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“We did the home in stages,” 
explains Shannon.

That’s okay, though, because 
renovating their 53-year-old bungalow 
bit by bit shows their home has 
transformed along with their family, 
accommodating different needs, 
especially now that they’re living 
with two teenagers.

It’s a testament to what Bricon 
Contracting does very well. Bricon 
is a general home contractor ready 
to handle a range of commercial and 
home improvements, from fireplaces 
and home theatres to outdoor decks 
and pool cabanas. 

Renovating their own home in stages 
has given the Walls family everything 

Luxury

BBrian and Shannon 
Walls, owners of 
Bricon Contracting, 
spend a lot of time 
working on other 
people’s homes, 
crafting dream-worthy 
spaces for their 
clients. They’ve never 
had time to redo their 
own home top to 
bottom in one go.

A cosy gathering space on the main floor of the home is 
perfect for curling up to read or watch a movie. ABOVE: This 
extra large kitchen island accommodates family and friends 
alike. OPPOSITE: The Wallses completely updated the 
exterior of their home. The timbers are a favourite feature.
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they need and more. Their home is now a hub for entertaining friends of 
all ages. In fact, many of their renovation decisions have revolved around 
their kids and their friends. Their home is the regular weekend hangout 
and Shannon says their family is rarely alone for dinner.

“We always have a plethora of kids around the house,” says Shannon. 
She’ll take them all in very happily: “Stray cats, stray kids and stray 
everything,” she laughs.

This home, in an older part of the Deer Ridge neighbourhood 
in Kitchener, was here before new development began. When the 
Wallses moved in almost 19 years ago, they were surrounded by farms 
and fields, not big-box stores and brand-new neighbourhoods. “We 
have watched the whole area develop,” says Shannon. “It has been 
really interesting.” 

But that doesn’t mean they aren’t keeping up with current home 
trends, both inside and out. A whole new front exterior – including 
beautiful timbers flanking the front door – immediately sets the tone 
for their modern renovation.

A step through the front door and it’s clear it’s the home of a close-
knit family. They each have their own cubby in a built-in bank in the 

RIGHT: Each family member has a personal storage space in this bank of cabinetry 
at the front door, which helps corral coats, shoes and accessories. BELOW: Tall 
windows line the wall across the back of the home, from the sitting area just off 
the kitchen through the living and dining spaces. OPPOSITE: The Wallses always 
have space for a few extra friends at their dining table.

Continued on page 24

A world map in the 
dining room keeps track 
of each family member’s 
travels, with new pins 
appearing regularly.
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foyer, and their family dog has a special little 
window seat looking out to the driveway, 
topped off by a mini gallery of family photos.

Just beyond the foyer is a living area with 
a stone fireplace and lots of seating, which 
is connected to the open-concept kitchen 
and dining area. All of this sits on beautiful 
hand-scraped hickory hardwood flooring from 
Brodrecht’s Flooring Canada and walls of 
windows from Golden Windows Limited 
across the back of the home look out to the 
fabulous backyard.

In the dining room, instead of art, Shannon 
has hung a world map. Each member of the 
Walls family has his or her own colour of pin 
and they meticulously mark off their world 
travels, creating a truly unique and ever-
changing piece of décor.

The kitchen, which was originally a small 
galley-style space, is now much larger. They 
built an addition on the back of their home, 
so everything is open and flows together. The 
kitchen now has a large island (Caesarstone 
from KW Countertop) with plenty of 

ABOVE: This teenager’s bedroom has a little extra character, including a tall window looking out to 
the yard. BELOW: One part of the upstairs games area where the Wallses’ teenagers like to entertain. 
OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: This cheater en suite was once the only bathroom on the main floor, so it had 
to act as a master bath and a shared bath for guests. The Wallses have since added a powder room to 
accommodate everyone. TOP RIGHT: The bedroom set in their daughter’s room is a family heirloom. 
BOTTOM: This serene master bedroom is on the main floor, looking out to the front door.

Built-in storage 
under the window 
makes the most of an 
awkward space.

bar stools for everyone who drops by for a meal or a drink. At the 
back of the room, along with lots of storage thanks to cabinets from 
Blackstone Cabinetry Inc., is a coffee bar. The glass backsplash tile 
in the kitchen is from Tilemaster. 

Shannon and Brian’s main-floor master suite is just around the 
corner from here. It was originally two separate bedrooms the couple 
decided to turn into one large room. They decorated in a muted, serene 
palette. Built-in storage and a cheater en suite complete the space. They 
had originally installed the cheater when this was the only bathroom on 
the main floor, although now the home also has a powder room.

Continued on page 26
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Two different staircases lead upstairs to 
the kids’ bedrooms, shared bathroom, home 
gym and their expansive entertaining and 
party spaces, split onto two different levels. 
This is the loft of every teenager’s dreams. 

“We always have a few extra kids on the 
weekends!” says Shannon. “We built the fun 
rooms upstairs for them to hang out.” They 
also built in pocket doors so the rooms can be 
closed off from the rest of the house, should 
anyone be making noise into the night.

The backyard is a huge extension of their 
indoor entertaining space. It features a large 
deck with an area for dining al fresco or 

sitting with a coffee, plus a built-in barbecue 
and pizza oven, new this year. They also 
have extensive gardens, thanks in part to 
Gateman Milloy, which add to the calm 
atmosphere and create a private oasis. These 
surround a beautiful pool by Tim Goodwin 
Pools Ltd., a cabana and plenty of space for 
pets – including their backyard chickens – to 
run, play and peck.

Regardless of who the family is hosting, 
or the season, the Wallses have enough space 
for everyone to spread out – or to spend 
quality time together. And that’s what a 
home is for.  OH

This beautiful pool and cabana are the outdoor hub for 
entertaining in the backyard. BELOW: More entertaining 
space in the loft of the home, just off the games room and 
home gym, means everyone can have a space to spread out.

Shannon’s chickens rule the roost in 
the backyard and roam free when the 
family is outside.
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PowerView™ Motorization

It moves your shades, so you don’t have to.
PowerView® Motorization from Hunter Douglas is a remarkable 

system that moves your shades according to your schedule.* 

Just program your personalized settings with your smart phone 

or tablet. Plus, it now integrates even more seamlessly with other 

home automation systems for a truly connected home. To see 

PowerView in motion, contact us today.

PowerView Motorization is compatible with these and more:

*The PowerView App and additional equipment required for programmed operation.

©2017 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.5314480

~BBauhaus~B

106-646 Erb St W
~B519-886-7120~B

~Bbauhaus.hunterdouglas.ca~B

519.893.8687
299 Manitou Dr., Kitchener

www.blindsareus.ca

Transforming Your 
House Into A Home

Blinds | Drapery | Shutters & More

In Home Consultations Available

Financing Available. 
Buy Now. Pay Later.

Visit Our Showroom 
For Expert Service
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