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His decision to contract the project himself meant long days on his Lake 
Vernon property, waking up to the call of loons, breaking for lunch in a 
Muskoka chair on the dock and ending each fulfilling day watching the 
sun set over the lake, as he swept his work site.

Saving on labour and contracting costs was a part of his reason to 
self-contract, but being a “hands on” person, Dave simply loves tackling 
a building challenge. He’d built an addition and detached garage at 
his home in Ayr, and found the end result gratifying. “Basically, I was 
the general contractor and I lined up the trades and picked out the 
finishes,” he explains. But this was his first cottage construction, and 
his largest project at 4,879 square feet. “I enjoyed the whole process,” he 
says. “Even though it was stressful, it was still enjoyable.”

Long before his Huntsville cottage was 
complete, Dave McEwan was living the 
Muskoka waterfront lifestyle.

Continued on page 58
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cottage selfie

TH
EULTIMATE Built by Stephenson 

Concrete, the stone veneer 

fireplace glows in the McEwan family 

cottage. OPPOSITE TOP: A boat and 

Sea-Doos tempt cottagers with summer 

adventure on Lake Vernon. BOTTOM: 

Muskoka Roofing Company installed 

low-maintenance composite shingles.

“We built everything for the view. 
When you’re sitting on the couch, 

you actually feel like you’re in a 
boat house because you can’t see 

land. All you can see is water.”
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The two-storey cottage has four bedrooms 
and an office, including a guest suite above 
the two-car garage. The full basement offers 
a lake-view gym, theatre room, games room 
and a temperature/humidity-controlled wine 
cellar capable of stocking up to 400 bottles. 

Design objectives were achieved with a 
walk-out basement, a deck overlooking the 
lake and by maximizing windows on the 
lakeside. “We built everything for the view,” 
Dave explains. “When you’re sitting on the 
sofa in the great room you actually feel like 
you’re in a boathouse because you can’t see 
land. All you can see is water.”

Low maintenance features were a priority 
throughout, including landscaping. Most 
notable is the siding installed by Muskoka 
Timber Mills, which has a Timberthane 
polyurethane coating that gives the wood 
siding a protective shell and vibrant colour. 
Unlike latex paints, Timberthane coating 
makes it nearly impossible for water, sun and 
abrasion to affect the wood or colouring.

Keeping the design as rustic as possible was a priority. Visitors 
seem to appreciate the atmosphere. “They’ll say that for such a high end 
cottage, it doesn’t feel fancy. It feels comfortable,” Dave explains. “That 
was our idea.”

After ground breaking in October 2017, pouring the foundation in 
December and framing heading into 2018, Dave himself was a working 
fixture on site. By July, his wife Tricia, a teacher, and their two sons 
and daughter were able to join him for their summer vacation during 
that busy year.

“We did pretty much everything ourselves,” Dave recalls. “We 
did the window and door trim, installed the bathroom vanities and 
counters and the laundry cabinets. The list would be pretty long.”

Continued on page 60

ABOVE: Potted geraniums add a flash of colour to 
the lakeside terrace. ABOVE RIGHT: Leather sofas 
in the great room are positioned for the lake view. 
RIGHT: Acrylic paintings of birch trees and autumn 
leaves by Maya Eventov flank the fireplace.

ABOVE: Reclaimed hemlock stairs by The Stair Guy Inc. ascend to a loft that 
overlooks the great room. LEFT: Outdoor deck chairs provide a bird’s eye view of 
the front terrace and lake.
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Electrician Aaron Madill from Madill North Electric in Novar 
was among the favourite tradesmen that Dave hired. “He was easy to 
deal with,” Dave recalls. “He’d show up when he said he would and was 
always really accommodating with any changes that came along.”

Tricia, who is passionate about antiques, helped Dave with 
the decorating, interior design, picking out artwork and all of 
the furnishings. They worked closely with Simply Cottage in 
Bracebridge, which supplied most of the furniture. Together, Dave 
and Tricia chose an array of soft neutral colours and did some of the 
painting themselves.

Money saved in labour allowed Dave to splurge on his wish list.
Topping the list of above-standard expenditures is the 100-year-old 

reclaimed hemlock barn board flooring from Northern Wide Plank. 
In tandem, The Stair Guy Inc. sourced reclaimed hemlock and made 
the stairs, dovetailing their craftsmanship into rustic magic. Muskoka 
Lighting Company furnished light fixtures.

Scrimping on the roof wasn’t an option. The low maintenance 
composite shingle Enviroshake roof installed by Muskoka Roofing 
Company is guaranteed for 50 years, it doesn’t get the mould and 
mildew often plaguing cedar shakes and is fire resistant. 

A wide wall of windows 
ensures the lake remains in 
sight for anyone working 
in the kitchen. RIGHT: HD 
Threshing Floor Furniture 
milled hemlock from an old 
barn to craft the dinner table. 
Muskoka Lighting Company 
furnished the iron chandelier. 
BELOW RIGHT: Wooden 
cabinetry gives a rustic look 
to this powder room.

Continued on page 62

Deviating from the popular white kitchen 
trend, the robin’s egg blue ceiling plays off the 
nautical royal blue base of the eat-in island. 
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I N D O O R  •  O U T D O O R  •  L A N D S C A P E

50 Howland Drive, Unit 2, Huntsville ON
705.784.0676   muskokalighting.com

HINKLEY | MODERN FORMS | KICHLER | VISUAL COMFORT
 SAVOY HOUSE | KUZCO and more!

See Our Website for Our Full List of Suppliers

FULL SERVICE
LIGHTING STORE
SALES • DESIGN
CONSULTATION
INSTALLATION

Décor

Feature walls of barn board throughout 
– plus authentic factory brick sliced into 
veneer – adding character in the gym – were 
indulgences too.

Dave opted for real rock veneer rather than 
manufactured stone to grace the great room 
fireplace and cottage exterior, completed by 
Jamie Short of Stephenson Concrete.

The Insulated Concrete Forms (ICF) 
foundation is highly energy efficient. Extra 
insulation is not required when framing the 
walls because it’s all built into the whole 
system. The ICF is integral for in-floor heating 
in the basement, so heat is not lost through 

the foundation walls. TJB Construction of 
Novar installed the environmentally-friendly 
septic system.

The kitchen, set in the heart of the open 
layout, was kept fairly simple with shaker 
cabinets and quartz countertops. Deviating 
from the popular white kitchen trend, 
the robin’s egg blue ceiling plays off the 
nautical royal blue base of the eat-in island. 
An impressive built-in stone-fired oven is 
capable of cooking pizzas in 90 seconds. “My 
background is that I do marketing for a pizza 
company – so that oven was a given,” he says, 
smiling. “It was a splurge too.”

TOP LEFT: The framed sweater of Los 
Angeles Kings forward Kyle Clifford, a 
McEwan family neighbour, has a place of 
honour in the games room. TOP RIGHT: 
Near the pool table, an old fuel pump 
evokes automotive nostalgia. ABOVE: 
White risers accentuate the wooden 
stairway treads. RIGHT: The comfortably 
furnished home theatre includes berber 
carpeting from Taylor Carpet One 
Floor & Home. 

Continued on page 64
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TAYLOR CARPET ONE
30 Cairns Crescent • Huntsville • taylorcarpetonehuntsville.com

705.789.9259

HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • VINYL • CARPET • CERAMIC 
NATURAL STONE • CORK • WINDOW COVERINGS

We now offer
AIR MILES® Reward Miles

®™ Trademarks of AM Royalties Limited Partnership used under license by LoyaltyOne, Co. and Carpet One Floor & Home.

INTERIOR FINISHING

705.774.5538
corbettscreativeinteriors.com

Painting • Decorating
Wallpapering

Design Consulting

stephensonconcretemuskoka.com
And your local Zone Garage dealer

CUSTOM EPOXY GARAGE FLOORS
Numerous Styles To Choose From

SEPTIC BEDS

DEMOLITION

TOPSOIL

DECORATIVE 
STONE

LANDSCAPING

DRIVEWAYS

EXCAVATING

Tim Barkwell
705.789.5964 or cell 705.783.5386

tjbconstruction.com

AFFORDABLE DISPOSAL BINS
WASTE • TRASH • JUNK
U Load / We Load
Serving Muskoka & Area
disposalbin.ca
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LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
• ADT Security • Arctic Spas • Bromar Landscaping • Clark Custom 

Cabinets • Flatline Plumbing Solutions • Muskoka Framing Gallery 

• Gibson Sound & Vision • Golden Windows & Doors • Grand 

River Insulation • Greenhaze Landscape & Design • HD Threshing 

Floor Furniture • Madill North Electric • Mascone Tile • Muskoka 

Lighting Company • Muskoka Roofing Company • Muskoka 

Timber Mills • Northern Wide Plank • Orchard Design Studio Inc. 

• RD Mechanical • Renaman Contractors • Rolston Home Building 

Centre • Sheri’s Living Large • Simply Cottage • Stephenson 

Concrete • TA Appliances • TJB Construction • Tampa Hall • Taylor 

Carpet One Floor & Home • The Stair Guy Inc.

Lately, he’s had more time to relax and 
share pizza with friends and family, including 
his 75-year-old father-in-law Bert Kuntz who 
was always willing to come out and work on 
the cottage, even in -30˚C temperatures. It’s 
Dave’s way of saying thanks to those who 
helped the project progress to completion.

Finally, he no longer thinks of his cottage as 
being a construction site. “It’s a summer home, 
suited for year-round use, but we’re only here 
in the summer right now,’’ he says. “Too much 
hockey with kids right now, but down the 
road? Probably a retirement home, we’ll see. I 
hate having to go back to the city.”  OH

LEFT: Double beds in this top-floor bedroom can sleep an entire family. BELOW 
LEFT: A serene autumn landscape, photographed by Peter Lik, lends tranquility to 
the master bedroom. BELOW: The loft offers a quiet space for reading or relaxing. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: The en suite bath holds a soaker tub and double sinks.
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