
Similarly, the ancient Japanese art of Kintsugi is the 
centuries-old practice of fixing broken pottery with 
lacquered gold, silver or even platinum. The aim of 
the art form is to celebrate and draw awareness to the 
imperfections of the piece rather than hiding them, or 
replacing the pottery outright. The artisans responsible 
for this art form see between the lines as well. That’s what 
Julia and Joe Allen’s home is all about; believing there’s 
something there – whether you see it at first, or not.

Their home off the main drag in Port Elgin is 
impeccable. But there’s been a lot of change. 

Hailing from Oakville, the Allens laid roots in the 
Saugeen Shores area 30 years ago when they purchased a 
260-acre Paisley farm built in 1869. The property became 
their cottage and a home away from home – but it was 
their teenaged son, George, that prompted the full-
time move to Port. 

“It was becoming time for us to decide about grade 8 

going into grade 9, so there was going to be a natural move 
in our life one way or another,” says Julia. “It was decided 
he was going to go to school in Port Elgin, which started 
the whole ball rolling. Then came the Julia-panic, because 
I come from the world of fashion and the interior design 
industry, ‘If we move to Port Elgin, what am I going to do?’ ”

The initial search for a home revealed an opportunity 
to purchase a local restaurant, and within a weekend, 
the Allens quickly found themselves owners of The 
Woodpecker, without a home in town, and with a son 
who still needed to finish junior high in the city. They 
were fortunate to stumble upon a home that had been 
on the market for a year-and-a-half. It was the perfect 
storm – the house, the school, the restaurant – it was all 
waiting for them. 

The house was left by its previous owners. Trees had 
been allowed to grow wild close to the foundation, the 
yard was unkempt and it needed some serious help. 

TThe real estate market is never perfect. It’s always full of homes 
we feel could be a perfect fit for us. Yet, they’re often incomplete. 
The people who take on the task of renovating these houses all 
have one thing in common: they can read between the lines and 
recognize the beauty in what’s yet to come. They identify with the 
fractures and imperfections and seek to fill in the blanks with their 
own identity, creating beauty from nothing. 

Continued on page 72
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EMBRACING
the 

PERFECT STORM

RIGHT: Andrew Hill Of 
Hill Build, Joe Allen, Julia 
Rutledge-Allen and the 
family dog Pluto enjoy 
the sunshine on the 
front porch. OPPOSITE: 
The formal living room 
at the front of the 
house is peaceful and 
elegant. The sleek audio 
system was installed by 
Balaklava Audio.
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“It was a horrible disaster,” says Julia. “We went around and around. 
We were going to build and do whatever – we finally circled back here 
because of the location of the school and the restaurant. We pulled the 
trigger and I told Joe if we buy it you have to let me renovate it.”

The build was championed by Andrew Hill of Hill Build, 
an uncompromising design-build firm well known locally for its 
dedication to building not only stellar homes and renovations, 
but for manifesting meaningful relationships with clients, and for 
working nearly exclusively with local suppliers. Aside from homes 
and renovations, Hill Build is responsible for the upcoming Powerlink 

advanced office space in Port Elgin, as well as the Edinburgh Club, a 
16-suite luxury condominium in Saugeen Shores.

“Andrew is great,” says Julia. “He’s more than a general contractor, 
he’s a creative guy with an excellent eye.” 

To begin an extensive renovation that would end up lasting 10 
months, three main-floor walls were immediately slated to be torn out, 
opening up a previously narrow alley to create a harmoniously open 
new dining/living room space adjacent to a gorgeous gourmet kitchen. 
Around the bend from the front foyer, the new space unites a plethora 
of styles and design sensibilities – the collaborative efforts of Julia and 

Jae’s Interior Images Inc. Building supplies came from Port Elgin 
Home Hardware Building Centre. 

A tornado a few years back pulled down a few hundred old maples 
on the Allens’ Paisley property, so when they came out of the bush, so 
did the century-and-a-half old barn that lives on in the heart of this 
home in multiple applications. The kitchen island/bar is guarded by 
hand-hewn barn beams, which add ample structural rigidity as well 
as a refined rustic element that helps to differentiate the spaces, while 
simultaneously uniting them. The living room wall is adorned in barn 
board from the family’s barn, installed with a shiplap aesthetic in mind. 

Continued on page 74

The beauty and history of the salvaged barn beams are a highlight in the family
room. Deep sofas invite relaxing while dinner is cooking. Lighting was sourced at
Living Lighting. LEFT: The sliding 1869 antique door from the barn has a new life
in the renovated home. Its patterned glass allows sunlight to shine into the hall,
even when it’s closed.

The double-tiered island keeps any mess in
the kitchen out of sight from the family room.
Cabinetry, from Ziegler Lumber Ltd., extends to
the ceiling and provides ample storage. The
counters are Cambia quartz. 
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The live-edge mantel crowns a beefy black 
gas fireplace, and dark woods and cow hides 
accent the room. 

“We paid to have the barn taken down 
to save the wood for something like this,” 
says Joe. “Wherever you see something that 
looks like it’s out of a barn – it is. This is 
the real stuff.”

Joe is no stranger to whipping up a 
gourmet meal, so in the kitchen, Cambria 
quartz countertops embrace gunmetal 
KitchenAid appliances from Southampton’s 
Square Deal Neil’s TV & Appliances, 
perched atop cabinetry from Ziegler 
Lumber Ltd. and Bamco, while custom 
10-inch wide engineered wood flooring from 
Speer’s Flooring lay underfoot. An antique 
transom from the family’s Oakville home 
hangs overhead, completing a geographic 
mosaic that tells a unique story. 

ABOVE RIGHT: Son George’s space upstairs gives him 
somewhere to do homework and watch a movie. The 
large skylights give the illusion of a higher ceiling and 
bring in lots of light. RIGHT: The stairs to the second 
floor were rebuilt using timbers from the family’s 
former barn. Simple metal balustrades favour the 
wood’s patina. BELOW: Blue walls and large-format 
tiles are the backdrop for the standalone tub.

The barn lives on throughout the house, 
where the raw-cut red pine timber trusses 
now make up the staircase railings, giving a 
humble warmth and intimate personality to 
the grandeur of the second-floor loft – which 
is also the teenage lair of George, who’s 
been granted amnesty from the adult world 
with a killer space drenched in natural light 
courtesy of absolutely massive skylights 
from Ziegler Lumber Ltd. Windows used 
in the renovation came from Van Dolder’s 
Custom Exteriors.

Back on the main floor, Julia and Joe 
each have custom office spaces, dressed 

in garb that perfectly complements their 
personalities. The home is outfitted with 
new square pot lights and fixtures, many 
from Living Lighting in Owen Sound. 
Next to those potlights? A house-wide TFI 
home audio system from Balaklava Audio 
that allows music to pump throughout the 
home’s entirety. “That was something I just 
had to have,” expresses Julia. “I love music.” 
They shopped for furniture at Smitty’s 
Fine Furniture.

Audie’s Electrical and Aaron Geiger 
of AG Plumbing completed all the 
electrical and plumbing. Continued on page 78

ABOVE: Many personal mementos are 
displayed in Julia’s office. The deco picture 
and figurine are gifts that Julia received when 
she graduated from the fashion program 
at Sheridan College. ABOVE RIGHT: The 
efficient laundry area, with heated floors, is 
right by the entrance to the garage. Cabinets 
are from California Closets. 
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The guest 
bathroom on the 
main floor shows 
the wonderful 
and cohesive tile 
combination on 
the floor and in 
the shower. All 
plumbing was done 
by AG Plumbing. 
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Contact us for free in-home consultations!

Visit one of our showrooms!
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Welcome To Your
Custom Hidden Guest Room

THE 
WOODWORM

317542 Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound    519-376-6323  |  416-525-7814
www.thewoodworm.com

Audio Visual Systems  |  Storage Units
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PLUMBING, HEATING, A/C, GEOTHERMAL & WATER TREATMENT
Collingwood • Markdale • Owen Sound • Durham 

519-371-5815 • 519-986-3307 • 800-661-5796 • 519-369-1011
northern@sandyhamilton.ca

You can count on Heil® heating  
and cooling systems for 
quiet, energy-efficient  
and reliable performance, backed  
by outstanding warranties. 

Home comfort  
you can 
depend on.
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The laundry room is centrally located on the main floor, polished 
with California Closet cabinetry – one of seven such closet spaces in the 
house – which reaches critical mass in the master bedroom walk-in. 

“This was one of the bedrooms,” adds Joe. “Now it’s Julia’s changing 
room.” The main-floor bathroom door was sealed off to create a succinct 
master bedroom compound equipped with an electric fireplace, a huge 
walk-in en suite with a TV and a stunning floor-to-ceiling shower. 
Access to the backyard hot tub is via the master as well. Window 
coverings throughout the home are from Sunset Blinds. 

The original home that the Allens encountered is nowhere to be 
seen. Through an immense reimagination of space, function, identity 
and character, they’ve managed to meld a plethora of styles, ideas, 
feelings and personalities into one space. They read between the lines 
and chose to embrace the fractures of a home that needed a serious 
overhaul, building a rustic and modern urban mosaic more beautiful 
than the original builders could have ever imagined.

In the process, they became up-and-coming restaurateurs, 
completed a big move, a year-long renovation, and a barn teardown 
thanks in part to a natural disaster – emerging with not so much 
as a knick or a scratch – but if they did, they’re clearly the type 
of people who would choose to repair it with the authenticity of 
Kintsugi in mind.  OH

RIGHT: Julia took over a 
bedroom to create her 
closet. The piggy bank 
on the sheepskin came 
from Julia’s late mother, 
who was always saving 
money. The square 
spotlights were installed 
by Audie’s Electrical. 
FAR RIGHT: The quiet 
and serene master 
bedroom overlooks the 
rear garden. Reflected 
in the mirror is a photo 
of Julia and Joe on 
their wedding day. 

The luxurious master en suite has 
a huge shower, deep soaker tub, 
double sinks, heated floors and 
a television. Getting ready in the 
morning is a joy.
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