
When Catherine and Joel 
Rumney were ready to build 
their ideal family home in 
Midland, they turned to Joel’s 
cousin, Derek Watson of 
Watson Group Homes.
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BUILD
A Family
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BELOW: The grey stone exterior gives the home a contemporary yet rustic 
look. RIGHT: This stunning kitchen has oodles of storage behind white, 
shaker-style cabinetry, a commercial-grade refrigerator, double wall ovens 
and a huge quartz-topped island. The backsplash and pendants add some 
sparkle. BOTTOM: The Rumney Family: Joel, Violet, Catherine and Oliver.

ABOVE: An oak staircase leading to the lower level is from Barrie 
Trim & Mouldings. LEFT: A hardy, rustic, custom pine table with 
bench seating fills the dining area. The chandelier matches the 
pendants hanging over the kitchen island. BELOW: The open floor 
plan on the main level shows off the attention to design, décor and 
finishing touches. 

Derek has been building custom homes in the region for many years. 
He works closely with his clients to help them choose everything from 
flooring and exterior finishes to kitchen counters and paint colours. He 
guides homeowners and makes sure everything flows in their space.

This 2,700 sq. ft., stone-faced house is set back on the lot in a family 
neighbourhood and backs onto a forest that provides a gorgeous 
backdrop, setting the stage for the modern yet organic atmosphere 
consistent both inside and outside of the home.

“We purchased the lot before we were ready to build,” says 
Catherine. “We were going to stay in our home in Victoria Harbour 
until our kids were older, but then our daycare provider was closing 
and we didn’t want to move the kids to a new school midway. So we 
said to Derek ‘we want to build but we have to be in and done by 
September.’ ” Joel jokes, “I don’t think he’ll do that again.”

With their two young children, Violet and Oliver, this home was 
built with family in mind. “We looked at a few of Derek’s different 
models and we fell in love with the majority of this one,” says Catherine. 
“Then we saw another custom home he built and we loved the master 
wing so we asked if we could take this model and put the two plans 
together. So, I guess we amalgamated two floor plans in the end.”

The Rumneys added their own personal touches to their home. “We 
also changed minor things like the modern island and added window 
seats in the kids’ rooms,” says Catherine. “They use the window 
seats every day.” Continued on page 78

The waffle ceiling 
is a stunning 
architectural feature.
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LEFT: The inspiration for the dry-stacked fireplace 
came from a Blue Mountain ski club. BOTTOM LEFT: 
A large barn door in the living area leads to the kids’ 
rooms. BOTTOM RIGHT: The mudroom behind the 
kitchen keeps this family organized and the home 
clutter-free.

The home is a mix of modern and rustic 
elements. Exposed, reclaimed barn beams 
from Untiqued were installed in the beautiful 
master bedroom when framing the home, a 
contrast to the modern gourmet kitchen.

It’s reminiscent of walking into a modern 
chalet. The floor-to-ceiling, dry-stacked, 
stone fireplace demands attention. Installed 
by Watson Group Homes and inspired by 
a business trip. “It’s like the fireplace at the 
Craigleith Ski Club,” says Joel. “I was there for 
a meeting and I remember sitting there staring 
at it and thinking it’s so imperfectly perfect 
because of the stone work.”

Looking around this open space, it’s 
hard to conceive that a family of four lives 
here – there’s no clutter. But this was all a 
strategically thought-out plan. “All of the 
TV boxes are in the pantry so it’s all tidy and 
there’s no messy cords or boxes sitting by 
the TVs,” says Catherine. This system was 
installed by Full Line Electronics complete 
with six zones of audio. “We even hid our 
outlets in our backsplashes throughout the 
house,” explains Catherine.

The stylish living room chairs, sofa and 
coffee table, all from Urban Barn, enrich 
the modern element against the stone 
fireplace setting.

Off to the right hangs a spectacular 
barn door, custom-made by Markham 
Wood Works, adding to the eclectic rustic 
atmosphere all while saving space.

Open to the kitchen and dining area, the 
room embraces the warmth, balancing old 
and new, complete with a four-and-a-half by 
10-foot Cambria Quartz island surrounded 
by stainless appliances. “We picked out all of 
our Electrolux appliances and countertops 
at the Toronto Home Show. I like the look of 
granite but we wanted quartz because of the 
antibacterial elements,” says Catherine.

Continued on page 80
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The kitchen radiates gourmet but 
underneath it’s highly efficient for a family, 
boasting two dishwashers plus a pantry 
off the back of the kitchen and drawers 
under the island. All the appliances enhance 
the stainless-steel penny tile backsplash, 
installed by Alair Homes Georgian Bay. 
Deep commercial-inspired sinks by Franke 
Kindred Canada Ltd. and gorgeous lighting 
tie the look together. Contrasting white maple 

cabinets by Raywal Cabinets provide a 
country chic feel.

The oak engineered hardwood floors from 
Carpet One Floor & Home warm the 
space and run all throughout the home, adding 
to the natural wood and creating the illusion 
of one continuous space.

A remarkable distressed-pine table by 
Markham Wood Works was custom made 
with the bench to match. Chairs from IKEA 

add the perfect modern twist to the room.
Every single light in the house is from 

Glass Lighting Gallery. “We went 
in and said ‘that one, that one...’ ” says 
Catherine. They wanted to get everything 
from one store due to the constrictive 
timeline of the build.

The oak staircase built by Barrie Trim & 
Mouldings Inc. subtly adds charm to the 
home, leading to the lower level.

Beams salvaged from a local barn 
are raised again in the master 
bedroom. RIGHT & BELOW: Ocean 
blue drapes frame the vessel tub in 
the en suite. A custom vanity with 
double sinks sits on porcelain floors 
that mimic hardwood.

Continued on page 82
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BELOW: The kids share a bathroom, located 
between their bedrooms. BELOW LEFT: Oliver’s 
room is full of his favourite things and it, too, has 
a window seat. BELOW RIGHT: In the lower level, 
Violet has her own dance room while Oliver has a 
shooting gallery where he can practise his shot all 
year round.

Built-in window seats in both of the kids’ 
rooms create a personal lounge space they 
both use daily. A joining bathroom was built 
with future teenagers in mind. “We tried to be 
smart to have a bathroom and shower separate 
for when someone’s doing makeup and the 
other needs a shower for when they get older,” 
says Catherine.

The master bedroom is set off to one side of 
the house. The couple have a stunning en suite 
complete with a rectangular soaker tub from 
Costco, a vanity by Raywal Cabinets and a 
large shower and a walk-in closet. All tiles are 
from Tilemaster. 

In the bedroom, two walkout doors look 
out to the natural setting of the backyard 
forest. It’s beautifully furnished. Their 
bed, night tables and an oversize clock are 
all from Urban Barn. The shelving is from 
Saturday Afternoons. 

This basement is a kids’ and parents’ 
dream, complete with a dance/music studio 
and a hockey room. Cork flooring by Torlys 
Floors warms the entire space comfortably. 
A dry-stack fireplace and a wet bar complete 
this fully finished family oasis. 

The Rumneys are looking forward to their 
sixth summer in their beautiful home.  OH

Violet’s room 
is violet. The 
window seat is 
Violet’s favourite 
place to 
sit and read.
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