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POSSIBLE
Anything’s

After cottaging on an island for 35 years, Dan and Diana 
Lawrie were ready for a change. They looked at several 
properties on the mainland but ended up purchasing 

the very first one they saw, in Tiny Beaches. 

It was private, on the waterfront, with 
gorgeous views. The existing cottage 
needed a lot of work, but they loved the 
unique layout and just knew that with the 
right team they could transform it.

The couple hired Justin Thompson 
and Mike Ribout, owners of Alair 
Homes Georgian Bay to oversee the 
extensive renovation, and they couldn’t 
be happier with the end result. Dan and 
Diana knew from the first meeting that 
Justin and Mike were the right choice. “We 
would adopt these guys if we could” says 
Diana. “They are amazing. They go over 
and above what is required. They listen to 
the client and truly strive to meet each and 
every request that is made of them.”

 “They are different than any other 
contractors we have worked with in the 
past,” says Dan. Alair Homes uses an online 

project management software, which allows 
clients to view and control all project details, 
including design and estimation, budgeting 
and project management.

The Lawries worked with the entire 
Alair team and met most of the trades. They 
were blown away by the services received. 
“Alair hires the best trades,” says Diana. 
“Everyone worked together and they were 
flexible with changes in the schedule to 

keep the project moving.”
Justin, Mike, Project Manager Elliott 

Sheaves, and their team transformed 
the cottage into a 3,128 sq. ft. retreat, 
including extensive landscaping outside. 
Six land variances had to be obtained 
before the renovation could proceed, 
and Justin’s professional knowledge and 
organized demeanor were the key to 
smoothing the process. 

OPPOSITE: An iconic Viceroy cottage was 
taken back to its bare bones and transformed 
into a stunning retreat. RIGHT: The dining area 
is situated for convenience right next to the 
kitchen. BELOW: A butler’s pantry is tucked 
behind the kitchen with a convenient walkout to 
a small patio with stairs to the beach.

Continued on page 56
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Alair took the original Viceroy back to 
its bare bones, then expanded the entire 
structure by several feet, eliminating a 
bedroom to make the dining room and 
master bath larger, and creating a nook off 
the kitchen. A butler’s pantry with lots of 
cupboards and a wine cooler are tucked 
into the nook along with a tiny table by the 
window, perfect for a quiet breakfast for two. 
The kitchen is by Kei-Lor Kitchen & Bath. 

To open up the space and finish off the 
lower level bedrooms, the Lawries used floor-
to-ceiling window coverings on the “high-off-
the-floor windows.” All window coverings are 
by Blair Interiors & Window Fashions.

The cosy upper level features a great room 
with a fireplace and a spectacular view of the 
bay. The rustic coffee table was designed by 
Dan, who calls it “probably the only five-
legged table you’ll find.” It features five corners 
with a long, smooth-angled edge that beckons 
to the seating area and prevents barking 
shins. Perkinsfield Rustic Furniture 
built the table.

Skylights installed in the 
soaring pine ceiling flood 
the kitchen with light.

TOP: A beautifully designed white 
kitchen has it all: a large granite-
topped island with a built-in stove 
top, wall ovens, large refrigerator 
and lots of storage. LEFT: Justin 
Thompson of Alair Homes. ABOVE: 
The laundry room is located on the 
lower level. 

A smal l table in the 
pantry is a favourite 
spot to enjoy the 
morning sunshine with 
a cup of coffee.  

Continued on page 58
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The master bedroom has a balcony for 
sipping coffee in the morning or wine in the 
evening while enjoying the view. Diana laughs 
and says they haven’t actually used it yet 
“because there are so many places to sit.”

 The porcelain flooring for the laundry 
room was chosen by the Lawries while in 
Florida. They found the tile online, only to 
discover the U.S. source didn’t ship to Canada 
so Sheaves had it shipped to a relative’s home 
near the border, then drove down and picked 

it up for them. Diana says, “Now that is going 
above and beyond in our eyes and just one 
more example of the great work Alair does.”

The whole cottage is scented from the 
wooden walls, a bright clean finish that will 
become a darkened honey over time. The 
wood, including the floor, was supplied by 
Georgian Bay Forest Products, distributed 
by South Parry Lumber in Parry Sound. Russ 
Quinn from Straightline Contracting 
installed all the walls, ceiling and trim and 

“did an amazing job, it was an incredible 
amount of work,” says Justin.

A separate artist studio flooded with 
natural light next to the main cottage is a 
favourite spot for Dan to pursue his music and 
art hobbies while away from the city.

Dan and Diana can’t say enough about 
landscapers S. Charlebois Haulage and 
Excavating Ltd. “Bryan Stewart is just 
amazing,” says Dan. “He is an artist himself. 
For me it was just a dream to work with 

ABOVE: Imagine waking up to this view of Georgian Bay. 
Builder Justin Thompson of Alair Homes says Russ Quinn 
did an amazing job installing pine on the walls, ceilings 
and trim. TOP RIGHT: The master bedroom has a balcony. 
RIGHT: The custom vanity in the main bathroom has two 
sinks and lots of storage. Slate floors anchor the room. 

Continued on page 60

The pine wal ls and 
ceilings wil l age 
into the colour of 
honey over time.
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someone who had that artistic bent and who is 
absolutely passionate about what he does.” Both Bryan 
and lead hand Joel Dorion were the creative minds 
behind the stonework.

Baumer’s Electrical Services upgraded the 
entire electrical system, and installed all of the outside 
lighting. “They handled all modifications quickly and 
professionally,” says Diana.

Garthside Ltd. worked on the existing heating 
system and installed central air conditioning.

Creative Tiles “did an amazing job” installing all 
the tile for the bathrooms and entryways.

The lower level has additional bedrooms, laundry and a 
comfortable great room with a custom entertainment unit 
by Perkinsfield Rustic Furniture. TOP LEFT AND RIGHT:  
There are two additional bedrooms upstairs on the main 
level. Custom bedding and window coverings in the 
bedrooms are from Blair Interiors & Window Fashions.

Continued on page 62
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The striking exterior of the cottage is painted Newburyport 
Blue, by Benjamin Moore, with red and white accents. The cedar 
shake accents installed by Rainer’s Siding and Roofing 
complete the rustic yet fresh cottage look. 

With construction continuing through most of the summer 
last year, the Lawries are eager to spend this spring and summer 
just relaxing and spending time there. Dan says, “It’s a great 
retreat for recharging. We have pretty busy lives so we come here 
and just chill out.”

They are grateful to Alair Homes Georgian Bay for making 
their “dream cottage” a reality. “We could not have done it 
without them!” OH

On a clear day you can see Blue 
Mountain across Georgian Bay.

Benjamin Moore 
Newburyport Blue

HC-155

RIGHT: Every rock 
on the waterside was 
placed with precision 
by S. Charlebois 
Haulage and 
Excavating. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: 
The landscaping 
out front includes 
a pergola and 
pebble walking 
path. BELOW: Alair 
Homes built a lovely 
shed that Dan uses 
as his art studio. 
It’s a mini-version 
of the the newly 
transformed cottage. 
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SILVERCREEK AQUACULTURE
Erin, Ontario - 519.833.2559 www.silvercreekponds.com

POND STOCKING
Rainbow, Brown & Speckled Trout

DELUXE PACKAGE - $399
INCLUDES AIRLINE, AIRSTONE, 
CHECK VALVE PLUS - FREEZE 
CONTROL, TILT PACKAGE, 50’ 

WEIGHTED AIRLINE, DECOY DUCK & 
4L NATURE’S POND CONDITIONER.
SAVES $150 IF BOUGHT SEPARATELY!

8-10” 
TROUT
$1.99

10-12” 
TROUT
$2.49

(min 100) (min 100)

AQUA CONTROL EVOLUTION
6 Pattern Fountain

1/2 HP, GFI/timer, 115V, 100ft Cord 
Buy both aerator & lights & receive $100 discount & 

decorative fountain head - $150 value

Less than 100 add 50¢

16FT WINDMILL
$1299

20FT WINDMILL
$1499

24FT WINDMILL
$1699

.99

.99

.99

KOENDER WINDMILLS - includes 100’ airline, airstone, check valve

March/April Aerator Special $199999  4 LED Light set $79999

Compare
& Save

12FT POWDER COATED YARDMILL FOR SMALLER PONDS
COLOURS - RED/WHITE, GREEN/YELLOW, BRONZE

$599     COMPLETE WITH AIRLINE, AIRSTONE.99

ASK ABOUT 
OUR POND 

CONSULTATION 
SERVICE. TWO 

PROFESSIONAL 
BIOLOGISTS 
ON STAFF. 
60 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE.

NATURE’S POND 
CONDITIONER

$99.99

Blue & bacteria 
all in one. Add 

ASAP for 
improved pond 
in the Spring!

BASS
AVAILABLE
JUNE/JULY

2017 

12” +
TROUT
$3.49
(min 100)

6-8”
TROUT
$1.49
(min 100)

4-6” 
TROUT
.99¢

 
(min 100)

Ontario’s Best Price!

BLOCKS SUNLIGHT

2016 PRICING FOR MARCH/APRIL

WE SOLVE WEED, ALGAE & ODOUR PROBLEMS

SAVE $$$ / BUY NOW ! TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 2016 PRICING. 
AVOID 2017 USD ADJUSTMENTS. BUY MARCH/APRIL & SAVE MONEY!
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