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A ramp leads to the glass-lined deck of this Lake 
Scugog log home, designed and manufactured by 
1867 Confederation Log & Timber Frame.

Lives changed forever 
for Mike and his wife, 
Cheryl, when doctors 
confirmed his father 
had Alzheimer’s 
disease. They asked 
his parents to move 
in with them. They 
would replace the 
family’s old, three-
season cottage on 
Lake Scugog with a 
new home that could 
accommodate everyone. 
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W
R. Moore Homes and construction began in 
2015. “We were excited that we were moving 
ahead with a new builder. When the hole 
was dug and the concrete was poured we 
were very happy,” says Cheryl. Construction 
finished last spring.

With its walkout basement, the one-and-
a-half-storey log home stands tall above Lake 
Scugog’s shore. The home’s lakeside view 
gets its elegant look thanks to white pine 
walls, timber-frame accents and natural stone 
combined with multiple gabled rooflines, a 
glass-panelled deck and walls of windows. 
Street side, a stone path from the driveway 
leads to a covered veranda and the home’s 
entrance. It meanders to one side and becomes 
a barrier-free mini-boardwalk to the front 
deck. Either spot is a favourite for outdoor 
feral feline friends Pharelli and Blue. 

Armour stone decorates gardens around 
the home and forms two steps leading down 
to the lake. A reflecting pond, with a cascading 
waterfall was included in the landscaping 
by Jeremy Caton of Cutting Edge 
Landscaping & Excavating. “I feel like 
my son is here,” says Cheryl. Inside, the main 
floor of the 3,300 sq. ft. home is open, bright 
and airy. Mike and Cheryl wanted an open 
floor plan. “We lived pretty simply before. Pot 
lights in the ceiling are a feature for me,” says 
Mike with a smile. “A heated floor in the en 
suite is a big step up for us.” Their real treat is 
an infrared sauna they installed a few months 
after they moved in. 

When his parents, Oma and Opa, agreed to 
the plan in 2013, Mike and Cheryl hired a 
builder to tear down the cottage and construct 
a new home. His father originally bought the 
cottage as an investment in the mid-1970s. 
In October 2014, tragedy struck. Cheryl lost 
her son Michael, who died in a car accident. 
Two months later, they learned their builder 
was going bankrupt. They lost their deposit. 
“We were on an emotional roller coaster,” 
Cheryl recalls. 

The property sat vacant for more than a 
year. Under a time crunch to build, the couple 
started looking at options. Cheryl stumbled 
across a website for 1867 Confederation 
Log & Timber Frame in Bobcaygeon. 
Following a meeting and a tour of a model 
home, the couple landed a custom plan that 
would work for them. 

As part of its service, Confederation offers 
a 3-D walk-through of the home prior to 
production. It also pre-assembles all of the 
logs and timbers and invites clients to tour the 
home before they ship it to the site. “That was 
an exciting time for us and them,” says Rich 
Kinsman, Confederation’s vice-president of 
sales. Mike and Cheryl hired builder  

ABOVE: The lakeside deck shelters a patio and walkout. BELOW: A remembrance of Cheryl’s late 
son, Michael, a waterfall ripples and splashes into a pond at the side of the home. BELOW RIGHT: 
Kitchen Design Studios furnished the kitchen cabinetry while Paddy’s Market supplied stainless 
steel appliances. OPPOSITE, TOP: The second floor loft and meditation spot overlooks the living 
room and the cultured stone fireplace by Southern Comfort Hearth & Home. BOTTOM: Kawartha 
Drapery & Decorating supplied blinds in the dining room and throughout the home.
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Dark brown, maple hardwood floors contrast against a mix of 
natural wood and an earth-tone palette. At the heart of the home, a 
two-sided, natural stone, propane fireplace from Southern Comfort 
Hearth & Home stretches from floor to ceiling. “It is a feature we 
do not see too often,” says R. Moore Homes project site manager 
Derrick Camphorst. As well as adding warmth and beauty, the 
fireplace provides some separation between the living room and the 
kitchen and dining area. “My father was a mason, so it reminds me of 
him,” Mike says. 

Cheryl likes to cook. The L-shaped kitchen features an island with 
a prep sink. Dark quartz counters sit atop off-white coloured cabinets. 
Stainless steel appliances and a propane range equip her to prepare 
any feast. The nearby dining room provides lake views and access to 
an outside deck. She is thrilled with her new dishes made by potter 
Deanna Jones of Barn Swallow Pottery in Greenwood. 

Large windows reach toward the living room’s 20-foot cathedral 
ceiling, filling the home with daylight and providing panoramic views 

of Lake Scugog. “There is a misconception that log homes are dark and 
dingy but with the new style, that is not the case,” says Rich. Emily, 
the indoor cat snoozes in the comfy cosy main-floor bedroom. The en 
suite is shaped as an octagon. “That was a bit challenging as the quartz 
countertop had to be custom cut,” says Derrick, adding that while many 
people ask for a sliding barn door in a bathroom, this style works really 
well in a log home. The en suite also features a custom tiled shower 
with glass panels and door.

Upstairs are two bedrooms and a guest bath. A loft serves as a small 
sitting and meditation area. The couple added a dormer to create an 
office for Cheryl. A professor at Durham College, Cheryl teaches online 
classes from home. “So my commute is a cup of coffee and a quick walk 
up the stairs,” she says. Mike, a locksmith at Durham College for many 
years, is retired. The couple met at the college. 

In the walkout basement is the in-law suite, originally built for 
Oma and Opa. In March of 2015, physicians diagnosed Oma with lung 
cancer. She moved to the new home the following month. “She really 

The comfortably furnished ground floor living room has a great view of the lake. 

Continued on page 46
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“We lived pretty 
simply before. Pot 
lights in the ceiling 
are a feature for 
me,” says Mike 
with a smile. “A 
heated floor in the 
en suite is a big 
step up for us.” 

Emily, the family house cat, guards the stairway to the second floor. 
Ian Kerr of Kerr’s Home Products Ltd. custom built the open-tread  
pine staircase and matching railings.

You Can Take A Peek
Inside This Award Winner!

We create custom homes like The Green Woods every day because 
the perfect plan is a plan designed for you! It’s included in our
Total Log and Timber Frame Package.

To look inside The Green Woods and download the floor plan today, 
visit www.confederationloghomes.com/the-greenwoods
or call 1-877-Go-2-Logs (1-877-462-5647).

The Green Woods is the custom home that nearly 400,000
readers of the world’s premier log home magazine,
Log Home Living, voted among the “Best Homes of 2015”. 

44  |  ourhomes   M I D - S U M M E R  2 0 1 7

home & builder



wanted to see it finished,” said Cheryl. Oma 
died on July 22, 2015, the same day the garage 
door, the final element of construction, was 
installed. In June of the same year, they placed 
Opa in long-term care. “It is all bittersweet, 
really,” says Mike. 

The couple shares many memories of this 
place. They point to a picture snapped years 
ago of Mike’s children Alison and Benjamin 
catching frogs. “It was my folks’ weekend 
getaway spot,” says Mike, who also caught 
frogs, searched for turtles and fished at the 
cottage when he was a boy. 

Summer has returned to the lake and Mike 
and Cheryl look forward to spending time 
kayaking, cruising leisurely on their stand-up 
paddle boards, fishing and gardening. They 
also have Mike’s daughter’s wedding to look 
forward to. “It is calm and peaceful here, a 
little piece of paradise. What we needed was 
calm and peace and connecting with nature to 
help us heal and move forward with the life we 
wanted to have,” says Cheryl.  OH

TOP: In the main-floor master bedroom, closets with mirrored doors flank the entry to the en suite. 
ABOVE: The home has two guest bedrooms and an office on the upper floor.

8 Callaghan Road, Lindsay • 705.324.2555
 www.southerncomfort.ca

Visit Our Showroom: with 35 units on display for all your fireplace requirements
including gas/propane, wood, pellet stoves, fireplaces and inserts.

Services: Turn-Key Installations, Gas, Propane, Wood and Pellet | WETT Inspections
Gas, Propane Cleaning and Service | Wood Chimney Sweeps | Chimney Systems | Part Sales | Design Assistance

A dash of chic, an air of
sophistication and a splash 

of colour make Sunset 
Point as stunning as it is 

unforgettable.
Casual cottage waterside
furniture collection that is

equally at home or for 
lakeside. Collection 

consists of Dining Room,
Bedroom and Living of

over 30 items.

the
SUNSET
POINT

Adding or upgrading 
a fireplace can be an 
excellent investment.
Giving warmth and 
ambiance to enjoy

for years to come as 
well as value to

your home.

With our vast 
selection of gas, 
propane, wood

or pellet units, we can 
find the right unit

for you.

FIREPLACES
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