
The home of Melissa Pallister and her four children pops 
off the backcountry Southgate road where it is situated 
amongst a border of pine trees. Neighbouring their home in 
all directions are the preserved remnants of Ontario history: 
vintage brick and stone farmhouses. But the Pallister home is 
more than a little different. 
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Continued on page 56

Stark whites and blacks are broken up with a bold blue 
sofa and the rich warm tones of various cowhides. 
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IIt is an exceptional example of modern design, 
and yet the stark white of the cedar board-
and-batten siding (Van Dolder’s Home 
Team Custom Exteriors), long ranch-like 
silhouette, and classic veranda establish a 
sense of belonging amidst its more classically 
rural compatriots. 

“I just knew that I wanted to have a very 
modern, but still functional, family home with 
the master bedroom at one end and the kids’ 
bedrooms at the other, with a great big open-
concept family space,” explains Melissa.

Melissa, a former international model who 
hails from eastern Grey County, has always 
harboured a passion for design. Sometimes 
that passion took on different forms – art, 
fashion, or furniture – but it has always been 
her preferred method of self-expression. 
That passion is reflected in the rich details of 
her new home, which was built by Jen and 
Dan Johnson of Markdale-based Valley 
Home Improvements. 

“Melissa had an inspiration photo she 
focused on from the beginning and we worked 
to develop the home with that in mind,” says 
Jen Johnson. “She pulled the photo off of 
Pinterest, which is a great tool we encourage 
our clients to use to gather their ideas. It’s very 
easy for us to browse through their boards 
and identify the themes that underlie the 
clients’ desires.”

TOP: A specially designed front entrance houses a favourite piece of abstract art. ABOVE: The window 
trim and doors were custom designed to match the colour of the metal roof. RIGHT: Jen and Dan Johnson 
of Valley Home Improvements sit on the porch with home owner Melissa Pallister. OPPOSITE: Light fixtures 
were an important focus in the design of the home, including this intricately woven chandelier pendant. 

Continued on page 59
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The décor scheme incorporates a black 
and white colour palette featuring Benjamin 
Moore’s Onyx and Chantilly Lace (paint 
from Grey Bruce Paint & Décor and 
painted by Kristine Pratt), a variety of 
textiles and texture, bold light fixtures, 
contemporary artwork and fine but impressive 
finishing details. 

“I love the simplicity of black and white,” says 
Melissa of the colour scheme. “I really wanted a 
blank canvas that would allow me to decorate 
for any season without having the seasonal hues 
compete, though I wanted one big pop of colour 
(the sofa), and for the art to speak.”

Much of the décor is sourced from 
Ikea, Crate & Barrel and Structube, but is 
interspersed with higher end splurge pieces – 
a smart trick to stay on budget. 

 “My goal was to stay on budget, and one 
of the reasons I chose to work with Jen and 
Dan is that I know Jen through her volunteer 
efforts in our community, and I’ve seen 
first-hand how organized she is so I knew she 
would keep me on track,” adds Melissa.

The home is a combination of comfort 
and practicality. The plush blue velvet 
sofa is as comfortable as it looks, and the 
concrete floors topped in an epoxy coating 
with a reflector enhancer are beautiful to 
behold, while still ultra durable (Extreme 
Linings and Coatings; in-floor heating by 
Sandy Hamilton Heating & Plumbing). 
Melissa’s good friends Alain Johnson and 
Jocelyn Bertrand of Hide and Chic 
Canada helped her source the perfect hides to 
complement her new home. 

Geometric pillows in white and black on an entranceway bench complement the 
home’s colour scheme. LEFT: Open shelving showcases Melissa’s most used and 
favourite items. MIDDLE: A pantry, hidden behind a sleek black barn door, houses 
small kitchen appliances and other goods. BOTTOM: The principal en suite has 
round his-and-hers vessel sinks, which soften the sharp contemporary angles of 
the room. OPPOSITE: The kitchen features rift-sawn oak cabinetry, matte black 
pendants with copper interiors, and waterfall quartz countertops in white. 

Continued on page 60
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Under the guidance of Tamarisk McNalty Stephens of Tamarisk 
Interior Design, the layout was designed around an open-concept 
core living area that would cater to the needs of the entire family.

“From the beginning, the goal was to help create a home that was 
comfortable and family-friendly, and yet balanced with personality 
and style,” says Tamarisk. “In the ideation phase, we explored a few 
different design directions and discovered that Melissa was continually 
drawn towards a modern aesthetic. Although slightly apprehensive at 
first, with a little encouragement, she fully committed to the design 
direction and the overall vision developed from there. Melissa has an 
innate sense of style and so a large part of my role was to support by 
helping guide design decisions and provide reassurance when required. 
Of course, ideas don’t get very far without execution and Valley 
Home Improvements did a great job bringing the vision to life. This 
project was a lot of fun to be a part of and the end result was achieved 
through all involved.”

The galley-style, open-concept kitchen, custom built by Durham 
furniture manufacturer Speke Klein, features rift-sawn oak cabinetry 
for a fun contemporary look. Speke Klein also manufactured the 
principal en suite vanity (plumbing fixtures from Artery Plumbing). 

Durable quartz countertops from The Old Barn form the backbone 
of the kitchen work area, while open shelving, and a nine-by-four-foot 
island built for cooking and family-style mealtime complete the kitchen. 
Adjacent is a walk-in pantry, built by Wilson Solutions. Because of 
the absence of upper cabinetry, the pantry also houses appliances and 
kitchenwares that would otherwise take up valuable kitchen space.

LEFT: Wild green and orange accents amp up the classic white 
and black of the home’s colour palette for the boys’ bedroom. 
BELOW: A mudroom is a must-have for any busy family, 
with cubbies and baskets to keep shoes and hats organized. 
BOTTOM: Splashes of pink and yellow enliven the girls’ 
bedroom space. 

Continued on page 62

519.924.0025
valleyhomeimprovements.ca

Valley Home Improvements offers reliable, quality workmanship  
for any budget. After years of experience, from building decks  

to building homes, we’ve acquired the knowledge and skills  
to tackle any home renovation. Big or small.

Planning to renovate? Feeling overwhelmed? 
Give us a call.  

We’ll be happy to sit down with you and discuss your options.

Residential Construction  •  Project Management
Kitchen & Bathrooms  •  Additions & Garages
Siding, Soffit & Fascia  •  Renovations & More

All the expertise 
you need,

under one roof.

www.mactaylor.com
RR#3 Holland Centre, ON N0H 1R0

e. info@mactaylor.com   t. 519.794.2380    f. 519.794.3701

ARE YOU BUILDING? 

CALL MAC!
Let MAC TAYLOR prepare your site for your 

new build. We do it all – test holes, septic design 

and installation, permit completion, excavation,

grading and much more.

We're here to help you every step of the way.

173480 Mulock Road       
519.369.1710 

theoldbarngranite.ca

quality workmanship
  customer satisfaction

Celebrating 12 years 
of business excellence!

Your local source for  
Granite, Marble & Quartz Countertops
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“This is the second time I have used open 
shelving in a kitchen and I wouldn’t do it any 
other way,” notes Melissa. “I use everything 
on the open shelves daily, which limits the 
clutter.” Jen adds, “We put the microwave in 
the pantry because we wanted to keep it out of 
the cabinetry to maintain symmetry as well as 
space for pots and pans in the galley area.”

Breaking up the expanse of white walls 
throughout the home are large canvases 
with intriguing abstract designs by Grey 
County artist Evelyne Richer, a close 
friend of Melissa’s. 

“Evelyne’s art makes up most of the art 
in the house, and we designed the space 
to accommodate specific pieces,” adds 

Melissa. “When I worked as a model I was 
very influenced by art and I’ve always been 
interested in any kind of design.” 

Though the house itself may also look like 
a work of art at first glance, it is definitely 
designed to be lived in and not simply looked 
at – a space used every moment of every day by 
a busy young family.  OH
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Home Hardware • Valley Home 
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An upholstered bed and another cowhide 
lend texture and depth to the clean 
symmetry of the white and black principal 
bedroom. BOTTOM RIGHT: A small alcove 
in the principal bedroom works as a make-
up vanity station.

We specialize in concrete floor coatings, decorative concrete resurfacing, protective  
polyurethane coatings and more. Whether it be your garage or shop floor, large agricultural 

or industrial equipment, we professionally apply the products to protect them all!  

Has your concrete, flooring, pool, or deck become unsightly, old and damaged?
Extreme Linings and Coatings can provide

519-375-6586  extremelac.com

Coatings • Linings • Resurfacing • Garage Flooring 
Protective Polyurethane Coatings • Home or Office Flooring

Concrete Overlays • Agricultural Equipment Coatings
Decorative Concrete Resurfacing • Industrial Coating

Call us for your complete water system installation or service. 
519.986.4743   mccannwatersystems.ca 

We Specialize In: 
Well Pumps – Well Maintenance – Water Softeners
Chalet/Cottage Water maintenance – Iron Filters

UV Disinfection Systems – Reverse Osmosis Systems 
Well Flow Test – Well Ugrades

Over 30 years experience in the water industry.
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