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Inspiration

Built-in counters on one wall of the living room are 
among the keys to living large in a small condo. These 
multipurpose surfaces work as well for desk work as 
seating the overflow at a dinner party. The large mirror 
brings exterior light into this corner of the room while 
the doorway to the master suite provides an artistic 
separation from the living space. 

ARTISANAL
Continued on page 40
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ABOVE: The ingenious dining table swivels 
under the counter for bench seating, and a sleek 
wall of handle-free cabinetry appears twice the 
size thanks to a floor-to-ceiling mirrored wall. 
BELOW: The doorway to the custom vestibule, 
which minimizes hallway noise inside the condo, 
leads to a laundry/utility room just inside 
the front door. 

The opportunity to design and build a 
completely unique space is what attracted 
these homeowners to the project, built by 
Domus Developments in 2015-2016. The 
couple were among the first to move in. Just 
over two years later, they are still adding a few 
finishing touches to their home in the sky. 

“Domus knew we wanted to customize 
everything. They were great to work with,” 
the homeowner says. “There isn’t a single thing 
here that was part of the original spec design. 
We reworked it all.” 

With a background in architecture, the 
homeowner was able to design the space and 
work with local artisans and tradespeople to 
bring the vision to life. 

Wanting to minimize noise from the 
hallway and keep the living area clutter-free, 
the creation of a large front entry was the 
first change made to the original layout. The 

practical vestibule is separated from the rest of 
the unit by a hot, rolled metal and glass door 
by Red Iron Design. 

The industrial-inspired aesthetic continues 
in the open-concept kitchen and great 
room where the unit’s 12-foot ceilings and 
floor-to-ceiling windows create a welcoming 
sense of space. 

These homeowners love to entertain a 
crowd and took care to design a kitchen that is 
as visually stunning as it is functional. A large 
white pantry hides the Gaggenau refrigerator 
(Appliance Canada), a wine and coffee 
bar and plenty of storage space. Two floating 
shelves frame the rolled-metal oven hood (Red 
Iron Design) and provide a clever hiding spot 
for the kitchen’s electrical outlets. 

“I’m not a fan of upper cabinetry and 
wanted to keep the space looking clean,” 
the homeowner says. The kitchen features 

WWhile condo design is often ho-hum and 
predictable, there’s nothing cookie-cutter about this 
one in north London. The 1,200 sq. ft. one-bedroom 
unit makes a big impression the moment a visitor 
steps through the front door.

Bold contemporary lines with industrial 
accents deliver high marks for artistic 
impression while clever detailing, like ceiling-
height stacked wine storage, makes use of 
every inch. A second mirrored wall in the 
kitchen adds to the sense of space.

The live-edge table 
rotates into the 
counter, creating a 
bar option for eating 
or enjoying drinks 
with the chef.

Continued on page 42

ourhomes   H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 1 8 / 1 9   |  4140  |  ourhomes    H O L I D A Y / W I N T E R  2 0 1 8 / 1 9

home & builder



motorized, soft-close pullout drawers 
throughout, with no visible mechanisms 
or hardware. With the exception of the 
cooktop, all the appliances (Appliance 
Canada) are hidden. 

The backsplash features textured concrete 
wall panels from Silex Element, while the 
countertops and island are finished with 
black Neolith sintered porcelain, a virtually 
indestructible material that resembles 
unpolished granite. 

Wanting to maximize the living space 
without sacrificing their love of entertaining, 
the homeowner worked with Roth Design 
Inc. to come up with an ingenious dining 
solution – a walnut slab that functions as a 
breakfast bar, a stand-alone table for 10 or a 
smaller perpendicular table that slides into 
the kitchen island.

Two custom benches, one in live-edge 

walnut and the other in hot rolled metal (Roth 
Design), offer plenty of seating. 

“A lot of thought and craftsmanship went 
into this design,” the homeowner notes.

The mix of industrial materials and 
contemporary comfort continues in the living 
area where the fireplace surround incorporates 
concrete wall panels and hot rolled metal to 
create a stunning focal point. Built-in shelving 
provides plenty of room for the homeowner’s 
collection of LPs. 

Floors throughout the unit are hand-
scraped oak, an upgrade provided by 
the developer. 

A pair of rolled metal doors with round 
glass inserts (Red Iron Design) add some 
visual fun and lead to a two-piece powder 
room and the master en suite. “At night 
you can see the lighting come through,” the 
homeowner says. “It looks really cool.” 

High-impact artwork throughout 
the condo adds to its custom look. 
Cosy modular seating (Modern 
Living London), which turns into 
two twin beds, takes advantage of 
natural light from big industrial-style 
windows and invites relaxing by a 
seasonal fire. ABOVE: The living 
room and master bedroom both 
access a large outdoor terrace with 
premium view, sun-drenched year-
round thanks to southern exposure.

Continued on page 44
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The modern aesthetic flows into the 
powder room and master bathroom. Both 
feature poured concrete sinks by Exclusive 
Concrete and Rubinet fixtures from 
London Bath Centre. 

At the moment, a freestanding bathtub 
is all that separates the master en suite from 
the sleeping area. Eventually, a 10-by-10-foot 
rolled metal and glass sliding barn door will 
offer more privacy. “Because it’s all custom 
work, it takes time,” the homeowner explains. 

The master bedroom is also a work-
in-progress. A floating wall functions as 
a headboard and divides the room into a 
sleeping area and reading nook. “This is the 
largest master bedroom in the building,” 
the homeowner says. “By dividing it, we 
maximize this space.” 

Being on the top floor allows the 
homeowner to take full advantage of the view. 
“It’s amazing to watch the weather from up 
here, whether it’s a snowstorm, lightning or 
just the sunset,” the homeowner says. 

And the couple enjoys the ongoing process 
of creating a home that is truly one-of-a-kind. 
“There are so many talented artisans and 
craftspeople in London right now. It’s fun to 
work with like-minded, creative people.”  OH

TOP LEFT: A stylish pocket door opens to the master 
bathroom. TOP RIGHT: Without a wall dividing the master 
bath from the bedroom, the room seems more spacious while 
the soaker tub eases the transition between bathroom and 
bedroom. ABOVE: The owner created a half wall behind the 
bed to divide the sleeping portion of the room from a sitting 
area that opens to the terrace.
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