
“We believe when you do that right, it’s 
good for the community,” he explains. “People 
can funnel more of their money and time into 
relationships rather than funding the hamster 
wheel – which is what happens when houses 
are done to minimum basic code standards.”

With extensive experience in the 
renewable energy, environmental and 
construction industries, DeSota turned his 
focus to high-performance custom home 
building about a decade ago. Continued on page 52
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HIGH
PERFORMANCE

Owner and builder Jeremy DeSota of Obec Homes Ltd. crafted the live-edge coffee 
table in the living room. A linear fireplace with a floor-to-ceiling geometric, large format 
tile surround makes a statement in this room. OPPOSITE, TOP: The entrance to this 
contemporary home in Barrie’s Tollendal neighbourhood is warm and welcoming. 
BOTTOM LEFT: The foyer leads into the living room to the right and to the left, a family 
mudroom and playroom for Jeremy and Carla DeSota’s three kids. BOTTOM RIGHT: 
The exterior of this R2000 Net Zero home stands out in the quiet neighbourhood. 

MOVING BEYOND THE WELL-KNOWN
BENEFITS OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AND BUDGET-FRIENDLY

 MAINTENANCE COSTS, 
 HYPER-EFFICIENT BUILDING 
 PRACTICES ALSO ENCOURAGE 
 STRONGER FAMILIES AND  

 CLOSE-KNIT NEIGHBOURHOODS, 
 SUGGESTS BARRIE RESIDENT 
 AND OBEC HOMES FOUNDER
 JEREMY DESOTA.
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Currently, he sees certified Passive Homes 
as the best option for peak efficiency. The 
innovative German process (Passivhaus) 
eliminates the need for both a furnace and air 
conditioner while maintaining exceptional 
air quality and comfort control. The homes 
are constructed in a matter of days (courtesy 
of pre-fab insulated wall panels) and are 
destined to become century homes.

“The price of building a Passive House is up 
to 10 per cent more than the standard cost,” he 
adds, but the premium quickly pays for itself. 
“It’s always been the dream – I set out to build 
sustainable homes.”

In 2017, Jeremy set out to craft a new home 
for his own family. With Passive Homes 
arriving to the Ontario market a touch too 
late for his project, Jeremy built to an R2000 
Net Zero Standard. Solar panels will soon be 
added to complete his sustainability plan.

“Once those go up, we’ll have virtually 
no energy bill.”

Set in south Barrie’s Tollendal area, he and 
Carla, his wife of 10 years, were attracted by 
the 85-foot wide property that would allow 
a large vegetable garden in the backyard 
and plenty of room for their three young 
children to play.

“It’s my peaceful place, for sure,” says Carla, 
who works as a health coach.

Inside, a sunshine-flooded office (via 
DeCola Windows & Doors) inspires 
a similarly tranquil mood. Designed as a 
workspace, it does double duty as a cosy 
lounge when it’s time for Saturday morning 
coffee. Faux brick wallpaper from Inhabit 
Interiors & Design backdrops a custom 
walnut and plumbing-pipe shelving unit that 
captures the home’s industrial-meets-rustic 
aesthetic in a microcosmic vignette.

When starting the home build, Jeremy’s 
company removed an existing side-split to 
make way for the new two-storey 3,250 sq. 
ft. home. Architectural drawings were drawn 
up by Madison Taylor, while Obec Homes 
shared design duties with Vessel Design. 
Building supplies were contributed by 
Elmvale Home Building Centre.

LEFT AND OPPOSITE: The blue cabinetry in the 
kitchen by Designers Plus Kitchen & Bath is fresh and 
elegant yet fun. Eating healthfully is important to 
Carla and Jeremy and their kitchen makes cooking for 
their family easy. Jeremy crafted the open shelves. 
The gold faucet, pendants and hardware add bling to 
the kitchen and the tile backsplash adds the fun.

Continued on page 54

Spend as much time as possible 
on the design, to ensure you get 
everything you want,” says Jeremy.

RIGHT: The family of five gathers 
daily for meals around the 
live-edge table in the dining area 
off the kitchen. Carla and Jeremy 
use the wall in the space to keep 
everyone organized. The lighting 
throughout the home is exquisite. 
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“I love doing projects for others, but 
being able to make decisions on the 
spot without consulting anyone always 
simplifies the process.”

The couple wanted to create separate 
spaces for their children to be children, 
while allowing adults to enjoy kid-free 
conversations on occasion. Tucked 
strategically behind the mudroom, an interior 
door (Ferndale Trim and Doors) and 
quality sound insulation, is a large family 
room with the space and amenities to contain 
rambunctious youngsters.

It also opens conveniently to the kitchen 
designed by Sheree Toffan of Designers 
Plus Kitchen & Bath, which also installed 
the kitchen, en suite bathroom, mudroom and 
laundry room. The kitchen boasts cabinetry 
by Luxor Collection and is painted Benjamin 
Moore’s Gentleman’s Gray. Gold fixtures come 
from Yorkwest Plumbing Supply and the 
mist-stained engineered red oak flooring is 
inlaid with backsplash-matching ceramics 
from Tilemaster Barrie. 

Open to the kitchen and dining room on 
the other side is a decidedly more adult living 
room, presided over by a floor-to-vaulted-
ceiling fireplace. Its intriguingly patterned 
tile facade negates the need for artwork, 
and its clean, straight lines are matched in 
the unadorned windows nearby for a sleek, 
modern style balanced by an all-natural view 
and abundance of natural light to create an 
inviting, yet serene, haven.

“It’s important to spend as much time as 
possible on the design, both architectural and 
interior design, to ensure you get everything 
you want,” says Jeremy with a warning about 
rushing early decisions. “Building a home is 
a journey – it teaches you what is important, 
what isn’t important, and how space works.”

The intentionality of this home’s design 
continues upstairs as the staircase splits to 
separate the kids’ rooms from the master 
retreat. A hall with 14-foot ceilings (with a 
row of high windows to minimize the need 
for electric lights) leads past a second-floor 
laundry that Carla appreciates, to cheerful 
bedrooms self-designed by the occupants.

Continued on page 58

LEFT: Gold is the chosen metal throughout the 
house, even in the powder room where it shines on 
the mirror and on the wall-mounted faucet above the 
clear glass vessel sink. The wall colour on the main 
floor is Blue Note from Benjamin Moore. FAR LEFT: 
These stairs and the wood floors are made of red oak 
with a white-wash finish. 

Faux brick wallpaper in the 
office/lounge was sourced  
at Inhabit Interiors & Design.

Carla, a health coach, and Jeremy DeSota, 
parents to three children stand together on 
the staircase off the kitchen that leads to 
the second floor. 
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The master en suite is stunning with a large walk-in 
shower next to a vessel tub. Black shower fixtures 
stand out against the large format marble tiles. A 
quartz-topped floating vanity with a walnut front 
matches the floor and the wood-panelled wall. 

It’s a big space, but with a good balance of 
various rooms to do life in,” Jeremy reflects. 

We Build Your Vision. 
Our Passion Is Your Success. 

If you’re excited about building a unique, 
high performance home with a team you 

can trust, please contact us.

705.331.1878  |  jeremy@obechomes.com  |  obechomes.com

What Our Customers Say - “Knowledgeable, professional, 
perfectionist. I highly recommend Obec to anyone.” 

- Ken McCutcheonBARRIE
79 Anne St. S.    705.737.3338
ti lemastercanada.com
Instagram: tilemastercanada

Discover Our Showroom 
Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30am-4:30pm Sat 10am-2pm

35 Cedar Pointe Dr, Unit 33, Barrie, ON
705.726.9861  |  www.designersplus.ca   ...continuing over 40 years of Design Heritage
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A shared bath with a separate toilet room, 
quartz countertops and a dual-sink vanity 
repurposed from a Structube sideboard 
complete the wing.

Separated by a few stairs but a world of 
sophistication is the master retreat, featuring 
a private balcony overlooking the backyard. 
The neutral colours are enriched by the pop of 
blue on a wallpapered feature wall that backs 
up the bed and leads to the spacious bath and 
walk-in closet beyond.

Once ensconced in their hideaway, both 
Jeremy and Carla enjoy the convenience of 
the automation built into their house by 
Simcoe Audio Video that allows them to 
turn off the household lights (powered by 
Current Voltage Electric) with a touch of 
their smartphones.

Having lived in the house for several 
months, the time spent on thoughtful 
design at the front-end of the build has been 
deemed valuable.

“It’s a big space, but with a good balance 
of various rooms to do life in,” Jeremy reflects. 
“It helps us segment life a bit with work, kids’ 
play and family/hospitality life.”

The quality of the build will now do its job 
in allowing the DeSota family to focus on each 
other and on their community of friends and 
neighbours.  OH

TOP LEFT: Hudson and Elias 
share a bedroom. They love their 
bright orange wall. LEFT: Olivia 
in her purple-themed room. 
ABOVE: The bold wallpaper in 
the master suite was also sourced 
at Inhabit Interiors. The fixture 
and the mirror above the bed
add a contemporary flair.
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