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This gem of a property has been transformed inside and out by 
Lou and Sandy Nitsopoulos. There’s a deck on every level with 
stunning views of the backyard playground and the waters of 
Kempenfelt Bay. It’s a short walk through the yard and down to 
the dock to admire Barrie’s downtown core.

Lou and Sandy Nitsopoulos’s north Barrie home 
is in the best of all worlds: Close to the action 
downtown yet situated on its own quiet waterfront 
lot with an unparalleled view of sailboats, fireworks 
and sunshine.

 
Lou is a land developer. His projects include Innisfil’s Innisbrook 
Estates, Midhurst’s Bridlegate Estates and Barrie’s Bayshore Landing. 
Lou and Sandy also partner with Bob and Linda Graves of Homes 
by DayCor to bring other developments to Barrie and the surrounding 
area, as well as expand the custom building arm. Lou and Sandy clearly 
love their jobs. “It’s really neat to see communities come together,” says 
Lou. “That’s exciting for me.” 

In 2009 Lou and Sandy sold their home in Midhurst with the 
on-trend high ceilings and open-concept layout to move into a smaller 
home with renovation potential in this perfect location. Using their 
know-how as builders, they totally transformed the home, inside and 
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out, and added a screened-in porch at the 
back. They also added a deck off the master 
bedroom on the top floor and revamped the 
lower level, building a second kitchen and bar 
area with easy access to the pool area out back. 
The result is a fabulous mix of old and new. 

 “You have to build in the character,” 
explains Lou. “If you don’t have the big 
attributes like high ceilings it’s nice to 
create a home that’s unique.” “But still 
comfortable,” Sandy adds. 

Is theirs a home, cottage or condo? 
Lou figures it’s easily all three and the 
couple loves everything their extensive 
renovation accomplished.

Lou wanted waterfront and Sandy wanted 
downtown living, so the property was the 
ideal compromise, with two deeded lots; one 
on either side of a waterfront walking and 
biking trail that runs all the way from the 
south end of Barrie to Orillia. 

Barrie offers plenty of waterfront activities 
and while they can view firework displays 
from their home, for other events, Lou says, 
“We can boat over, walk over, bike over or 
drive over; we’ve got all the options.”  

A beach house 
vibe dominates 
the decor in this 
home, built in 
the 1940s, and 
renovated top 
to bottom by 
Sandy and Lou.

TOP: The quaint kitchen fills with light from the sash 
windows facing the water. TOP RIGHT: Lou and Sandy 
enjoy the sunshine on the porch of their waterside cabin. 
OPPOSITE: Wicker bar stools and chairs complement comfy 
slip-covered sofas and dining chairs in the cosy breakfast 
nook and lounge off the kitchen.

Continued on page 81
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He adds that Barrie still feels like a town to them, even though it has 
had enormous growth, because, “once you discover the downtown and 
all it has to offer, you realize it’s quaint and beautiful.”

The original 50-plus-year-old home had white vinyl siding with 
red brick. Lou and Sandy completely transformed the exterior with 
all new smoky brick, cedar shakes, siding, timbers and roof, plus they 
replaced many of the windows (windows by Pollard; siding and roof 
by Rainer’s Siding & Roofing). The interior has retained much of 
its original charm, with some added touches, like new trim, shiplap, 
built-ins and paint. All four bathrooms were renovated with beautiful 
slate and marble. They purchased all their new flooring and paint 
from Irvine Carpet One Floor & Home. They found all the new 
bathroom fixtures at Bathworks.

The centrepiece of the renovation and favourite family hangout spot 
is the three-season, screened-in porch at the rear of the home, complete 
with a “screen slammer,” as Lou fondly refers to the loud wooden 
door that provides access to the backyard. Several other large screens, 
raised and lowered by remote, provide protection from the bugs but an 
unobstructed view of the backyard pool and waterfront. A gas fireplace 
mutes the chill in the spring and fall months while the deep recess 
of the 25-by-30-foot room provides welcome shade in the summer. 
Comfy seating is perfect for viewing sports on a big screen TV and a 

TOP: Another cosy corner in the living room, with shiplap-covered walls, provides 
a perfect spot to curl up with a book when the weather turns. TOP RIGHT: The 
lower level has been transformed into a space for entertaining family and friends. 
A nautical décor dominates. RIGHT: The downstairs kitchen features white shiplap 
on the walls, a quartz waterfall island and easy access to the pool area.

The extensive renovations included turning 
the former garage into this lovely screened-in 
porch on the main level.

Continued on page 82
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dining table is set for meals. Sandy found a lot 
of her furnishings and décor at Dwellings 
in Craighurst. 

The beams in the sunroom ceiling are solid 
Douglas fir and the structure was assembled 
at the front of the house and had to be lifted 
by crane into place at the rear. All exterior 
timber came from Essa Timberframe. 
All the electrical work was completed by 
Vespra Electric Inc.

On certain evenings in the summer, Lou 
and Sandy love to sit on the upper deck and 
watch the sailboats from the nearby yacht 
club. The top deck is the sunniest of three 
levels added in the renovation and Lou refers 
to it as “the condo” because it’s off their 
master bedroom and has a spectacular view 
unhindered by glass panels. 

Unique architectural features that aren’t 
usually replicated in modern homes are what 
drew the couple to this home in the first place, 
like sloped ceilings in the upper bedrooms and 
a split at the top of the stairs leading to the 

TOP LEFT: The 
modern office on 
the top floor has a 
spectacular view 
of the bay. TOP 
RIGHT: Lou’s music 
room upstairs. 
LEFT: Back 
downstairs, custom 
built-ins were 
added in the living 
room, furnished 
with a lounger on 
a large natural jute 
area rug. The new 
floors were stained 
to match the 
original floors in the 
kitchen area. 

Continued on page 84
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east and west bedroom wings. The original single-hung windows in the 
kitchen have beautiful apothecary pulls and there’s a cosy sitting area 
just off the countertop island so the cook doesn’t feel isolated. 

 “We liked the old feel, similar to the Beaches neighbourhood in 
Toronto, so we didn’t replace everything,” says Sandy. “We kept the 
original floor but had to add new hardwood in some spots that we 
matched with stain.” 

They added about 370 cedar trees to form a hedge around the 
backyard to provide privacy but to also blend their landscaping with 
the neighbour’s 30-year-old hedges. “We bought the same species and 
in a few years it will fill in nicely,” says Lou. Landscaping by Flynn 
Landscape Design.

The deck off the master suite 
offers a private escape and 
a perfect perch to watch 
the sun rise and set over 
Kempenfelt Bay.

An iron bed and oval window 
cut into the shiplap walls in the 
master suite add to the nautical 
theme throughout the home. 
The en suite was transformed 
to include a dual-sink custom 
vanity, a vessel tub and an 
exquisite tiled black and white 
“rug” in the centre of the room.
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When Sandy and Lou want to head to their “cottage,” they walk 
through their backyard and pause at the trail. “Look both ways,” warns 
Lou, who jokes about the cottage-country traffic on the walking and 
biking trail. From there, a walk down to beach, boathouse and dock 
offers a taste of cottage life with spectacular views of downtown Barrie. 

Although empty nesters, Lou and Sandy’s adult children still 
venture back from Toronto frequently. “It’s like a cottage to them,” 
says Sandy. The converted boathouse comes complete with loft beds, 
electricity, cable to watch sports, a bathroom and incredible views. 

Home, cottage or condo? It is all that and more.  OH

ABOVE: Canadiana from Dwellings dominates the décor in the cabin at the water to 
celebrate Canada’s 150th birthday. TOP & BOTTOM LEFT: Daughter Natasha’s lower 
level bedroom and walk-in closet. 
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