
EEveryone is familiar with 
marble sculpture – the art of 
creating three-dimensional 
statues from stone. Think 
Michelangelo and the 
statue of David. Along with 
cave paintings, sculpture 
is among the oldest of the 
arts. In basic terms, it’s 
the ability to take what 
was once a block of earth, 
of stone, and hone it into 
something beautiful. 

WITHIN
the Beauty
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Artist Paul Elia (left), with partner Paul and 
their son Denver. Large windows looking 
through to the enclosed patio enhance the 
loft’s spacious feel. Cement driftwood log 
candle from Wick’d Wax Creations.

Continued on page 47
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While Paul Elia is not an artist of 
marble, there is no doubt his talents involve 
finding beauty in raw forms. An established 
local artist renowned for his photo-based 
illustrations depicting post-industrial 
cityscapes, Paul recreates entire city blocks, 
each piece composed of dozens of photographs 
digitally stitched together and painted over 
to showcase the hidden treasures within. And 
this talent for seeing the beautiful amongst 
the industrial doesn’t end there, it nourishes 
everything he touches.  

V intage pieces 
can add a touch 
of character to 
your decor.

ABOVE: Original timbers and brickwork were 
sandblasted back to life. LEFT: Paul’s limited edition 
print of the Westinghouse building. TOP LEFT: This 
gorgeous apron sink echoes the colour of the subway 
tile backsplash.

Continued on page 49

-
Modern meets industrial – mixing natural 
elements and au courant materials just 
works. Chairs and stools from Creative 
Visions Rustic & Contemporary Furniture.
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When Paul and his husband outgrew their previous home and 
were looking for a new place to live and work, they didn’t search for a 
house like most of us would. They went looking for raw stone, a unique 
place they could chisel and mould into something spectacular. A place 
to live and share special moments with family and friends, but also a 
place Paul could display his art and welcome the community and other 
artists. They envisioned an industrial modern gallery, office space and 
enough living space for their growing family. Their son Denver – now 
nine months old – was joining the fray. And while Hamilton has its fair 
share of industrial sites, only a home on Cannon Street East, an old 
bakery built in 1920, sparked inspiration. 

“We fell in love with the neighbourhood,” says Paul, “and the locals 

have been very supportive.” The property had everything the couple 
were looking for: space around the main building, parking, room for 
landscaping, potential for an art gallery below, and substantial living 
quarters above. They fell in love with the building’s old-world beams 
and pillars, exposed brick and iron work throughout. “We knew this 
building had potential,” says Paul, “we could see what it could be, 
the butterfly in its cocoon.” So with the help of Zoran Tomasevic’s 
Harbour Hills Construction Management Inc. and architects 
Phillip Toms and Graham McNally of Toms + McNally Design, 
they tackled the project only a few could envision. 

They started with the main living area, an open-concept living/
dining/kitchen space. The Aussie Stone countertops were chosen 

Paul is very active in Hamilton’s artist community. Featured here, 
artworks by noted local artist Marina Randazzo. Mary Cath Altobelli, 
of Alto Interiors, helped with ways to warm up and personalize spaces. 
This striking bench is from Creative Visions Rustic & Contemporary Furniture.

RIGHT: A cleverly tucked away desk nook 
keeps bits and pieces organized. ABOVE AND 
TOP: Incorporating a skylight and open spaces 
between levels, Toms + McNally Design crafted 
a bright, airy atmosphere. 

Continued on page 50
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to be well used, and the large kitchen island doubles as a buffet. The 
modern kitchen cabinetry and grey glass tile backsplash offer a unique 
contrast to industrial elements like exposed wood beams and duct 
work by Advanced Mechanical. Nardi Electric was responsible for 
all the electrical, and Guest Plumbing & Heating took care of the 
plumbing. The vinyl plank flooring provided by SES Flooring runs the 
entire length of the loft and offers a slightly distressed look, perfect for 
the spills, treads and tumbles Denver is sure to make when he’s mobile.

One of the couple’s favourite features is the soaring roofline and 
skylight that can be seen from every level. Flanked by DT Welding’s 
custom made railings – to keep little Denver safe – it’s a feature that 
evolved naturally with the design, as if it was waiting to be found. The 
white walls, dry walled by Luke Taylor’s Taping Stucco & Drywall 
Services and painted by Get Paint – The Painting Company, offer 
a crisp backdrop, a gallery-like setting for Paul’s art and admired art by 
fellow Hamilton artist Marina Randazzo. 

“We love the outdoor patio off the upper kitchen and living area,” 
says Paul. “Removing the roof was risky, but well worth the effort. Now, 
when we have friends and family over, they spill onto the patio as if it’s 
another room, an extension of the loft.” It was Toms + McNally Design 
who suggested removing the roof to create the outdoor living space. In 
fact, they brought a lot of great ideas to the project, taking the couple’s 

vision to another level. He added windows 
from Architectural Accents Windows 
Doors & More to flood the space with light 
and bring the outdoors in, and separated the 
bedrooms from the main living area to provide 
the family with an after-hours escape and a 
second office, since Paul’s husband also works 
from home. Once the structural work was 
complete, Mary Cath Altobelli of Alto 
Interiors guided décor decisions.

While the end result fits the family 
perfectly, this wasn’t a project for the faint 
of heart. There were moments the couple 
worried their vision would never see the 
light. “We were overwhelmed,” says Paul. 
“We took a huge leap of faith buying this 
property, with no guarantee it would work 
out.” Not everyone saw the gem hidden within 
the rubble. The city of Hamilton, although 
supportive, had difficulty understanding 
how to issue permits for this type of live/
work housing. The process took almost two 
years. Adding to the stress, the property spent 
decades as a bakery and automotive shop in 
a time when environmental concerns weren’t 
a factor. “The potential environmental issues 
had us very worried for a long time. We let 
out a huge breath when we finally learned the 
groundwater was safe.”    

The good thing about being an artist: 
you always have the perfect print to 
hang. TOP: The master en suite is 
notable for clean lines and a blend of 
simple textures.

Continued on page 52

 

410 Lewis Road, Unit #15, Stoney Creek, ON L8E 5Y7

905.643.9998 • www.creativevisionsfurniture.ca • creativevisionsfurniture@gmail.com

CHOOSE YOUR CUSTOM FINISHES FROM OUR CANADIAN BRANDS!
“WHERE THE SALE NEVER ENDS!”

Cracks, chips, fissures or scratches to the stone you love? We can 
repair it for you! We offer granite and marble repair and installation 

services in Burlington, Hamilton, Oakville, Brantford, Cambridge, 
Kitchener, Waterloo, Guelph, Milton, Mississauga, Halton Hills, 

Brampton, Toronto, Markham...and more!

Marble & Granite Service & Repair

CUSTOM KITCHEN, BATHROOM, LAUNDRY & 
FIRE SURROUND - WE CAN DO THAT!

647.532.4959 or 289.313.0500
aussiestone@outlook.com  |  www.aussiestone.ca

Monday to Friday 8am - 4:30pm. Service hours flexible, please drop us a line.

Before After
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When the lower level is complete and 
Paul’s gallery is open to the public, fans 
and curious locals can wander in to watch 
Paul work on his next masterpiece through 
a glass wall. He’ll showcase a rotating cast 
of artists and host events. His husband, 
also named Paul, will be busy working 
in his office upstairs. And Denver will be 
taking his first steps across the poured 
concrete floors, watching his parents create 
something from nothing.

In a city where diversity is embraced 
and artists are blooming, Paul Elia and his 
family have hammered away the rubble to 
find the beauty within. I think Michelangelo 
would be proud.  OH

Mobile art 
can add a fun 
splash of colour 
and movement.

Even in the midst of busy Hamilton commerce, the 
Pauls can enjoy the outside and entertain in privacy. 
ABOVE: Denver’s room is full of colour.

PIERSANTI  
CONTRACTING
905.741.6994

LUKE’S DRYWALL 
TAPING | STUCCO | DRYWALL

905.537.8157

harbourhillscm.com | 905.537.3932

From Concept to Completion

905.577.2151  www.altointeriors.ca 
marycath@altointeriors.ca

Proud to be a designer on the 
Junior League’s Holiday House Tour
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