
Neither the Rocky Mountains, the Austrian Alps nor the Chilean Andes have ski runs with 
a view quite like this one from the top of Blue Mountain. Hikers, mountain bikers, skiers, 
snowboarders and travellers alike pause at the top of the hill to take in the endlessness of 
Georgian Bay and the miles of Canadian Shield that spread out around it. And the owners of 
this home wake up to this view every morning, and fall asleep to it every night. 
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The couple has had a home in this part of 
Swiss Meadows for many years, albeit not 
with a view. One morning about two years ago, 
not long after they had decided they would 
soon sell their home and move elsewhere, 
they learned that the house at the very end 
of Swiss Meadows, with nine acres of bush 
attached to it that ran back from the edge of 
the escarpment, was up for sale. It was the 
property they passed every time they walked 
to see the view of the bay and the Town of 
Collingwood below. It didn’t take much for 
them to see it as kismet.  

The caveat, however, was that the existing 
house on the property wasn’t what they had in 
mind for their retirement years. They would 
need a home with main-floor living, big – 
BIG – windows, and a walkout from their 
bedroom, where they could spend as much 
time as they could ever want, contemplating 
the inspiring view. Continued on page 133

RIGHT: Kevin and Laurie 
Blair of Alair Homes 
Collingwood stand at the 
stone gatepost of this 
custom build. BELOW: 
When the pool was being 
excavated, the boulder in 
the middle proved to be 
the tip of the iceberg, so it 
was incorporated into the 
circular design. OPPOSITE, 
TOP: Even the garage is 
handsomely clad in stone 
and cut in with windows to 
provide a balanced aesthetic 
when viewed from the 
pool and yard. BOTTOM: 
The window and door 
placement on the rear stone 
facade shows the priority 
was the view.
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With any number of builders 
vying for the opportunity to build 
on the coveted location, the owners 
sought out Kevin and Laurie Blair, 
who represent Alair Homes in the 
Collingwood region. Alair is a growing 
Canadian company comprised of 92 
builders across North America. With 
Alair, the homeowners would not 
only get the quality craftsmanship 
they were after from a skilled custom 
builder, but the benefits of working 
with a company that has a large reach, 
including supply buying power, 
designers to consult and a proprietary 
online project management system 
that gives real-time access to all 
aspects of a building project. Alair’s 
process, called Client Control, lets a 
homeowner make all decisions, from 
the initial design phase to material 
selections and all cost options. 

“The owners were looking for a 
level of control of their home build 
that would protect them from the 
risks and mistakes that cause time 
and cost overruns,” says Kevin. “Our 
process is completely transparent 
– clients see and approve every cost 
for the job as if they were managing 
the build themselves.” This system 
creates a great deal of trust between 
the builder and the client and reduces, 
immensely, the many points of stress 
that arise on a building project for 
both owners and builders. “The 
Alair model is based on a mark-up 
of total project cost,” says Kevin. 
“Our clients are never invoiced for 
a cost that they have previously not 
approved.” For the Blairs, being a part 
of Alair Homes has improved the way 
they do business, and helped their 
construction business grow.

Continued on page 134

RIGHT: A curved banquette 
encourages conversation while 
enjoying the view from the living room. 
BELOW: An impressive two-storey tile 
fireplace is inset with chrome strips, 
repeating the pattern of the living 
room windows. OPPOSITE: From the 
second floor landing, the jaw-dropping 
view is the star of the show. The 
neutral wall colour allows the azure 
water to pop.
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The collaboration in this case resulted in 
a home with a handsome, full, stone facade 
and Enviroslate roof that fits effortlessly in its 
environment at the top of the mountain. Set 
among the mature maple and pine trees on the 
property (Dale Ottewell Construction & 
Logging Ltd.), the design offers a great room 
with tall windows typical of the area’s ski 
chalets, but with its master bedroom suite on 
the main floor that lets the owners enjoy the 
home with ease and convenience.

The front door opens into the great 
room. Three tiers of windows are peaked 
to showcase the incredible view of the blue 
waters of the bay. A floor-to-ceiling, grey, 
tiled fireplace is inset with chrome strips 

that repeat the heights and pattern of the 
windows (tile from Georgian Design 
Centre). Wide-plank engineered hardwood 
(Floorcrafters Inc.) covers most of the main 
floor. Comfortable leather sofas and a red 
carpet soften the space. A curved banquette 
seat balances the room in front of the glass-
panelled timber stairs leading to the upper 
level. The owners enter the home through the 
garage and mudroom, accessed through the 
kitchen. Visible from the great room, the wall 
between the kitchen and dining spaces is a 
gorgeous wine cellar, supplied and installed 
by Corinthian Kitchen & Bath Studio. 
Display shelving on either side houses glasses, 
openers and liquor. 

ABOVE: Glass and chrome 
creates the door and surround 
to the wine cellar. Cabinets 
inside are done in the same 
style as the kitchen. RIGHT: 
After a meal, coffee and tea can 
be enjoyed on the patio, easily 
accessed through double doors 
in the dining room. OPPOSITE, 
TOP: With open or white upper 
cabinets in the kitchen, the 
design keeps the space light and 
airy. The lower cabinets’ dark 
grey finish blends with the rest of 
the main floor. BOTTOM: Even 
while doing dishes, the view can 
be enjoyed at the white, apron-
front sink. Arrangement courtesy 
of Paperwhite Flowers.

Unique bottle storage in 
the wine cel lar al lows for 
a pared-down aetheistic.

A pul l-out spice cupboard beside the 
stove puts seasoning right at hand.

Continued on page 136
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A bright space for food preparation and 
casual meals, the kitchen, also by Corinthian 
Kitchen & Bath Studio, has a glossy, white-tile 
backsplash. Grey Caesarstone counters in 
Atlantic Salt are practical throughout. The 
upper cabinets are gloss white while lower 
cabinets are a deep grey that repeat the tones 
of the living room fireplace. Dark grey open 
shelves to the right of the apron-front sink 
allow the chef to show off baking favourites. 
The lighting throughout is from Georgian 
Design Centre. The dining room opens to a 
covered flagstone patio for barbecue meals. 

Natural-coloured basket weave stone 
clads the f ireplace, placed high enough 
on the wal l to be enjoyed from the bed.

RIGHT: Window coverings in the master bedroom are 
minimal, they disappear when they are open to leave 
the view unobstructed. BELOW: The homeowners 
enjoy their morning coffee outside french doors on 
the patio.

Continued on page 138
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In the other main-floor wing, the master 
bedroom suite also walks out to the patio. A 
bistro table outside is where the couple enjoys 
their morning espresso and newspaper. A gas 
fireplace on the wall is surrounded by stone tiles 
in a basket weave pattern. Pale grey tiles cover 
the floor, walls and bathtub surround in the en 
suite, giving it a spa-like atmosphere (plumbing 
fixtures by McKeough Supply).  

With beautiful crafting both inside and out, 
this home rivals the best of what’s to be found at 
the top of any mountain.  OH

LEFT: The floating double vanity in the master bath has 
deep drawers for storage. The tiled wall adds visual 
interest and the large mirrors reflect the sunlight into 
this bright space. BELOW: Tile in the master en suite 
extends up the walls in the shower enclosure and around 
the deep soaker tub. The pendant light over the tub is 
light and airy, just like the space. BOTTOM LEFT: Fitness 
is very important to the homeowners. Their home gym 
has all the equipment to keep them in shape, including a 
boxing mannequin.
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