorated with calming creams, greys and 
browns, is accented with punches of red from the small appliances 
in the kitchen. 

Beneath your feet, ash flooring (Bigelow Flooring) complements 
the raw pine ceiling, which has been stained ever so slightly in a 
white wash (Adam’s Professional Painting). Matching trim 
can be found throughout the entirety of the cottage, which is 
complete with a beautiful sitting room, three bedrooms, a laundry 
room and bathroom.

At the heart of the cottage is a natural gas fireplace tucked in 
a stone surround and complete with a rustic barn beam mantel 
( John Bridge Plumbing and Heating). A large leather sectional 
and a Mennonite-crafted hutch and large dining table add 
to the cosy feel.

In lieu of an island, a 
large harvest table 
can accommodate many 
dinner guests. 

LEFT: The upstairs living space is outfitted with solid wood furniture with 
simple lines and rustic details. ABOVE: The stone corner fireplace is a focal 
point in the open-concept main living area of the cottage. 

Continued on page 92

The timeless design of the kitchen is 
accented with pops of red, and the window 
over the sink offers a view to the backyard, 
where the river lies beyond.
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Each of the three bedrooms have their own 
special features that Ben explained are distinct 
to carriage houses. “In a storey-and-a-half 
design, the room rafters come down so you 
get this little bonus space,” he says. “It’s nice 
because there is no basement, so it provides a 
spot to tuck stuff away.”

An additional large room at the back of 
the cottage was also initially planned as a 
screened-in porch off the second storey, the 
same as the room one floor below. “The further 
we went on, we decided to make it a four-
season place to enjoy,” explains Ben.

Continued on page 94

The sloped ceilings clad with pine and finished in a white wash 
create a cosy retreat in a guest room. ABOVE: Walls of windows 
provide a great backdrop in an additional lounge area upstairs. 
LEFT: Simple sailboat décor references common scenery off the 
shores of nearby Lake Huron. 
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Plumbing and Heating
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Geothermal Heating
Radiant Floor Heat

519.934.0491
bridgeplumbing@gbtel.ca

Tara, Ontario
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The room offers the same features with 
its large windows and custom roller blinds 
(Marie’s Port of Blinds) overlooking 
his property – a setting that had Armando 
hooked. Armando spends a lot of time in this 
room making his fly-fishing ties.

“The property goes through one ravine and 
then you go up and over before heading down 
to the river,” Ben says. “The Saugeen Valley 
Conservation Authority have jurisdiction back 

there and don’t want it developed, which is 
nice because it stays natural.”

Also at the back of the property is a 
detached garage built by Alair Homes Grey-
Bruce in keeping with the design and features 
of the cottage while providing ample space for 
Armando to store his second boat.

And while he may not always be there to 
enjoy the property or his boats, Armando 
can always check in on his cottage or adjust 

its temperature with the push of a button 
on his phone using smart technology from 
Freiburger Communications.

Ultimately, Armando wanted to build 
a beautiful place on the river to fish, 
yet still have the comforts of home. The 
build exceeded his expectations and not 
only has he gained a home-away-from-
home, but snagged a new friendship at 
the same time.  OH

A true angler, Armando’s desk is set 
up with all the tools and supplies 
required for the craft of fly tying: 
hooks, furs, feathers and wire. RIGHT: 
A simple and practical laundry and 
housekeeping room on the upper 
level of the cottage.

A lens magnif ies this 
f inished custom f ly.
 

1624–28th Ave East, Owen Sound
1-519-376-1624

185 Mountain Road, Collingwood
1-705-444-5601

The natural beauty of wood
with the durability of engineered siding.

www.vandolders.com

VISIT OUR VILLAGE-STYLE 
SHOWROOMS:

NEW!
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