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LEFT: The sunroom in this restored heritage 
home has expansive views of the surrounding 
countryside. BELOW: Builders Kate Campbell 
and Dave Coleman on their front stoop.

“This house has good, 
sound bones,” says 
Kate Campbell, of 
KateBuilds, builder, 
contractor and self-
proclaimed designer who, 
along with her husband, 
Dave Coleman, restored 
The Major House – a 
160-year-old farmhouse 
in Whitevale.

Kate and Dave bought the Victorian Gothic 
heritage home over three years ago. “This is 
not just any heritage home,” explains Kate. “It 
happens to be The Henry Major House, one of 
the oldest homes in Pickering, circa 1850.”

Heritage homes provide heart, character 
and good, sound bones. Yet owning and 
renovating a heritage home comes with 
its share of caveats and challenges, as both 
Kate and Dave soon discovered after they 
purchased their house, the biggest project 
of Kate’s career. Continued on page 24
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The couple came across the property 
while searching for a home. The Major 
House had been sitting on the market for 
quite some time, so when the price was 
lowered significantly, Kate and Dave made a 
same-day offer. The neglected old farmhouse 
soon became theirs.

The dilapidated home had gone through its 
share of growing pains from being abandoned 
and boarded-up for a number of years. It 
survived extensive renovations, losing most 
of its original interior features. Main beams 
were cut and it was sinking in the middle. 
The exterior of the home was in disrepair, but 
it was nestled on two-and-a-half acres, in a 
beautiful, tree-lined hamlet on the banks of 
West Duffins Creek, which runs through the 
heart of Whitevale.

The Major House, named after a prominent 
farmer, merchant and son of one of the area’s 
earliest settlers, is surrounded by golden fields 
of cattle corn, which suits Kate, a true country 
girl, just fine.

The couple invested “heart and soul” into 
restoring the 3,500 sq. ft. home, offering large 
stately, principle rooms on the main floor, 
with bedrooms on the second. The structural 
exterior of the house remained intact. The 
couple were adamant about preserving its 
original, charming board and batten siding. 

They painted it a rich blue, Trinidad & Tobago 
by Para Paints – with white trim.

They worked closely with the town of 
Pickering’s heritage committee. “A renovation, 
particularly with a heritage home, can cost 
up to 50 per cent more,” Kate explains. “It 
was very important to both Dave and I that 
we share the appreciation for features that 
heritage homes offer. If you budget properly, 
you can have enough money to do things 
the right way.”

They put together a plan and began gutting 

and renovating the interior of their home 
while living there, essentially building a new 
house from the inside out. The interior needed 
a great deal of work. The walls were caving 
in, mice had invaded, doors wouldn’t close, 
the roof was leaking, all utilities needed to 
be restructured, interior beams and floors 
were sloping. “We felt seasick while crossing 
the halls,” says Kate. And to top it off, they 
quickly discovered there was little insulation. 
Consequently, during the colder months, they 
had to cover the windows with plastic wrap.

Continued on page 26

Multiple decks provide a variety of sun-
drenched spots for quiet relaxation, meals or 
entertaining. BELOW: David Coleman’s office 
displays an old photo showing a previous 
incarnation of the Victorian Gothic farmhouse.

Salvaged ceiling tiles add a little nostalgia 
to the modern look of the home’s new 
kitchen. ABOVE: Repurposed boards from 
the original structure were made into a rustic 
dinner table. Artwork by Heather Sinnott.
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They removed all the lath and plaster and brought the house to the 
original two-by-four studs. With nine-foot ceilings on the main floor, 
they decided to reframe the lower ceiling on the second floor – basically 
creating a new, grander house. The second floor was poorly designed 
with inadequate use of space, so walls were removed and each room 
was redesigned.

A new upstairs bathroom with a slipper tub, a central glassed 
shower, heated towel rack and white vanities made from repurposed 
dressers, was their first project. With a vaulted ceiling of whitewashed 
salvaged planks and sleek marble flooring, the bathroom set the tone for 
the rest of the renovation.

Southbrook Cabinetry furnished the gleaming white cupboards 
in the new kitchen where the island and countertops are covered in 
Dekton, a resilient worktop from Cosentino Canada. Above the island, 
reclaimed wall studs frame antique metal ceiling tiles. Black hanging 
lanterns from Progress Lighting illuminate the space. Double doors 
open to a side porch where a smoker augments the induction cooktop, 
double ovens and warming drawer inside.

Next to the kitchen is a sunroom with large windows overlooking 
the yard and surrounding farm fields. White sectional sofas and 
rustic tables of metal and distressed wood furnish this bright, airy 
space. Remote-controlled blinds from Hunter Douglas regulate 
the natural light.

The couple took apart three second-floor 
rooms to create this large master bedroom 
with its vaulted ceiling and soaring beams. 
BOTTOM: In the en suite, white fixtures and 
furnishings complement the bedroom.

Continued on page 28
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When it came time to tackle the basement, they discovered the 
original logs, which supported the entire structure. Kate explains that 
the tops of the logs had been hand-hewn to flatten them. They also had 
to be supported with a new foundation beneath the original fieldstone.

The couple ripped out all the old windows and installed Pella 
Architect Series wood windows, in keeping with the architectural 
integrity of the house. Kate and Dave replaced the asphalt roof and 
invested in Matterhorn Metal Roofing cedar replica shingles. “I 
believe that we are currently one of the only houses in Canada to have 
these shingles,” says Kate. “The colour of the roof is just like cedar – 
it’s stunning.”

Once the interior was complete, their attention turned to the 
backyard, which needed a lot of work as the garden was overgrown. 
They installed low maintenance materials and architectural details 
for the 1,500 sq. ft. deck, incorporating Trex, a high-performance, 
composite, wood-alternative, with a natural grain appearance. They 
also built a Trex pergola with bright yellow Sunbrella shades and 
installed Dekton countertops. They built a fire pit, surrounded by stone.

Kate, who has worked with Mike Holmes of Holmes on Holmes and 
many other trades professionals, entered the skilled trades in 2005. It 
was when she first picked up a power tool that she realized she had 
discovered her passion for building, which incorporates carpentry, 
electrical, plumbing, finish carpentry, design and several other trades.

When asked what she has in store for her next project, she replies: 
“I’ll continue to express my passion for building and creating with my 
husband, Dave. But, for now, we’re going to thoroughly enjoy our dream 
home here in Whitevale.”  OH
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