
Custom builder Mario Causevic 
of Maki Construction and 
his angels (nostalgia alert: 
remember that 1970s television 
show?) have created another 
winner with this chic, light-filled 
home in Old Erindale. With 
Mario, it’s all about the details.
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MARIO AND HIS ANGELS: Back: 
Mario Causevic, Iryna Kukhar and 
Linda Nguyen. Front: Samira Causevic, 
Caterina Medaglia and Cristina Farina. 
OPPOSITE: The glimmer of metallics 
strike just the right balance in the 
sophisticated, white, black and grey 
living room décor.
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AAccording to his wife, Samira Causevic, while most builders are 
probably home asleep, “Mario will wander alone around a home he’s 
building, often after midnight, jotting down ideas or making notes on things 
that aren’t yet perfect, or as perfect as he thinks they should be,” she laughs.

“Details make me happy,” says Mario. He revised this home’s floor 
plan a few times before he was satisfied with the flow. Details are what 
Maki Construction is known for. Sometimes they’re obvious, other 
times subtle, but without them, the overall result would be diminished. 

Cristina Farina of Luxe Manor Designs Inc. has worked with 
Mario on many projects. Both detail hounds and perfectionists, Cristina 
and Mario believe a house tells a story. And who stands back surveying 
the outcome with a keen eye? Samira. She calls herself the editor 
because even the best stories benefit from an edit.

Backing onto conservation land meant working with rigid city 
building codes. Mario could not tear down the original house and had 
minimal wiggle room with the footprint. The home’s eight-foot ceilings 
could not be changed. What to do? “We played with design, lighting, 
trim and even increased paint sheen to achieve the soaring cathedral feel,” 
says Cristina. Ceilings are a signature element of Mario’s. “He designs 
them the old-school way, using a pencil, graph paper and a ruler, in three 
dimensions,” says Samira. The results are stunning.  

LEFT: Family, friends 
and fun are the main 
ingredients in the 
kitchen and dining 
combo. A large 
island allows guests 
and family to gather 
while a meal is 
being prepared.
ABOVE: The use 
of mirrors behind 
the integrated cook 
top maximizes
brightness in the 
large kitchen. 
RIGHT: Strategically 
placed focal-
point walls offer 
lovely sightlines 
throughout the
main floor.
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Glass elements are used throughout. “Why 
limit it to bathroom vanities?” says Mario. “We 
imagined glass as a design focus throughout 
the house.” It appears in bath and bedroom 
cabinetry, on side tables and coffee tables, on 
walls and inlayed on drawers, doors and wood 
panelling. “Clear, smoked, etched, straight-cut 
and bevelled, whatever the space called for,” he 

says. In the kitchen, installed by Silmen Fine 
Cabinetry, a mirror backsplash stretches 
full width. Lime green accessories add pops 
of colour to the glossy, white quartz island. 
Hanging high above the circular oak staircase, 
pendants from a massive eight-foot chandelier 
from Ultra Lighting swirl down to the lower 
level like a splash of water in the sunlight.

Each ceiling is different, accentuated with 
layered carpentry work and finished white to 
foster the illusion of height. Upstairs, where 
ceilings rise to 10 feet at the centre point, 
Cristina painted ceilings the same colour 
as the walls to draw the eye upward. “Cove 
lighting is all but impossible in an eight-foot 
ceiling, but we did it,” says Mario. By dropping 
the kitchen ceiling a little on the sides, he 
worked with only 3.5 inches of space instead 
of the usual 12 inches.

It’s not a large house, yet it feels expansive. 
The sash-free windows by Custom Direct 
Windows Ltd. offer engaging outdoor views. 
The privacy afforded by the ravine lot means 
blinds or drapes are optional, even in the 
upstairs en suite. 

Each ceiling 
is different, 
accentuated 
with layered 
carpentry 
work.

LEFT: A sweeping staircase with iron spindles offer 
a clear view to the upper level. BELOW LEFT: A 
dramatic chandelier adds sparkle. BELOW: Built-in 
cabinetry provides much-needed function in the 
home office.

TOP: Mirrors and integrated cabinetry instead 
of a closet keep the smaller footprint of this 
bedroom from feeling constricted. ABOVE 
LEFT: A pretty bathroom is kept light and 
bright. ABOVE: Beams in the cove ceiling 
add an interesting architectural detail to a 
secondary bedroom.

Continued on page 37

ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 7   |  3534  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 7

home & builder



Although mixing metals remains in vogue, silver and 
pewter reign in this house, with a supporting cast of 
gorgeous textured wallpapers from Crown Wallpaper 
& Fabrics. Mario was hesitant about paper, until Cristina 
won him over. She’s used it ingeniously around an electric 
fireplace, as a backdrop for black walnut shelving, on accent 
walls and tucked inside the grids of a coffered bedroom 
ceiling, where it casts a velvety sheen. 

Benjamin Moore’s Grey Overcoat hue plays a major 
role in the home’s palette, used on built-ins and cabinetry. 
Neutral silk and wool rugs soften the use of stone and 
hand-scraped, wire-brushed oak floors. Silk, faux fur, lush 
linen and wool adds romance and a touch of warmth and 
whimsy, saving the black, white and grey colour scheme from 
becoming overly cool or cold.

“Nothing to complicate the mood,” is how Mario 
describes the master en suite. Pendants hang low over a 
freestanding Bain Ultra tub with heated sides and massage 
jets. The grey, basket weave design on the walk-in shower 
floor is a delicate contrast to white and grey-flushed 
porcelain floor tiles. 

Mario is quick to give credit where it’s due. He admits that 
his “angels,” contribute hugely to his success. “In addition 
to Samira and Cristina, my project coordinators, Iryna 
Kukhar and Linda Nguyen have developed terrific working 
relationships with our trades and suppliers. During the 
busiest stages of a build, I rely on their ability to keep projects 
moving.” The team can look at the build from two viewpoints 
– practically and aesthetically – and, according to Mario, 
that’s rare in construction management.

ABOVE: Layers of millwork and a 
cove ceiling add drama to the elegant 
master bedroom. LEFT: A linear 
fireplace and integrated television are 
a beautiful, functional addition to the 
master retreat. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: 
Drawers and an island in the walk-in 
closet provide plenty of space for 
storage. TOP RIGHT: White and grey 
porcelain tile with a stylish marble 
effect add a contemporary feel. 
BOTTOM: The use of grey in the en 
suite anchors the space to the colour 
scheme in the master bedroom.

Continued on page 38
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In the lower-level home theatre, the 
three-dimensional wallpaper gives the illusion 
of movement, its geometrics appear to stand 
out from the wall, like marble columns in 
movie houses of the past. Mario spent weeks 
sketching this room, the last to be designed. 
The waterfall countertop is a masculine 
element, as is the stacked-beam ceiling, a 
labour-intensive project that required hours 
of carpentry. Subtle theatre lighting is built 
into baseboards. Despite the high-tech nature 

of the equipment, there’s not a wire to be seen. 
“This room is my baby,” Mario smiles.

Speaking of babies, Mario and Samira 
recently welcomed their third child, Oskar. In 
an earlier issue, we teased Mario for tending a 
truckload of cement while Samira was going 
into labour. Not this time. He spent three 
days sleeping at the hospital. It’s all about the 
details and he wasn’t going to miss a single one 
in the birth of his third child, another angel in 
Mario’s lucky life.  OH

ABOVE: Nothing is forgotten in the 
spectacular lower-level theatre room. BELOW, 
LEFT: A bar area in the theatre room keeps 
everything close at hand. MIDDLE: Unlike 
traditional wine cellars, this hip, contemporary 
space is light and bright. RIGHT: A bar area 
in the lower level recreation room is centrally 
located for easy entertaining.
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