
CAROL AND MAARTEN, A PROFESSIONAL COUPLE
FROM TORONTO, SPENT OVER FIVE YEARS SCOURING

THE TOWNSHIP OF MONO FOR THE PERFECT
LOCATION TO BUILD THEIR FAMILY’S WEEKEND RETREAT

AND EVENTUAL FULL-TIME RESIDENCE.  Continued on page 62 
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 RETREAT
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Floor-to-ceiling windows and doors open to 
the main deck and overlook the meadow. 
The open-concept kitchen and living room 
are flooded with light.
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NTThey visited more than 20 properties before 
finding the ultimate setting for the country 
home they now call SplitRok, named after 
the unique Bruce Trail geological features 
that surround it. 

Their real estate agent, Karen Lay of 
Right At Home Realty Inc., Brokerage, 
connected them with Toronto architect 
Harry Morison Lay, who came highly 
recommended, although not related. 

Maarten fondly remembers the first 
meeting with Harry at the local pub after 
a site visit, and instantly loving the vision 
he had for the landscape. The relationship 
was established and the work and joy of 
building began. 

Carol remembers the three of them meeting 
often for picnics on the side of the hill where 
they articulated their hopes, wants and needs 
for the country home. They discussed what 
was important for the now with their two 
sons as well as the future vision as the family 

LEFT: The spectacular stone fireplace by Kema 
Masonry provides a focal point for the living room. 
BOTTOM LEFT: The design of the building suits 
the country setting and pays homage to the land it 
occupies. BELOW: The home has fantastic views of 
the meadow from the north deck at sunset.

unit evolves. Harry says he always counsels 
his clients that they not hurry the design 
stage. “You have one chance to get it right 
– the time invested in the planning stage is 
crucial,” he says.

Carol and Maarten’s dream was to create a 
gathering place for family and friends that was 

focused on hiking, cycling, and cross-country 
skiing with, of course, the infamous communal 
meals around the large harvest table as the 
reward for their efforts.

Harry explains that the meadow site, 
hidden on all sides by hardwood forest, was 
the most important factor in placing the 

house. His intent was to design a building 
that “respects the landscape but heightens 
the reason for being there.” The design 
was inspired by the style of a bank barn, 
incorporating a low building built into the 
hillside and bisected by a breezeway that 
serves as entryway to the meadow.

Continued on page 64

FAR LEFT: Carol 
spends much of 
her time in the 
kitchen, which offers 
a panoramic view 
of the landscape. 
LEFT: A Dutch door 
to the mudroom/
entryway keeps Skoki 
on the “right side” 
before paws are 
cleaned. BELOW: 
A clever interior 
window at the 
back of the kitchen 
allows Carol and 
Maarten to see who’s 
coming and going.
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Rudy Vandenberg from Classic Renovations was hired as 
general contractor. Harry had worked previously with Vandenberg and 
considered him the perfect fit to run the construction team. A skilled 
carpenter, Vandenberg painstakingly managed the build with his 
team of skilled workers. Harry comments, “Peeling away the hillside, 
Vandenberg extracted tons of blonde limestone that now appear as 
a feature in the front garden created by Landscape Architect Karen 
Rosenbrock of Rosenbrock & Co.”

A large entryway that will accommodate several people at a time 
features a long bench and hooks along the wall that make it easy to 
remove and hang outerwear. An earthy slate floor from Caledon Tile 
Bath & Kitchen Centre is practical in this busy spot.

Maarten sometimes works at the desk just off the entryway. This 
space offers a spectacular view of the front landscape and the daybed 
has become a favourite napping space for guests – much like a sleeping 
porch at the cottage. 

The entryway opens to a large open-concept living and dining 
area with milled coffered ceilings. The dining table was a wedding 
present from Carol’s parents and the sideboard is a treasure from her 
parents’ farmhouse. 

The farmhouse-style stone fireplace in the living room is a focal 
point and a natural gathering place in the cooler seasons. It was built by 
stone mason Dave Sikkema from Kema Masonry. Patterned rugs 
warm the wood floor and add texture to the cosy décor.

Salvaged hemlock floors with saw marks and 
nail holes intact add patina and a seamless 
transition from the dining room to the kitchen. 
OPPOSITE, TOP: SplitRok is rich with family 
heirlooms like the sideboard from Carol’s 
grandparents’ farmhouse. BOTTOM: Maarten 
is inspired by the spectacular view of the 
landscape from his desk on the main floor. 

Continued on page 66
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The kitchen offers a panoramic view of the meadow. The large 
island, topped with the same wood as the floors, is a favourite gathering 
spot. Salvaged hemlock flooring from Northern Wide Plank adds a 
patina to the rooms and will withstand the comings and goings of the 
active family and Skoki, the family Golden Doodle. Carol and Harry 
spent hours making decisions on the final design. The sleek kitchen 
cabinets were installed by Roy Van Ofwegen of Roy’s Carpentry. 

The main floor is completed by the master bedroom and en suite, 
a second bedroom and the main floor bathroom, which doubles as 
a laundry room. 

Outside there are distinct outdoor rooms, designed for the family to 
use as they move through summer days – the south deck for morning 
coffee, main deck for mid-afternoon relaxation, and the north covered 
porch is large enough to hold the dining table for an al fresco meal. 

Continued on page 70

TOP LEFT: The 
bank barn design 
for SplitRok was the 
vision of Architect 
Harry Lay. ABOVE: A 
cheery second-floor 
guest room is one of 
the many sleeping/
dreaming spaces in 
the house. LEFT: An 
antique bench, gifted 
by Harry, anchors 
Carol’s family memory 
wall in the second-
floor sitting room.

PHOTO: NAT CARON

905.624.5377  
www.rudyvandenbergclassicrenovations.com 

238 George St, Arthur  226.443.4300  NEW:  theplumberswife.ca
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Carol remembers 
bathing in a claw-foot 
tub like this as a 
child. The charming 
display of leaded glass 
windows above the 
tub was taken from the 
couple’s Toronto home. 

TILES  |   STONE  |   FIXTURES  |   FAUCETS  |   CABINETRY

S U S A N  T A Y L O R  I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N
Susan Taylor ARIDO IDC  NCIDQ CERTIFIED 014169

1 416 709 4725  Susan@SusanTaylorDesign.com

I T ’ S  Y O U R  H O M E
Susan Taylor Interior Design, since 1996, specializing in the design,
renovation and restoration of residences and private offices. 
Working with clients in Ontario, British Columbia and overseas. 
View our gallery of current work at SusanTaylorDesign.com.
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A winding staircase installed by Stair 
Wayz leads to the second floor that is still a 
work in progress. At the moment, it is home 
to Maarten’s office, two guest bedrooms, a 
sitting room and an unfinished loft space. The 
bench in the sitting room is a gift to the family 
from Harry. It came from a pioneer church in 
Shanty Bay. The engineered hardwood flooring 
and wall-to-wall carpet on the second floor 
was sourced from Celtic Carpet Ltd. 

The 100-year-old claw-foot tub in the 
upstairs bath reminds Carol of the one in her 
childhood home. The vanity is a favourite 
piece that she bought before the house was 
built. Carol says she knew instinctively there 
would be the perfect place for it. 

They have difficulty choosing a favourite 
room as they love them all, but there is no 
hesitation when they say what they love the 
most is the quiet, that sense of calm as they 
arrive and leave the energy of the city behind. 

The family moved into their country 
retreat at Christmas three years ago – all 
the hopes and wishes so carefully planned 
and considered, now reality in this stunning 
meadowland retreat.  OH

RIGHT: The rustic vanity was purchased before the 
house was built. BELOW: Carol had the windows 
in the master bedroom designed so she could see 
what’s happening outside without getting out of 
bed. BOTTOM RIGHT: Every corner and room in 
the house is designed with a full, but private view 
of the landscape.

Don’t Be Left Powerless
Keep Your Family Safe & Warm

in the Worst Weather

Backup Power Solutions
Elora, On
519.496.2764
backuppowersolutions.ca

The Right Power Solution At The Right Price
Call For A Free Quote

Service Dealer

Karen Lay, M.B.A.  | Broker
Right At Home Realty Inc., Brokerage

CALEDON  •  MONO  •  TORONTO
AND SURROUNDING AREAS

416.391.3232
karen@karenlay.com | www.karenlay.com

416.881.0209
Brampton, ON

kemamasonry.com  Serving: GTA West | Brampton | Georgetown | Caledon

FLAGSTONE

BUILDING STONE

VENEER STONE

RESIDENTIAL MASONRY CONTRACTOR

Custom Design & Build of Stair & Railing Systems

905.830.7118
admin@stairwayz.com  |  www.stairwayz.com
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