
THE WALLS ARE OPEN ALL SUMMER
LONG AT THIS CONTEMPORARY HOME
NEAR THORNBURY.  Continued on page 54
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The impressive Fantasy Brown Quartzite 
kitchen island is ready to entertain a crowd. 
The mirror backsplash lets light into the 
pantry behind the kitchen and reflects the 
water view.
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“The integration with the waterfront 
– to slide the walls back and have an 
expansive deck space that truly is a 
part of the home, to be inside and 
outside at the same time – is very 
grounding,” says the owner of this 
home on Georgian Bay. 

The expressive house was built by the father-daughter team of 
Dave and Christine Harrington of Absolute Craftsmen three 
years ago. The owners, a successful entrepreneur, his wife and their 
two children, wanted the home to have the open feeling of an estate 
in the hills of California or the oceanfront in Miami, where they 
have spent time. 

Brad Abbott of Abbott Design drew the home’s plans to 
maximize the 180-degree water views over the bay. “We stay here as 
much as we can. The natural environment has brought a balance to 
our lives that we wouldn’t have if we lived all our time in the city,” 
says the owner. 

The family was immersed in the collaborative approach to 
the home’s making.

They started spending winter weekends skiing and snowboarding 
in the region over 10 years ago when their children were young.  

A live-edge dining table brings another 
natural element into the open-plan main floor. 
The polished stainless-steel base and chairs 
reflect light from the double-height windows. 
Leaves provided by Collingwood Flowers and 
Home Decor. OPPOSITE, BOTTOM: Pivoting 
wood and glass panels create a division 
between the front foyer and the rest of the 
main floor. They can be opened more or less 
to create different flows for the space.

LEFT: With smiles on their faces, Dave and Christine 
Harrington of Absolute Craftsmen stand proudly in 
front of this spectacular waterfront home. BELOW: 
On a trip with the builder to select counters for the 
home, the owners considered this ivory-toned onyx a 
candidate for a back-lit vanity before Dave suggested 
it could serve as subtle, integrated artwork in the 
front foyer.

Continued on page 56
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It didn’t take long to find a camaraderie in the community and realize 
that the winter playground also had beautiful, warm, summer waters. 
With a peaceful hour-and-a-half distance on country roads from their 
home north of Toronto, the commute has become an opportunity to 
decompress. “My wife and I have been able to nurture our kids and our 
lives, moving my business forward while ensuring we spend time with 
our family and friends,” says the owner. 

Having abundant space to entertain was vital to the floor plan, as 
was having clean lines throughout. “We had kept hearing about Dave 
and Christine and the work that they do, so when we were planning 
our home, and Absolute Craftsmen said they would have it finished in 
13 months, where other builders had projected two or two-and-a-half 
years, their speed impressed us,” says the owner. “We have been amazed 

LEFT: Low-slung contemporary furnishings let the 
180-degree view take centre stage. The custom 
chandelier emphasizes the double-storey height. 
ABOVE: Onyx was used again in the main-floor guest 
bathroom. Back lighting shows the beauty of this unique 
stone. BELOW: The three-storey floating, glass-enclosed 
staircase allows light to flood into the front foyer and the 
lower level.

with Dave’s creativity – no matter what we 
dreamed up, he was able to bring it to light, 
there was no resistance. When something 
didn’t go right, he never had an issue with 
making changes to modify it. Three years later, 
any time we need repairs or have issues, Dave 
or Christine take care of it.” 

Dave and Christine credit their team at 
Absolute Craftsmen with making the build 
come to life. “We have a truly perfectionist 
core crew that have been with us for many 
years,” says Christine. “They each understand 
the level of craftsmanship that is needed in 
every single detail. You can see how proud 
they are of the work that they do, and we 
couldn’t execute the quality that we do 
without them.” 

Oak panel feature ceilings in the 10,000 sq. 
ft. space bring warmth to the home’s bright, 
sleek aesthetic. The Harringtons integrated 
every detail in a cohesive way inside and out.

While the waterfront side of the home is 
mainly glass (Applewood Glass & Mirror), 
the front exterior curtain wall incorporates 
windows and maintenance-free Trespa panels 
in European walnut. Inside the front entry, 
to provide some mystery, a series of pivoting 
ivory and glass panels create a visual break 
to the view beyond, and can be opened or 
closed for privacy. Continued on page 58

An integrated patio off the kitchen has a retractable 
power screen wall. A wood-burning fireplace extends the 
season and evening. All exterior stone was supplied and 
installed by Steve’s Masonry. ABOVE: Looking from the 
living room into the kitchen, the owners can gaze along 
Georgian Bay’s shoreline.

Just the right salad for summer, 
ripe juicy tomatoes, fresh 
bocconcini and fragrant basil are 
ready for lunch.
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Lighting and the home’s mood after 
sundown was important to the owners. A 
custom chandelier with coloured glass panels 
hangs in the foyer and is repeated in the 
kitchen with turquoise and sea green tones. A 
light valance runs the perimeter of the great 
room to accent the room’s height. 

Outside, five fire features contribute 
ambience across the back of the home. 
The family worked with The Landmark 
Group on the landscape architecture and 
design, while Parklawn Landscaping 
handled the landscape construction and 
Thornbury Clear Choice Pools & Spas 
installed the lap pool. 

Mirrored glass appears as the kitchen 
backsplash, as practical as it is beautiful. 
“When we have guests over, of course we 
congregate in the kitchen, so we might have 
10 people seated at the island facing inward. 
With the mirror, they still have a view of that 
water,” says the owner. The two-way glass also 
serves to draw light into the pantry tucked 
behind the wall, which would otherwise 
be a dark space. 

Upstairs, Absolute Craftsmen designed 
and built a custom quarter-sawn white oak 
bed with built-in side tables in the master 
bedroom. In continuity, the ceilings feature 
the same white oak panels that appear on the 
home’s main level. A smoked glass mirror is set 
into the headboard as a room divider to allow 
natural light into the open walk-in closet. 

Continued on page 62

TOP: Tranquility reigns in the master bedroom, painted Benjamin Moore’s 
Pashmina. The custom quarter-sawn white oak bed has a mirror inset in 
the headboard that streams light into the walk-in closet behind. All floral 
arrangements in the master suite were supplied by Collingwood Flowers 
and Home Decor. ABOVE: A spa experience awaits in the master bath 
with a large tub, a walk-in shower with an oversize rain shower head and 
fluffy white towels under the double vanity. LEFT: The private deck off 
the master suite lets the homeowners relax together, enjoying the view. 
OPPOSITE, TOP: If Georgian Bay is too cold or rough, the pool (Thornbury 
Clear Choice Pools & Spas) offers a nice spot to cool off. BOTTOM: A view 
of this modern masterpiece from the water’s edge.

In the master bedroom 
there’s a spot to 
enjoy the view on a 
rainy day.

One of f ive f ire features on the rear 
deck, this sits on the water side corner 
of the pool. Its f lames dance in the 
breeze off the bay.
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RIGHT: For evening entertainment, the main 
floor games room has stools to watch the action 
around the pool table and a bar area so drinks 
are close at hand. The room is painted Benjamin 
Moore’s Gray Mist. BELOW: The deliveryman 
jokingly asked Christine why the parcel was so 
heavy. “It feels like it is full of rocks,” he said. 
Christine laughed and said, “you are right, it is 
rocks!” These polished stones bring the shoreline 
into the lower level under the stairs. BOTTOM 
LEFT: A wall of glass keeps the gym light and airy. 

ABOVE: Wall to wall carpet gives soft footing for games of foosball and ping 
pong. The whole family can stretch out on the sectional sofa for movie nights. 
Extra space is used by the daughter to practice handstands and cartwheels.

Custom Built Homes By Dave & CHristine Harrington 
705.446.7072  •  www.absolutecraftsmen.ca
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LEFT: A feature wall made from varied cuts of MDF 
and painted Yamaha blue creates the headboard 
in the son’s bedroom. BOTTOM LEFT: Touches of 
turquoise were requested by the daughter. Dave and 
Christine obliged with this beautiful tile inset in her 
en suite shower. BOTTOM RIGHT: The daughter’s 
bedroom also gives her a view over the water and 
offers a cosy spot to do homework.

The tranquil setting in the en suite 
contributes to the relaxed atmosphere of the 
home. A spa-like vessel tub sits on a raised 
teak platform with a bed of polished river 
rocks beneath. Teak slats for the shower floor 
are repeated on the shower ceiling, where an 
oversize rain head is positioned. A private 
deck off the master suite gives the owners a 
personal view of not only the morning sunrise 
over the bay, but the evening sunset in the 
west. All motorized window coverings by 
Ashton’s Blinds Draperies Shutters.

Through the experience of building the 
serene home, the owners and the Absolute 
Craftsmen team developed a deep mutual 
respect. The owners say they would have 
loved the builders to work on an estate for the 
family closer to Toronto, but know that the 
Harringtons prefer to stick close to home in 
Southern Georgian Bay. “I don’t think we can 
duplicate the magic we have with Dave and 
Christine,” says the owner.  OH

"Janet is an outstanding real estate agent! She went the extra 
mile to ensure that our home would attract many potential 
purchasers - excellent marketing materials, open houses, 
staging and more. She negotiated very effectively and sold 
our property in less than a week for more than the list price. 
Janet is very personable and professional. I would recommend 
Janet to anyone who is looking to buy or sell a home in the 
Collingwood area."

Jason M. 
Seller, Historic Snowbridge, The Blue Mountains

Steve’s Masonry is a team of 
master stone masons, well respected 
and sought after for their custom interior 
and exterior stone work as well as one-
of-a-kind fireplaces. We will exceed 
your expectations in achieving unique 
results in building projects of any scale. 
Steve’s Masonry has served the builders 
and home owners of Collingwood, 
Blue Mountain and surrounding area 
since 2004 with a commitment to 
providing the highest quality stone work 
and customer service for our clients. 
 

705-441-6803  |  www.stevewallmasonry.com

Put our passion to work for you.
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