
TTheir friends christened the house Chez Miz, 
and although the name is cleverly reminiscent 
of the successful and popular musical Les 
Miserables, or Les Mis for short, the Miszuk 
home in the Kawarthas has absolutely no hint 
of misery about it.

This large, happy, hospitable family 
includes Marg and John Miszuk, their three 
grown children and seven grandchildren 
ranging in age from 18 months to 25 years. 
The parade of friends and guests is endless. 
The house is eminently suited to family 
life, welcoming friends, enjoying all-season 
outdoor fun and cosy gatherings around 
one of four fireplaces (two propane, two 
wood-burning, all from Southern Comfort 
Hearth & Home).

The design of the house is unique – a 
successful and harmonious collaboration 
between the contractor, RWH Construction, 
and the Miszuk family. 

Chez Miz
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Cottage season is upon us, and 
nothing rejuvenates the soul like some 

honest rest and relaxation on the 
water. On the shores of Balsam Lake, 

in the heart of the Kawartha Lakes, the 
R&R comes as easy as the hospitality.

The delightful shores of Balsam Lake in the 
Kawarthas. Take in the view of the lakeshore 

above the lake from the main living room. 
OPPOSITE, TOP: The impressive hand-built 

stone entrance is the focal point of the 
generous custom cottage. MIDDLE: The 
main floor of the home is wide open with 
plenty of breathing room for friends and 
family. BOTTOM: The airy living room is 

awash with natural light and vaulted ceilings.

Continued on page 36

ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 5   |  3534  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 5

home & builder



“This is a big family and we like to cook,” says John. Obviously, 
after cooking, comes the serving and the mutual enjoyment. So a great 
kitchen and “groaning board” dining room were must-haves.

Marg is impressed by the fact that the process of designing, building 
and even maintaining their home has been “almost stress-free.” The 
couple can’t say enough in praise of RWH Construction, who brought 
their dream to life.

Ryan Hayter, of RWH, says his dad started the business back in 1975. 
Now he and brother Adam are the principals and they aim to please. 
On one occasion the Miszuks recall with wonder, their builders even 
brought over some toys for their visiting grandchildren.

Although the Miszuks have been living in the home for over a year, 
they say, even now, if some issue arises, they can count on RWH to come 
over and make everything smooth again. 

The great room, kitchen, adjoining three-season room, wraparound 
deck, and dining room are all on the house’s ground level. Because the 
house is built into the side of a gentle downward slope towards the lake, 

“We designed the house from scratch,” says Marg, adding they did 
research on the Internet, in magazines and borrowed hints from the 
houses and cottages of friends.

And the setting is unsurpassed, with a one-acre lot and 108 feet of 
frontage on scenic Balsam Lake.

Privacy is one of the best features. “At the moment we pretty much 
have the whole bay to ourselves,” Marg points out. When grandchildren 
visit, “We encourage the kids to be outdoors as much as possible, rather 
than relying on electronic games and TV,” says John. The Kawarthas are 
well-known as a summer playground, but last winter, says Marg, the ice 
on the lake was 33-inches thick – ideal for skating and outdoor winter 
fun. The kids are budding building-designers also, delighted to create 
snow forts in their winter wonderland.

In summer, swimming, personal watercraft, a paddle boat 
and a kayak keep everyone busy, but John says plans are in the 
works for a family-size boat. Docks were installed by Houston 
Marine Systems.

With 7,300 square feet of indoor space, six bedrooms, four four-
piece baths and two two-piecers (with radiant-heated floors) plus a 
boathouse, complete with roof deck, the young and the young-at-heart 
have options for sports or relaxing. They enjoy barbecues on decking 
that surrounds three sides of the house and the charming “three-season” 
room which, with its fireplace, gives “three long seasons,” says John.

The expansive great room offers tons of space for entertaining; the 
Miszuks often find themselves serving dinner for 15 under the vaulted 
pine ceilings and on top of the wide-board hickory floors.

The family is thrilled with the service from Sears, which delivered, 
installed and assembled all the appliances and most of the furniture, 
including their induction stovetop in the kitchen, designed and built 
by their personal friends at White Knight Kitchens. The Cambria stone 
counters came from Elegant Solutions. Some custom furniture – coffee, 
dining and end tables – came from Tree Green Team, built from salvaged, 
aged lumber, giving the house that unique ambience so suited to this family 
and the home’s rustic setting.

LEFT: The kitchen is the hub of 
any home with no exception. 
Ample counter space and full-size 
appliances are tools to entertain 
friends and family. BOTTOM 
LEFT: The master bedroom looks 
onto the lake and via the robust 
deck wrapping the rear of the 
home, it’s an easy saunter down 
to the boathouse for a morning 
swim. BOTTOM MIDDLE & 
RIGHT: The well-appointed 
master en suite is naturally 
balanced for him and her, and has 
a big-city style with a cottage-
country touch.

LEFT: Built into the landscape, 
the main floor rises nearly 20-feet 
above the backyard at the rear 
and provides an unobstructed 
view from the robust wrap-
around deck above the ground-
floor family room. BELOW LEFT: 
Built for entertaining, Chez Miz 
won’t disappoint. There’s lots of 
space to lounge on the dock, play 
in the yard or relax on the top-
deck above boat house, all mere 
steps from the main cottage. 
BOTTOM LEFT: When you need 
to keep the guests entertained, 
the spacious family room is well 
equipped for the mission; with 
tv’s, billiards and ping pong and 
even a little “kids only” play room 
built under the stairs. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: There’s a full work-out 
room to stay fit while on vacation.
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the basement features a walk-out and a wall of windows with a games 
room, gym, wet bar, three bedrooms (with en suites) and a charming 
child-size play area under the stairs.

The open staircase features the warmth of the wood surface with 
open risers, intricate metal railings and windows streaming light over 
everything. Over the garage, with doors by Doan’s Overhead Garage 
Doors, is the “kids’ suite” with bedrooms and play space for all, as well 
as the privacy so coveted by kids as they become young adults.

The house is heated by a propane furnace and cooled by equipment 
from Taylormade Heating & Air Conditioning and insulated 
by Thermo Seal. 

The airy feel that brings the outdoors inside is achieved by 
Sunspace Sunrooms and All Weather Windows.

This is a “smart home” that can be totally controlled remotely from 
a cell phone. Northern Lights Security offered “one-stop shopping” 
says Marg, for all the family’s audio-visual and security needs.

This timber-frame home with its earth-toned Cape Cod wooden 
siding is built to accommodate this family’s needs, and to complement 
its natural surroundings. Masonry work was done by Frank Franzen. 
Paint and décor were the province of DTP Painting and Consulting. 
Landscaping was done by Rosepark Landscaping Ltd. and Young’s 
Landscaping & Maintenance.  OH

TOP LEFT: A clean, 
minimalist décor cascades 
throughout the cottage 
with a focus on comfort 
trumping any attempt at 
extravagance. TOP RIGHT:
When the Miszuks host 
family, they accommodate a 
wide range of guests.
LEFT: With more than 
six bedrooms to handle 
the vacation season, the 
cottage is designed for 
both weekend or week-
long holiday getaways 
with room to spare in the 
generous home.
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