
WWhen Cathy Yantsis and her husband Steve Strba first saw the 
quaint home on an idyllic tree-lined street in Hamilton’s west end, they 
knew they had to have it. But there was one small problem: It wasn’t for 
sale. Luckily, the couple and the then-homeowner had a mutual friend in 
common. So when Cathy and Steve got word the owner was thinking of 
selling, they made her an offer she couldn’t refuse and they scooped up 
this post-war gem before it even went on the market.

“We really loved the character of the home – the interesting multi-
peaked roofline, leaded glass windows, original moulding and glass door-
hardware are all authentic to the period,” says Cathy. But while tradition 
drew the couple to the home, Cathy’s design aesthetic is anything but. “I 
would describe my design sensibility as eclectic,” she says. “I love adding 
unexpected art and objects, such as animal-skin rugs or graphic-patterned 
pillows to traditional rooms to add depth, character and visual interest.”

As manager of retail at the Art Gallery of Hamilton and the AGH 
Design Annex, Cathy takes the same approach in her work. “The Design 
Annex, in particular, is a unique shop focusing on Canadian hand-crafted 
products with a contemporary feel,” she says. And much like the rooms in 
Cathy’s home, everything has an unexpected edge. 

To showcase how different styles of art and objects can be used to 
create different looks, Cathy took five rooms in her home and added 
unique finds from the Design Annex and Art Gallery of Hamilton to give 
each of them two distinct looks. 
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APPRECIATION

EAT-IN KITCHEN

It doesn’t take much to 

modernize a casual eat-in 

kitchen. By adding on-trend 

airport code pillows by Nicole 

Tarasick, an orange acrylic 

lamp by Pablo Designs, a classic 

reproduction phone by Wild & 

Wolf and bright mixed-media 

artwork, the space gets an urban 

makeover. A standout in both 

looks, the repurposed school 

chair by Brothers Dressler is 

made from salvaged materials 

and felt. Flowers in this room and 

throughout the house provided 

by Fascination Flowers.

Continued on page 30

LIVING ROOM

The stained glass window serves as the perfect 

springboard for adding hits of yellow (left), found in 

the throw pillows and landscape, into the décor of this 

primarily neutral interior. The saturated pop of purple 

in the custom occasional chair by Brentwood Classics 

adds another dimension to the traditional space and is 

complemented by the glass bowls and vases (above) by 

Tsunami Glassworks on the mantel and the multi-hued 

vintage Clara lamp by Mod Pieces.

To make it more neutral (top), remove some of the bold 

objects, tone down the yellow and add soothing blue 

accents. The abstract painting by the homeowner herself 

takes centre stage in this serene space.

Take away all that modern, 

and you’re left with a classic 

black and white palette that 

is easy to live with. Add depth 

to the simple colour scheme 

with shine (provided here by 

an aluminum deer head from 

imm Living) and texture (with 

the richly grained wood tray 

by Chong Wu). 
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FAMILY ROOM  The muted warm grey and beige fabrics of the plush furnishings, 

shag carpet and dark wood accent pieces make this cosy family room the hub of the 

home, and the perfect place to decompress after a long day. “I prefer a neutral colour 

scheme with lots of texture added through furnishings,” says Cathy. 

It doesn’t take much, however, to 

lighten up the look for spring. Colourful 

contemporary artworks, red paisley 

cushions from Branch Design, punchy 

coral Tina Frey Designs resin bowls and 

a cuddly Avoca Mill mohair throw from 

Branch Design play up the feminine in 

an otherwise masculine family room. A 

resin lamp, nesting tables by Chong Wu 

and modern Brothers Dressler rocker 

add extra levity. 

For a thoroughly modern 

take, replace two of the 

French provincial dining 

chairs with a custom 

celadon bench from 

Brentwood Classics, 

add contemporary 

photography by Charlene 

Serdan, modern bowls by 

Tina Frey Designs and a 

bold, vintage gold lamp. 

DINING ROOM

When your dining area  

is compact, you can fit in 

more people and create 

better traffic flow with a 

round table. Play up the 

glamour of the table’s 

curves and sparkling 

crystal chandelier 

with depression-era 

glassware from Charles 

McIntosh of Branch 

Design in Westdale, 

a spectacular floral 

arrangement by 

Fascination Flowers and 

an art deco mirror. A 

custom hutch flanked 

by vintage Chinoiserie 

prints makes a stunning 

focal point. 

Continued on page 32
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BEDROOM

A pretty blue bedroom can look a little bit country or a 

little bit rock ‘n roll depending on the bedding and artwork. 

A vintage quilt on the bed and a modern botanical print by 

Tammy Ratcliff creates a look fit for chic country living. 

A R T W O R K  G U I D E  
ART PROVIDED BY AGH ART RENTAL AND SALES

Bedroom: (botanical print in country look) Tammy Ratcliff, Small 

Branch, etching monoprint and chine collé. Dining Room: (framed 

photographs in contemporary look) Charlene Serdan, The East 

Wind, digital photography; Charlene Serdan, The Beauty of Fall, digital 

photography. Eat-in Kitchen: (red abstract print under aluminum 

stag head) Emilie Rondeau, Nappe Rouge, Mixed media on linen. 

Family Room: (artwork placed in built in, in feminine look) Emilie 

Rondeau, Gris Hipopo, mixed media on linen; Emilie Rondeau, Fleur de 

Pomme, mixed media on linen; Emilie Rondeau, Terre a Jardin, mixed 

media on linen; Emilie Rondeau; Notes, mixed media on linen; Mike 

Smalley, Euthropia #2, oil and charcoal on canvas. Living Room: 

(colourful look featuring purple accent chair) Jamie Kapitain, 

Autumn Near Salerno Lake No. 2, Oil on canvas. OH

For a more contemporary feel, eco-friendly pillows 

from Goodlines Decor For Earth & Home in a soft 

colour palette lend just the right touch to this guest 

room, complemented by the modern Brentwood 

Designs ottoman, Branch Design vintage stools and 

an expressionistic painting by the homeowner.
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