
When Lauren and 
Vaughn Goettler’s 
home was built more 
than 100 years ago by 
John J. Wright, the 
man responsible for 
bringing the electric 
trolley to Toronto, the 
property was a large 
parcel of land in the 
heart of Old Town 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
It’s come a long way 
since Wright moored 
his steam-powered 
yacht, Electra, along 
the Niagara River 
shoreline to build 
what was his family’s 
cottage, but time has 
been kind.

The four-level cottage, built in 
1908, was clad almost entirely 
with rock and pebble. The 
Goettlers have spared no expense 
to restore the beauty of this 
designated heritage home, also 
known as King’s Landing. Since they 
purchased the property in 2015, 
they’ve lived through years of 
renovations to make it their own 
while honouring its history. 

“We really feel like the house 
was waiting for us,” Lauren says. 
“It had been for sale for five years 
when we bought it. The home 
needed a lot of work, but we loved 
its old-world charm.” 

This charm was also beloved 
by renowned local artist Trisha 
Romance. She captured it in her 
painting Christmas at the Cottage. 
“The stone fireplace in Trisha’s 
painting remains exactly the same 
today,” Lauren notes. “And we 
also celebrate Christmas amid the 
crackling of the wood fire.” 
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“WE REALLY FEEL LIKE THE 
HOUSE WAS WAITING FOR US.”

– Lauren Goettler

The foyer of the home was intensively 
refurbished with hand-cut-and-crafted 
stained glass windows at the entrance and 
black-and-white checkered porcelain floors. 
OPPOSITE: Homeowners Vaughn and 
Lauren Goettler and their dog, Cowboy.
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The Goettlers love having friends and 
family over. So they worked closely with 
Taylor Rumble of Simply White Interiors 
for nearly three years to honour the home’s 
welcoming Arts and Crafts aesthetic. 

“Taylor has done an amazing job of creating 
timeless elements that respect the era of the 
house,” Lauren says. 

Taylor, who started his work in the 
master bedroom, “got along famously” with 
the homeowners, carrying out their vision 
inside the home, which required his keen and 
creative eye for detail. 

“This has personally been my longest, 
continuous design project to date, with 
gratifying and satisfying results for both 
parties,” Taylor says. “It goes without 
saying that mutual respect and friendship 
have culminated in a lovely restoration 
that will continue. Simply White Interiors 
was privileged to be a part of an amazing 
historic restoration.”

There are four bedrooms on the second 
level and two bedrooms in the attic, all 
designed to pamper guests. In the master 
bedroom overlooking the Niagara River, Taylor 
says blue was an obvious colour choice, tying 
into the stellar views of the water. “I mirrored 
that in the indoor furnishings, wallpaper and 
appropriate fabric choices to reflect a cohesive 
vision,” he says.

TOP RIGHT: The formal dining room with a view 
to the Niagara River. RIGHT: The sitting room, 
which is home to the fireplace featured in a Trisha 
Romance painting. Furniture from Jansen Furniture. 
OPPOSITE, TOP RIGHT: The galley leading into 
the larger kitchen area with a sizeable island for 
gathering and eating. BOTTOM: The island in the 
kitchen features built-in refrigerator drawers, making 
access to drinks and other necessities easy for 
entertaining.

Taylor Rumble of 
Simply White Interiors. 
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Throughout the house, Taylor worked 
around existing obstacles, including slanted 
ceilings and uniquely shaped windows; 
for example, he designed curtains for the 
large master bedroom window so the eye is 
drawn to the stunning view instead of the 
low-hanging bulkhead above the window. He 
also designed headboards and bed frames to 
accommodate those sloped ceilings in many 
of the bedrooms.

“When it comes to finishing off a room, I 
have a knack for seeking out unused nooks, 
crannies and angles that can enhance the bare 
bones of the project, producing unexpected 
but pleasant results,” Taylor says. “Attention 
to the finest detail is my passion and forté, 
coupled with obliging and aligning with 
clients. Trust and precision are essential 
when custom pieces are involved in a historic 
renovation of a heritage home.”

Furniture that honoured the era in the 
living room was purchased from Jansen 
Furniture and area rugs add warmth to the 
hardwood floors throughout by West Lincoln 
Barn Board & Antique Flooring.

Original art by Marilyn Cochrane was 
sourced at The Niagara Pumphouse Arts 
Centre. Walls were painted with Benjamin 
Moore’s Cloud White to offer a clean 
backdrop to the home’s historical features, and 
wallpaper was hung by Alpha Maintenance 
Wallpaper & Painting. 

“Everything was a blank slate, so it was 
really fun to be part of the refurbishing 
process,” Taylor says. 

The stained glass within the front door 
and entrance was hand-crafted by Stained 
Glass Services as a nod to the Tudor Revival 
exterior, and the black-and-white-checkered 
porcelain floor of the foyer was painstakingly 
refurbished by Tile Coverings Niagara. 
Some of the homeowners’ favourite features 
include the original doors, stairways, trim, 
mouldings and floors. 

“EVERYTHING WAS A BLANK 
SLATE, SO IT WAS REALLY 
FUN TO BE PART OF THE 
REFURBISHING PROCESS.”

– Taylor Rumble.

LEFT: A view to the en suite bathroom from the 
master bedroom. OPPOSITE, TOP: The master 
bedroom. Window coverings were cleverly 
installed to lead the eye to the view of the 
Niagara River and away from the bulkhead above. 
BOTTOM LEFT: A guest bedroom with whimsical 
bird wallpaper. BOTTOM RIGHT: One of the attic 
bedrooms. Sloped ceilings feature prominently in 
some of the bedrooms, requiring clever furniture 
design and placement.

Continued on page 50
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“It was very important to us to respect these 
elements,” Lauren says. “We took great effort 
to match the original floors and trim, including 
installing new wood floors in the kitchen to 
match old wood.” 

In the kitchen, new cabinetry was installed and 
quartz replaced worn countertops. Appliances, 
including those for an expansive outdoor kitchen, 
were sourced at Nickerson Appliances.

The bird mosaic backsplash was hand-cut and 
installed by Tile Coverings Niagara, and is dear to 
Lauren. It reminds her of the gardens outside the 
windows, originally designed by Lorrie Dunington-
Grubb in 1923. Dunington-Grubb was a famous 
landscape designer of the time, and the original 
plans for the Goettlers’ gardens are kept at the 
Niagara Historical Museum. The homeowners now 
find the kitchen to be the perfect spot for guests to 
mingle and munch. Continued on page 52

ABOVE: The 
guest bathroom 
features glamorous 
touches, including a 
clawfoot tub. RIGHT: 
Headboard and bed 
are custom made to 
accommodate the 
sloped ceilings in this 
guest bedroom.

The washer and dryer are kept out of view 
thanks to this custom-built cabinet made 
to look like an armoire.
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Bathrooms were updated by raising the 
ceilings several feet to take advantage of 
unused space found hiding above. In one 
guest bathroom, equipped with a glamorous 
clawfoot tub and stone counters from 
Dessco Countertops, the change allowed 
for a stackable washer and dryer system to 
be tucked into what looks like a freestanding 
armoire by Radunsky Construction. Jamie 
Radunsky also installed clever built-in 
storage drawers in one guest room, making 
efficient use of an otherwise unusable space. 

The home has three furnaces and air 
conditioners. As the owners of Mr. Furnace 
in St. Catharines, the Goettlers handled the 
HVAC installation themselves. “Walls couldn’t 
be penetrated to run HVAC work, so each 
floor needed its own system,” Lauren says. 
They also added on-demand hot water and a 
water filtration system.

TOP RIGHT: The backyard features an infinity pool. 
RIGHT: The back porch. BELOW: Another view of 
the infinity pool, and the different lounge and seating 
areas incorporated into the backyard.

Continued on page 54
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The property has also evolved. Fairview 
Landscape led the changes outdoors where 
the couple added a concrete infinity pool 
overlooking the river, a hot tub built to look 
like a wishing well, a backyard kitchen 
and several lounge areas, including a gas 
fireplace. All of it is surrounded by the precise 
and intricate stonework of Silverstone 
Masonry, and illuminated at night 
by Lightscapes.

“This house has roots and the view is 
stunning,” Vaughn says. “We love being 
on the water.” 

Their boat, aptly named Electra II, is moored 
only feet from their dock, near where John J. 
Wright likely once parked his yacht, and is 
part of that view. “Most of all,” Lauren adds, 
“we love sharing our little piece of history 
with loved ones.”  OH

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
• A-1 Flooring • Alpha Maintenance Wallpaper & Painting • Closets by Design • Dell 

Smart Home Solutions • DS Contracting • Dessco Countertops • Fairview Landscape 

• Jansen Furniture • Ken’s Ornamental Ironworks • Lightscapes • Mr. Furnace • Niagara 

Pumphouse Arts Centre • Nickerson Appliances • Penner Home Hardware Building 

Centre • Radunsky Construction • Regal Florist & Garden Centre • Silverstone Masonry 

• Simply White Interiors • St. Catharines Building Supplies • Stained Glass Services • Tile 

Coverings Niagara • West Lincoln Barn Board & Antique Flooring

ABOVE: An expansive outdoor kitchen was added to 
the backyard. RIGHT: A close-up of a sitting area in 
the backyard, equipped with a gas fireplace.

www.irongatege.ca

www.jansenfurniture.ca
4700 South Service Rd, Beamsville 

905.563.1822 x300   info@jansenfurniture.ca

CONTACT US FOR A FREE ESTIMATE:
289.668.8771   www.radunskyconstruction.com

Our company is based on the belief that our customers’ needs  
are of the utmost importance. We are committed to not only 

meeting, but exceeding those needs. As a result, a high 
percentage of our business is from repeat customers and referrals. 

KITCHEN & BATHROOM RENOVATIONS 
CUSTOM CABINETRY & FURNITURE | GENERAL CONTRACTING

ALPHA MAINTENANCE 
WALLPAPER & PAINTING INC.

905.380.7886 
mvasiljevic30@hotmail.com

CUSTOM PLANS 
designsbysanty.com
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