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CLASSIC FORM
FAMILY FUNCTIONALITY

After extensive work was done to the 
facade of this Rockcliffe Park home, the 
owners then turned their gaze inward. 
As work progressed, the interior design 
and decorating firm 2H Interior Design 
Ltd. was engaged. Long established 
in Ottawa, 2H’s expertise created a 
warm ambience previously lacking in 
the house.

T
The problem with older homes is the 
lack of respect shown so many of them. 

Because their existence has spanned through the decades of various 
trends and styles, as well as homeowners, each with their own taste and 
requirements for their residence, century homes are sometimes modified 
beyond recognition. A shell of their former selves, you might say.

Often, these renovations don’t necessarily enhance what’s left 
behind. Depending on the homeowner’s (and builder’s) taste, 
requirements and budget, they may suit the intention while actually 

doing nothing to enhance the structure. It takes a discerning eye, a 
respect for tradition and a certain skill to update a classic, without 
changing the character of the home or eradicating whatever qualities 
made it special to begin with.

Various updates and renovations have been made to the three-level 
house in Rockcliffe Park that Angela Murphy and Michael Schwartz 
call home. But with the completion of each upgrade or update, the home 
has become a better version of itself, while still retaining its character.

Clark Cada, principal of Cada Construction Inc., has been 
overseeing the projects carried out in the house over the past decade. He 
describes the changes as a great evolution, not a revolution. Continued on page 24
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After purchasing the property in 2007, 
their first order of business was to replace 
the concrete porch. Spanning the width of 
the house, its surfaces were cracked, the steel 
beams had rusted and the construction was 
starting to fail. Instead of replacing it with 
another heavy addition, a canopy was installed 
instead, giving the facade of the house a lighter 
appearance. Painting the white stucco a 
cream colour and adding brown trim further 
softened the look of the house.

Over the years, the kitchen and bathrooms 
were renovated, the basement updated, a 
kitchenette removed from the third floor 
and carpeting on the second level replaced 

“The house is still a reflection of its 
time,” Clark says. “The look and character 
has been maintained, it wasn’t made over 
into something that it isn’t. What it is, 
is a traditional house in the sense that 
it’s timeless.”

Built around 1919, the house stayed in 
the original family for a long time before the 
next owners took possession. Angela says 
her family was surprised last year with a 
visit to their home by a granddaughter of the 
original owners, now elderly, who dropped 
by and shared her memories of playing 
on the property.

Because they’re only the fourth or 
fifth owners of the house, much of the 
original character has been maintained. 
On the downside, that meant much of 
the work included expensive upgrades to 
the infrastructure, such as updating the 
electrical and heating.

Clark says the layout of the home hasn’t 
been changed much and structural work was 
all done within the basic framework of the 
existing structure. “It was a cold house before, 
physically it was cold and the layout was cold,” 
Clark says. “It was functional, but by updating 
and upgrading everything, the warmth is now 
enhanced. There’s a welcoming feeling to the 
home now that was lacking before.”

Elaborate Florentine 
playing cards make a vivid 
addition to the card table.

“There’s a welcoming 
feeling to the home now 
that was lacking before.”

LEFT: By removing a failing 
concrete porch and replacing 
it with a lighter canopy, then 
painting the previously stark 
white exterior a cream colour 
with brown trim, the exterior 
was softened and made more 
welcoming. BELOW: Fresh 
cut flowers from Mood Moss 
Florist and a grandfather clock, 
by Robert Skelton of Malton, 
England, circa 1780, are key 

ingredients in this welcoming 
entrance hallway. OPPOSITE, 
TOP: The spacious dining room, 
to one side of the centre hall 
plan, serves as a multipurpose 
great room, with the home 
office area contained at one end 
and a games area at the other. 
BOTTOM: A cosy corner of the 
large dining room features a 
card table, set up for a rubber of 
bridge or whist.

Continued on page 27
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with hardwood. But the most extensive job, 
one that proved even more complex than 
anticipated, involved removing a massive 
fireplace from the back of the house.

Constructed of concrete, as are all the 
walls in the house, the enormous fireplace 
intersected the kitchen and the family room. 
While not quite a wall, since passage was 
possible on either side of it, the chimney was 
the elephant in the room. 

“It was humongous,” says Clark. “The 
firebox itself wasn’t all that big but a lot of 
concrete went into creating it. Plus, it wasn’t 
attractive at all.” Clark believes the chimney 
was part of the heating system at some point. 

Or perhaps it was to augment the heating, 
since previously there were two other 
fireplaces on the main floor as well as three on 
the second level.

However, because the family at that time 
was planning to relocate, Angela says they 
decided to leave the fate of the fireplace in 
the hands of future homeowners. The house 
was put on the market for a while, and Angela 
stayed behind in Ottawa to allow their 
youngest to finish his schooling in the city, 
while Michael lived and worked in the United 
States. When he was then transferred back to 
Ottawa, they faced the challenge of what to do 
with the fireplace.

A stained glass window in 
the powder room features 
a deep sil l.

ABOVE: The kitchen was initially renovated 
by Deslaurier Custom Cabinets. After a 
fireplace was removed, an island was added 
and further renovation was completed by 
Dimension Cabinet & Millwork Inc. and 
National Capital Kitchens Ltd. OPPOSITE, 
TOP LEFT: A wide staircase wends its way up 
all three levels of the home. BOTTOM: After 
Cada Construction Inc. removed the concrete 
fireplace measuring approximately four-feet 
deep and eight-feet wide that straddled 
the area between the kitchen and the family 
room, conversation carried on between those 
two rooms was no longer impeded.

Continued on page 28
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It turned out to be a large-scale project. 
As a result of structural issues, the third 
floor, as well as part of the second floor, 
had to be blocked off and over the course 
of the four-month project, floors and walls 
had to be rebuilt.

But with its removal, useable space was 
created, which also made a difference in how 
the space was utilized. In addition to creating 
better flow at the back of the main level 
between the kitchen and the family room, the 
lack of impediment between the two areas 
allows for conversation between those in the 
kitchen and those in the family room.

“The work that’s been done has 
honoured the age of the house,” says Angela. 
“We’ve always kept in mind that there’s a 
functionality to it, which is that this is very 
much a family home. All three children went 
to school in the neighbourhood and up until 
a couple of years ago, they all lived here. Now, 
it’s a place to come home to.”  OH

“The work that’s 
been done has 
honoured the 
age of the house.”

TOP: In this secondary bedroom, cupboards original 
to the house, dating back to the earlier part of the 
1900s, were painted white. ABOVE: The master 
en suite provides a relaxing spa-like experience 
in sophisticated surroundings created by Karhu 
Woodworking. LEFT: With cosy seating nearby, a 
built-in bookcase provides a perfect excuse to pause 
and peruse on the second-level landing. Visit us in the heart of Hintonburg.

Fireplace Consultation + Design
www.hubertsfireplaces.com | 101 Pinhey St. Ottawa | 613-728-3786 
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