
them. They’ve since grown to a staff of five full-time workers with 

imminent expansion plans to handle all the business. Part of their 

success, says Dennis, is the quality of their work. But there’s also 

a cultural trend that’s been critical to their success. Between the 

economic slowdown and a growing eco-awareness, people are more 

inclined to recycle and reuse whenever they can. “Most people don’t 

want to spend big money to replace an older or worn-out piece of 

furniture, so what are your options?” asks Rick. “That’s where we 

step in.” Dennis and Rick imagined, when they first opened the 

shop, they’d be refinishing furniture of all shapes and sizes. But 

very quickly they were flooded with requests for complete kitchen 

overhauls. While they still welcome armoires, tables and anything 

else that can be refinished, Dennis estimates kitchen makeovers 

amount to at least 80 per cent of their business.  

GIVING BACK: The brothers recently refinished a dining table 

in cranberry red and a set of chairs in a soft cream shade, and 

donated them to a fund-raising auction run by The Millionaire’s 

Daughter consignment shop (272 Ottawa St. North, Hamilton). Visit  

www.themillionairesdaughter.com for details. Proceeds from the 

auction will support the Hamilton ywcaencore program, which 

provides fitness classes for women who’ve had mastectomies, 

lumpectomies and breast reduction surgeries. 

WHERE: 220 Nebo Rd., Unit #1, Hamilton

905.381.4269, www.decorrestore.ca  OH
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REUSE, 
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RESTORE

THE PLACE: Kind of like a Cinderella shop for furniture, Decorrestore 

welcomes tired, worn-down pieces in need of makeovers. Then, 

restoration experts weave a little magic in the backroom shop, 

turning past-their-prime pieces into refined showstoppers. Owners 

and brothers Dennis and Rick Tosello use high-quality water-based 

lacquer paints to bring cabinets, desks, chairs and more back to 

shining, polished life. But they offer more than just refinishing: You 

can also source granite, hardware and other necessities to transform 

your older furniture, or even your entire kitchen. 

THE INSPIRATION: Dennis and Rick came up with the concept of 

Decorrestore over a round of golf. At the time, Dennis had built his 

own business as a painter and decorator and Rick had been making 

his mark as a realtor in the Hamilton area for well over a decade. The 

two decided to pair their expertise and create something brand new. 

THE TREND: Dennis and Rick have tapped into something big. 

When they opened the shop two years ago it was just the two of 
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