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“NO BEIGE AND NO BROWN.” BOTH BRENDA BAZINET AND HER
CUSTOM BUILDER JOEL LAURIN OF JVL HOME IMPROVEMENTS LTD.

LAUGH WHEN THEY AGREE THAT THIS COLOUR REQUEST FROM
BAZINET WAS DEFINITELY ONE OF THE CHALLENGES FOR THE

DESIGN OF HER NEWLY BUILT HOME IN TINY TOWNSHIP, FROM THE
EXTERIOR BRICK TO THE FLOORING – EVEN THE KITCHEN. 

Cambria quartz counters top custom 
black-and-white cabinetry by Perkinsfield 
Kitchen and Bath. A passthrough to 
the dining room makes entertaining a 
little easier.
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 “It’s not that I don’t like those colours,” 
Bazinet says. “My cottage is all wood 
and browns, beiges and rust colours, but 
this time I just wanted black and white.” 
She was originally thinking she’d like an 
all-black floor but was warned that black 
shows everything, so she settled for a 
burned oak floor from Majestic North 
Floors Inc. with distinct rivers of black 
grain instead. 

Joel, who was recommended to 
Bazinet’s family by Mike Desroches of 
Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath Inc., says, 
“One of the big challenges we faced from 
the start was building on wetlands within 
an environmentally protected zone so it 
took a lot of planning, but everything came 
together quite nicely. We did a really big 
drainage plan to make sure that everything 
was dry.” The property is comprised of 
seven acres of mostly forest, which abuts 
a popular multi-use trail and guarantees 
backyard privacy during all seasons since 
no one can build on it.

Joel says he likes working on new 
builds. “There’s always new, innovative 
stuff and in a custom design you’re 
responsible for everything from the 
ground up,” he says. The living space in 
the Bazinet home is 6,000 square feet, 
including the finished basement, which 
has luxurious heated floors, high ceilings 
and big windows.

Bazinet says Joel is great to work with, 
especially for those who may not have any 
experience in homebuilding. “I feel really 
comfortable with Joel,” she says. “He gets 
you involved in the process and he makes 
you feel comfortable asking questions.” 

She adds that during the building 
process she felt like part of the team, 
her opinion was sought and valued 
when needed and the trades, like 
Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath Inc. and 
Georgian Landscape, were friendly 
and accommodating. Eric Desroches of 
Georgian Landscape designed the backyard 
pool area, complete with a pool waterfall 

RIGHT: Black subway tiles add texture on 
the backsplash and there’s a fun tile focal 
point above the cooktop. BELOW: The 
kitchen nook has a beautiful view of the 
pool and landscaping in the backyard. 

Burned oak wide planks cover 
the entire main floor, including 
the lounge off the kitchen. 

Dessert is served on the 
huge quartz-topped island in 
the kitchen.
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over the neighbourhood,” she laughs. The area 
is perfect for both summer boating and winter 
snowmobiling, plus it has easy access to Barrie 
and the family cottage in Muskoka.

Bazinet has a few favourite spots in her new 
home, including the sunroom with indoor hot 
tub and sauna plus her sanctuary upstairs. But 
she is especially fond of her expansive kitchen. 
The kitchen, by Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath 
Inc., is exactly what she envisioned, with lots 
of counter and storage space and a large island 
so guests can visit in the kitchen while Bazinet 
is prepping food. “It never fails – you can 
have all the space in the world and everybody 
congregates in the kitchen,” Bazinet says. If 
there is an overflow of guests, the open concept 
means they can sit in the adjoining family room 
and still feel a part of the fun. 

She did encounter an issue with picking 
a black and white kitchen. “I didn’t realize 
there were quite so many shades of white,” 
Bazinet says. The kitchen cupboards are 
white with white trim and white ceilings. 
The plan was to also have white appliances. 
But none of the whites matched each other 
exactly. “We worked with Mike and we 
figured out if we broke up the white we 
wouldn’t notice it quite so much.” She 
replaced the white appliances with black, and 
black paint on the crown moulding atop the 
cupboards provides a bold contrast between 
the walls and the ceiling. 

and stone decking. Bazinet says Eric 
accommodated her desire for little 
outdoor work by selecting very 
low-maintenance plantings, like tall 
perennial grasses, for the backyard 
pool and deck area. A wood-burning 
fire pit and several seating areas 
beckon visitors to relax and enjoy the 
quiet forest scenery.

When entertaining, Bazinet enjoys 
the Sonos sound system installed by 
Dan Laurin of Electrical Layout 
Design who also completed all 
the electrical work in the home. 
“Whenever anyone sees our utilities 
room they are always amazed at how 
meticulous Dan was with labelling so 
you know exactly what everything is 
for,” says Bazinet.

Prior to breaking ground, 
Bazinet and Joel spent about a year 

tweaking the design with Dupuis 
& Ouellet Inc. in Penetanguishene. 
“Our better jobs have about a year of 
planning, when we can sit down and 
look at the design and really build 
the whole house before the actual 
building happens,” Joel explains. 
“It’s a smoother process from start to 
finish, not just for me but from the 
homeowner’s side.”

Bazinet’s parents and 
grandparents are from the 
Penetanguishene area and she moved 
here when she was 14 years old. “I 
like this part of Tiny Beaches because 
we’re remote, so you get that out-of-
town feeling and a little more privacy 
but it’s still close enough to town for 
convenience,” she says. Her son lives 
up the street and her sister is building 
a new home close by. “We’re taking 

TOP LEFT: Grey stone covers the exterior of the 
expansive home. TOP RIGHT: Builder Joel Laurin of 
JVL Home Improvements Ltd. says the construction 
of the entire home came together nicely. ABOVE 
LEFT: The hot tub and sauna room is located inside 
just off the raised patio. ABOVE RIGHT: Shiplap 

adds a nice touch to the mudroom, where custom 
built-ins keep things contained and organized.  
OPPOSITE, TOP: The pool house stores the 
mechanics and doubles as a bar. BOTTOM: 
Georgian Landscape designed the backyard 
pool area. 
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The stovetop backsplash was chosen by Natalie Hutton 
of Natalie Hutton Designs to provide a whimsical focal 
point for the black and white theme. “Natalie is a lifesaver,” 
Bazinet says. Daunted by the many design decisions facing her, 
Bazinet was grateful for Hutton’s guidance when choosing 
lighting, bathroom fixtures and tiles plus accessories for her 
new home. Bazinet wanted to stay with a black and white 
theme throughout the home so she could add splashes of 
colour with throw pillows and décor as the seasons change.

Bazinet’s sanctuary is her bedroom, en suite with heated 
floors and walk-in closet. A double-sided fireplace in the 
bedroom and en suite adds cosiness, and the dressing room is 
on every woman’s wish list. Designed by Perkinsfield Kitchen 
& Bath Inc., Bazinet says, “I told Mike, I want a walk-in closet 
but I don’t want to see my clothes so I want doors and drawers 
and they came up with this design.”

From a no-beiges-and-browns directive to a stunning 
black and white masterpiece, Bazinet is very happy that her 
new home reflects her design dreams.  OH

In the master en suite, custom his-and-
hers vanities are separated by a sit-down 
grooming area. All cabinets are by 
Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath Inc. MIDDLE 
RIGHT: A vessel tub and glassed-in 
shower complete the master en suite. 
BELOW RIGHT: Bazinet adds a hint of 
Tiffany’s blue to the black and white 
décor in the master. 

The walk-in 
closet in the 
master suite 
is perfectly 
designed with 
drawers and 
closets galore. 

Kelly Lazar, CGA, CPA • Sales Representative
Office: 416.488.2875 - Toll Free: 1.800.466.2218 - Direct: 416.930.0787

kellyjlazar@gmail.com

David Wagman • Sales Representative | Managing Partner
Office: 416.488.2875 - Toll Free: 1.800.466.2218 - Direct: 416.414.0007

Executive Georgian Bay 
Waterfront Home

This stunning masterpiece 
is located on 2.06 acres 
overlooking Georgian 
Bay with 307 ft. of prime 
waterfront. The custom 
built 4,000 sq. ft. 4 
bedroom 5 bath home 
features multiple walkouts 
to your own Muskoka-
like outdoor oasis which 
showcases your in-ground 
pool, hot tub, custom 
outdoor kitchen and BBQ. 
Only 1 hour 40 minutes 
from Toronto and 50 
minutes from downtown 
Barrie. 
Asking: $1,985,000

1963since
trusted in trees

Hazardous
Removal
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Removal
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Ash Borer
Treatment

Pruning
& Cabling

Emergency
Service

Assessment
& Health Care

WWW.LAKESIDETREE.CA

705-722-4800

INSURED & CERTIFIED ARBORISTS

Lakeside TREE
EXPERTS

Designs in Line with your Lifestyle

Swimming Pool Patios • Pool Waterfalls • Pool Area Design
Interlock Pavers & Natural Stone • Walkways & Driveways

Manufactured & Natural Stone Retaining Walls & Stone Steps
Grading • Sodding • Trees • Shrubs • Perennial Planting • Excavating

705.528.7234 
info@georgianlandscape.ca | www.georgianlandscape.ca

705.427.2929  |  519 King St, Midland
www.nataliehuttondesigns.com

THE FUTURE 
IS BRIGHT
Generate clean solar energy and 
spin your hydro meter backwards.

705.415.1170
ethoenergy.com

SOLAR NET-METERING  • BATTERY BACK-UP OR 
OFF THE GRID SOLUTIONS
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