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ABOVE: A spacious entry features a coat closet 
designed to resemble a built-in. RIGHT: Trish looks 
to play her best hand against son Griffin, while in the 
background JJ sources new recipes. The Hochreins’ 
award-winning kitchen adjoins a family room warmed 
by a clean-faced, contemporary-look gas fireplace.

PART ONE
With an inviting front porch that begs 
you to set a spell and an updated look that 
romanticizes the classic farmhouse style, it’s 
no surprise this two-storey home in Westboro, 
owned by Trish and JJ Hochrein, won the 
prestigious Greater Ottawa Home Builders' 
Association’s (GOHBA) Peoples’ Choice 
Award. Voting online and at the Ottawa Fall 
Home Show, the general public chose the 
modern farmhouse, built by Gordon Weima 
Design Builder, from among all entries 
received in 59 categories. 

“The association’s prestigious Housing 
Design Awards recognize the best custom 
homes, production homes and renovations in 
Ottawa each year. And this year, my company 
led the pack taking home seven awards in 
all,” Gordon Weima says. “I’m blessed with 
the opportunity to use my creativity and 
God-given skills to build and renovate homes 
– homes where people live, raise families and 
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express their own passions. I also have the privilege of building lasting 
relationships with my clients. It is an honour to be recognized by my 
peers for the work I love to do.”

Designed by Ardington + Associates Design according to the 
homeowners’ precise specifications, the home’s exterior marries stone 
from Merkley Supply Ltd. with board and batten siding accented 
by cedar shakes from Fraser Wood Siding; inside, the layout is Trish’s 
vision for a home that’s warm and welcoming, yet, at the same time, 
functional and without wasted space.

A writer by profession, but an interior designer at heart, Trish was 
determined that every detail in the 3,000-plus sq. ft. house would be to 

Winning top honours in the Custom Kitchen (241 sq. ft. or more) Traditional, 
$75,000 and Under category at the 2017 GOHBA Design Awards, the 
well-equipped kitchen reflects JJ’s love for cooking. TOP LEFT: Because 
the Hochreins entertain frequently, Trish designed this butler’s pantry to 
keep the couple’s dishware organized and easily accessible. LEFT: A servery 
connects the kitchen with the dining room. RIGHT: Builder Gordon Weima 
looks over the home’s floor plans with homeowners JJ and Trish Hochrein 
along with son Griffin.

her exacting standards.
“This was my passion project. I’m a bit of a perfectionist and I don’t 

settle, so I obsessed over every single detail,” Trish says, describing 
how even choosing just the right hardware required at least 15 trips to 
the store. Or, since compromise was not an option, trim from different 
manufacturers was used in combinations to create the custom look just 
as she had envisioned.

“Everything you look at in this house is custom,” Trish says. To 
achieve those exacting standards, Trish found a kindred spirit in 
Gordon Weima. An award-winning builder with a background in 
architecture and design, Gordon earned a reputation over his 35 years 

“We’re beyond thrilled with the 
awards... people noticed the detail 
and thought that went into every 
aspect of our home.”

Continued on page 50
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in the business for uncompromising quality. Not surprisingly, Trish 
and Gordon developed a fluid partnership during the building process, 
where, Trish says, Gord could anticipate whether a certain component 
would fit her vision for the home. Gordon attributes the seamlessness 
of their collaboration to being “on the same wavelength.”

“Trish has a great eye, and an eye for detail,” Gordon says. “Having a 
design background, a lot of clients would rely on me to help them pick 
out hardware or flooring but Trish knew exactly what she wanted. 
She’s got a great flair for that.”

PART TWO
If, as the adage goes, the kitchen is the heart of every home, this kitchen 
is both the heart and the soul of Trish and JJ’s home. Winning top 
honours in the Custom Kitchen (241 sq. ft. or more) Traditional, $75,000 
and Under category at the 2017 GOHBA Design Awards, the kitchen is 
spacious for entertaining and opens to a family room warmed by a clean 
faced, contemporary-look Town & Country gas fireplace from High 

Energy Gas & Wood in Metcalfe.
While Trish was the talent behind the interior design and décor, JJ’s 

mastery in the kitchen – “He’s a phenomenal cook!” says Trish  – meant 
he was fairly involved in the kitchen design.

“I love to cook; I love that journey of finding a recipe, sourcing 
your ingredients; cooking is about making your guests happy,” JJ says, 
pointing out the kitchen, which takes up much of the floor space on the 
main floor, had to be functional as well as provide the perfect backdrop 
for their frequent entertaining. A butler’s pantry, for example, was 
a necessity in order to keep their abundance of dishware organized 
yet easily accessible. And among the Thermador appliances from 
Universal Appliances is JJ’s choice of range, with six burners, a grill 
and two ovens that can accommodate the most ambitious recipes for a 
houseful of guests.

Tesoro Bianco honed marble counters flow through to the servery 
connecting the kitchen with the dining room, all atop face-framed 
cabinets crafted by Gerry’s Custom Kitchens (who also supplied 

Continued on page 52

The Hochrein’s dining room was designed for 
entertaining, with a servery and a butler’s pantry 
storing their abundance of dishware located 
directly adjacent. OPPOSITE, TOP: The family 
room flows from the adjacent kitchen. BOTTOM 
LEFT: The mudroom provides a window seat 
and ample built-ins, crafted by Gerry’s Custom 
Kitchens, for optimum organization. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: The exterior of this award-winning 
modern farmhouse. 
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the laundry cabinets, bathroom vanities and 
built-ins). The hutch, created to look like a 
custom piece of furniture, stretches almost 
to the 10-foot high ceilings, providing ample 
storage to keep everything in its place.

PART THREE
“I think the whole master bedroom area 
should feel like a retreat, separate from the rest 
of the house, and we really wanted the en suite 
to feel like a hotel,” Trish says. Their winning 
en suite, honoured with Custom Bathroom 
(101 sq. ft. or more) Traditional, is a study in 
quiet luxury, following a traditional aesthetic. 
A peaceful palette selected from Benjamin 
Moore hues provides the perfect backdrop to 
creating a spa-like experience, where oriental 
white marble in a two-inch hexagon and 
herringbone pattern sourced from Saltillo 

Trish’s writing retreat doubles as a sitting room, 
and – with access to a Jack-and-Jill bathroom 
shared with the guest bedroom – can potentially 
be used as a supplementary guest bedroom. 
ABOVE: The laundry room, in Benjamin Moore’s 
Paper White, features custom cabinetry by 
Gerry’s Custom Kitchens in Benjamin Moore’s Van 
Courtland Blue. Counters are white pearl quartz 
from Emerald Tile & Marble.

Continued on page 56
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RIGHT: With 
clean lines and 
muted colours, 
the master 
bedroom is a 
study in simplicity, 
creating an oasis 
of relaxation. 
Accentuating the 
airy feeling, the 
ceiling is peaked  
with wood 
beams through 
to the master en 
suite. BELOW 
LEFT: Oriental 
white marble 
herringbone 
covers the floor of 
the oversize step-
in shower. That 
detail is picked up 
again in the niche. 
BELOW RIGHT: 
The en suite 
was honoured 
as Custom 
Bathroom (101 
sq. ft. or more)  
Traditional, at the 
2017 GOHBA 
Design Awards.

“I think the whole master 
bedroom area should feel 
like a retreat, separate from 
the rest of the house.”
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Imports Inc. covers the floor, with an oriental white marble vanity 
continuing the ambience of serenity.

“What I appreciate about my husband is he understands my 
conviction, he trusts my judgement and my taste, "says Trish. "He’ll 
tell me if he really doesn’t like something, but that doesn’t happen 
often.” Trish cites as an example one of the few times a compromise 
was necessary, when their son Griffin requested to have his bedroom 
ceiling painted in Hale Navy, a deep, dark blue that would recreate the 
night sky for him as he lay in bed. That colour appears instead on the 
feature wall of the seven-year-old’s room, which contains a walk-in 

closet with pocket door and a window seat to stretch out on. In his en 
suite washroom, the youngster got to help design his vanity and had a 
say in the choice of countertop (he chose a white shimmer quartz from 
Emerald Tile & Marble). 

“Griffin loves our home, he thinks he scored the best room in the 
house,” Trish says. But members of the GOHBA may think otherwise, 
having awarded two other rooms with top honours in their categories. 

“We’re beyond thrilled with the awards,” Trish says. “I appreciate 
the fact that people noticed the detail and thought that went into every 
aspect of our home.”  OH

With a spacious bedroom, walk-in closet enclosed by a pocket door 
and his own en suite, seven-year-old Griffin feels he scored the 
best room in the house. BOTTOM LEFT: The bedroom’s window 
seat provides a cosy nook to chill with a device and some friends: 
his collection of stuffies. BOTTOM RIGHT: A reading nook on the 
upper-level landing features built-ins to keep things tidy.

The best home is yet to come...

...Yours.

The best home 
is yet to come...

...Yours.
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