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ith a sleight-of-hand perfected 
by his intuitive understanding 

of his clients’ wants and needs, 
Richard was able to completely transform the 
dark interior into a glamorous, 60s-inspired, 
light-filled aerie.

“These homeowners are really lovely repeat 
clients who had been looking for property to 
build on for several years,” recalls Richard. 
“One day they called me to say ‘surprise! We 
bought a house and we need you to work 
your magic.’ I walked into a very well-built 
traditional home on a spectacular piece of 
property and was given the challenge of 
making it modern and fresh and young.”

Richard and his clients decided on a 
design that incorporates industrial influences 
as well as earthy and natural elements that 
complement the spectacular natural beauty 
of the home’s location. “One of the main 
challenges,” Richard says, “was finding a 
way to incorporate some of the original 
mahogany wood.” The solution was treating 
the mahogany as an accent instead of a main 
element in the home. 

Views, tranquility, peace 
and quiet: these were just 
a few of the selling features 
of the 9,400 sq. ft. home set 
dramatically on the shores 
of Lake Erie just outside 
of Kingsville. But, the 
mahogany-filled interior, 
while beautiful, needed 
lightening to suit the style 
of its new 40-something 
homeowners. Having 
worked with Richard 
Pursel of Lionheart 
Interiors in the past, the 
couple knew instantly 
where to turn. 

Continued on page 24

TOP: The dining room 
combines new design ideas 
(like the expansive live-
edge table) with a nod to 
mid-century modern. The 
60’s-style credenza is a witty 
and interesting juxtaposition 
to the contemporary art and 
accessories. RIGHT: Designer 
Richard Pursel of Lionheart 
Interiors. OPPOSITE: The plan 
was to have fewer art and 
accessories but to have the 
ones on display make a large 
statement. The oversize console 
table and gold sculpture behind 
the sectional in the great room 
do just that.revamp
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Accordingly, the traditional mahogany 
fireplace was replaced with a soaring, 
monolithic stone face featuring an 
asymmetrical, custom-made, five-inch, 
live-edge ash mantel by FLO Hardwoods. 
The floor-to-ceiling surround is crafted 
from oversize porcelain tiles. Removing the 
fireplace was a game-changer, remembers 
Richard, and it was the only actual 
construction in the home. The rest of the 
transformation was accomplished with décor.

The undeniable focal point is the view 
through the great room windows and 
Richard wanted every piece of furniture 
and accessory to work in concert with that 
vista. He created a visual break at the foyer 
by positioning a “destroyed” leather sofa at 
one end along with a live-edge console table. 
“I wanted it to be earthy,” Richard says of 
the way he incorporated live-edge furniture 
throughout the home, “but at the same time 
young and modern.” 

He took advantage of the unusual shape of 
the great room by creating an angled seating 
area. The linen sectional and the disc-shaped 
coffee table crafted from spalted primavera 
wood are design choices that are natural and 
organic. “We worked a lot with textures 
throughout the home,” Richard says, indicating 
the 100 per cent wool, hand-knotted Indian 
rug in an Ikat pattern. The rug’s natural tones 
and raised chenille-like sections give the room 
an added dimension and work beautifully 
with the hand-scraped grey-washed oak 
floors (Palazzi Granite & Tile). The room 
is crowned with a spectacular chandelier 
illuminated by cylinders crafted from recycled 
glass. The entire piece is finished with silver-
leaf and is a dramatic six feet in height.

The kitchen was transformed using paint 
and imagination (paintwork by Illusion 
Painting). Richard decided to repaint the 
original cabinetry a fresh, off-white. He also 
reused the espresso granite countertops and 
appliances but did replace a small, hexagonal 
island with a generously-proportioned white 
quartz-topped island (Counter Effects) that 
incorporates seating. The goal for the flooring 
in the kitchen was to make it “look like 
concrete but have it be completely serviceable,” 
so Richard chose an oversize porcelain tile in a 
concrete finish. In the remaining space Richard 
created a lounge seating area where the 
homeowners can enjoy a coffee or a cocktail 
and take advantage of the view. Continued on page 26

ABOVE: The home has great curb 
appeal with its dramatic, peaked roofline 
and curving driveway. BELOW: The foyer 
has a spectacular silver leaf, root console 
table that Pursel paired with a wonderful 
piece of abstract art. BELOW RIGHT: 
The great room windows and staircase 
show how effectively the original 
mahogany wood was used as an accent. 
The view is a source of endless delight. 

The original dark wood kitchen cabinetry was 
retained and painted for a fresh, new effect. 
BOTTOM LEFT: The 60s silhouette of the chairs 
juxtaposed with the gold stump coffee table makes 
the sitting area adjacent to the kitchen a real 
conversation piece. BOTTOM RIGHT: Organic art 
pieces are found throughout the home.
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The dining room is one of “the favourite 
dining rooms I’ve ever done,” says Richard. 
He and the homeowners decided to make 
it dramatic, dark and moody. An oversize 
live-edge acacia wood table with lucite legs 
sets the mood (as do the simple gold vases 
adorned with white calla lilies, ranunculas 
and roses courtesy of Krissy at The Flower 
Shop at Thiessen’s. Black leather chairs 
with bronze legs offer up a witty rejoinder. 
The area rug in a geometric charcoal-and- 
white pattern was custom-made so its size 
and shape follows the curved wall. The black 
and antique brass Orion chandelier is like 
a space-age artifact while the credenza is 

right out of Architectural Digest circa 1959. 
The final dramatic touches are provided 
by the spectacular canvas art with hand-
embellished gold metallic accents offset by 
the cinched-waist porcelain white vases and 
a golden high five.

The live-edge theme continues in the home 
office with an acacia wood waterfall desk 
and a burled walnut, free-form sculpture. 
The velvet guest chairs provide a touch of 
modern luxury with their unusual midnight 
blue colour, quilted side details and bronze 
legs. With its raised chenille pattern, another 
stunning area rug builds on the texture of the 
other rugs in the home. Continued on page 28

TOP LEFT: The location, the 
views and the lake are the 
reasons these homeowners 
purchased the property instead 
of building a new home. TOP 
RIGHT: A seating area just 
outside the master bedroom. 
ABOVE: The homeowners say 
the home’s aura is very Zen-like. 
RIGHT: The main floor master 
bedroom opens onto an enclosed 
solarium that provides water 
views and a peaceful place to 
start or end the day.
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An upholstered headboard and frame 
create a sophisticated, natural tone in the 
master bedroom. The basket-weave patterned 
bed covering and highly textured carpet are 
elegant and calming. The fumed oak dresser 
and chest are a genius design with no exposed 
hardware and hammered iron legs in black 
that are subtle tie-ins with the leather bench 
and antique gold accents that are repeated 
throughout the home. The light fixture is 
a spectacular sputnik (another clever 60s 
design reference) while the feature wall has 
horizontal striated wallpaper that in the 
evening light gives off a slight shimmer.

“We absolutely love it, the kids love it and 
everyone who comes in absolutely loves it,” 
says the homeowner. “When people walk in 
you can see the stress level on their faces just 
go down. I don’t want to leave, you feel like 
you’re on vacation. We knew we had made the 
perfect choice putting everything in Richard’s 
hands. Richard has been like family for 20 
years. He and Lorree sang at our wedding for 
heaven’s sake and it’s like coming full circle. 
He outdid himself with this home. The final 
product is our dream.”  OH

RIGHT: The master bedroom opens onto an 
enclosed solarium with water views. BELOW: The 
office has a live-edge desk, velvet chairs and a 
free-form sculpture carved from burled walnut. 
BELOW RIGHT: An organic splash of green makes a 
statement against the grey, white and espresso tones 
throughout the home.
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