
AAfter retiring to Manitouwabing Lake 
two years ago, Robin and Mark Foster 
still catch themselves saying they’re 
going to the cottage, rather than home.

Home
at the COTTAGE
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They sold the York Region home they’d lived in for 30 years, along with 
its furnishings, and moved north to the Manitouwabing cottage 
they’d expanded into their retirement home.

The seamless transition was facilitated by a design 
by Page Abbott, engineer and owner of Four 
Seasons Log Homes.

“I planned the final design, built half of it – a 
working half – and then added the other half as an 
addition later,” Page explains. “It’s not that common 
that we do one half and the other half later on, but 
it can be done.”

The property on Wendy’s Lane was purchased 
in 1996, when the Fosters began checking 
retirement plan boxes for a property on a large lake 
and a maintained municipal road. Manitouwabing’s 
reputation for good fishing was a bonus. Four 
Seasons Log Homes captured the couple’s vision for a 
log home with its appealing conventional construction 
and met their preference for working with local firms, 
where possible.

Robin and Mark Foster’s front yard slopes gently to the shore 
of Manitouwabing Lake. OPPOSITE: Rough-sawn pine clads the 
home exterior where front porches overlook the lake.

An enclosed 
f ire pit 
warms 
the front 
yard patio.

Continued on page 93
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“Financially, we knew we could only do it in bits and pieces,” 
explains Robin. “Four Season Log Homes designed everything, 
knowing that the initial size of the cottage was the smallest we could 
build legally.”

Today, that original 650 sq. ft. cottage built in 2002, is connected to 
the open-concept expansion by a rustic, sliding, double barn door. It 
features two main-floor bedrooms furnished with end tables, dressers 
and log beds made by Robin’s late father Stan, a three-piece bathroom, 
a small living room and a sleeping loft, which is a “first dibs” guest 
favourite for sleeping quarters. 

“When our guests stay in the old cottage, they like having their own 
space,” explains Robin. To create access to the new addition, the tiny 
cottage kitchen was removed. “We could barely get four people at the 
table,” Mark recalls.

LEFT: Huronia Art Glass crafted the windswept pine in stained 
glass for the front door. ABOVE: Robin’s father also built the 
furniture for the two main-floor bedrooms. TOP: A sliding 
double barn door, by Madawaska Doors, connects the original 
650 sq. ft. cottage with the main part of the expanded home.

Continued on page 95

Pine walls and ceilings embrace the 
sleeping loft where Robin’s father Stan 
built a low bed to fit below the slope. 
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The new 13-by-17-foot kitchen is ideal for 
hosting family and friends. “We love to have 
everybody up through the summer,” says 
Robin. “It’s like a bed and breakfast here.”

When they’re not congregating in the 
kitchen at the breakfast bar, guests gather 
for formal meals in the new dining area 
overlooking the lakefront.

A practical two-piece bathroom was also 
added off the hallway between the great room 
and the entrance.

Granite covers the island and 
countertops in the kitchen with 
alder cabinetry, manufactured 
by Kitchen Craft.

LEFT: A leaf motif decorates stools at the breakfast bar. TOP LEFT: This kitchen 
corner holds a wine rack and tack board. TOP RIGHT: Northern Iron forged the 
branch-like legs for the dinner table as well as the custom chandelier above.

A chalkboard 
sign points 
guests to 
the lake. 

Continued on page 96
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The couple’s favourite feature in the 1,900 
sq. ft. addition is the master suite. During their 
days in the cosy cottage, the Fosters fell in love 
with loft living and adopted the concept on a 
grander scale for their entire master bedroom. 
Complete with a walk-in closet and en suite 
bath, the surprisingly private master-suite loft 
overlooks the great room.

Although the expansion was started in 
2011 and the Fosters began cottaging in the 
addition the next year, Robin still views it as a 
“forever project.”

“Since we’ve been doing a lot of the work 
ourselves, it just seems like we’re forever 
trying to finish it,” she says. “We still have 
little things to do yet.”

When she wasn’t up at the cottage, 
working on trim, moulding, staining or other 
odd jobs, Robin, a senior elementary teacher, 
was back in York Region marking papers and 
sourcing materials for the addition.

“Sometimes we just fell onto things, like 
Northern Iron, and some things took a lot 

TOP LEFT: The doll’s chair in the master 
bedroom belonged to Robin’s mother. 
The antique potty chair is also a family 
heirloom. TOP RIGHT: In the master 
bedroom loft overlooking the living 
room, a woodland theme embellishes 
the carpets and bedspread. LEFT: Thick 
polished glass serves as the top of 
this bathroom vanity. ABOVE: An oval 
corner tub makes efficient use of space 
in the bathroom. Continued on page 98
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of research, but that’s the fun of it,” Robin explains. They discovered 
Northern Iron at a cottage show. Blacksmith, artist and patriarch of the 
family-owned business Lino Barbosa hand-forged twig motif iron legs 
for a maple-leaf shaped section of oak that the couple cut while clearing 
their property and wanted made into a coffee table. This success led to 
the creation of other hand-forged iron tables, chandeliers, bar stools, 
contemporary wall art, and pinecone motif curtain rods. 

“No two things are alike,” Robin points out.
Northern Iron’s Sonya Barbosa, an interior decorator, also advised 

on materials and colours of furnishings.
For the artistic, metal, laser-cut railings, dimensions of each square 

were sent to Dave Molnar of Molnar Metal Art Design, for 
individual design.

A visit to the Martin’s Mitrebox showroom yielded a variety of 
handcrafted master suite furnishings, as well as a TV stand, buffet 
and dining hutch. 

To match the Four Seasons Log Home walls, a mix of six-, 
eight- and 10-inch plank widths of pine flooring was chosen from 
Muskoka Timber Mills.

Exterior doors were purchased at Ross Windows & Doors. 
Stained glass inserts were custom-designed by Huronia Art Glass. 
Two doors have a central insert, one portraying a windswept pine, 
and the other an inukshuk symbol of hope and friendship. A third has 
birch-themed side inserts.

Dainty Delights in Parry Sound custom made Roman-style 
blinds for the 19 windows. Matching tree limb-motif pillows 
complete the look.

Canadiana 
includes a 
photo of their 
original cottage.

TOP RIGHT: A wood stove heats the original cottage 
space where a spiral staircase ascends to the sleeping 
loft. RIGHT: Iron pipe legs support the live-edge 
bench in the living room. 
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A propane-fired hot water boiler system 
was installed in the addition, as well as the 
cottage, where electric baseboards were 
replaced, and the wood stove remained. In 
the great room, Shelley Wallace from the 
Fireplace & Leisure Centre helped them 
choose a propane fireplace.

“We just gave them the dimensions, and 
told them to tell us what we need to do,” says 
Robin. The couple knew they wanted a slate-
look finish, but other than that, Shelley helped 
them put it all together. 

Ron’s Custom Landscaping built 
retaining walls around the entire structure for 
gardens, and laid an interlocking brick patio 
for entertaining along the waterfront.

Robin and Mark are eager to start some 
outdoor projects, including gardening, now 
that they’re finally free from the stress of 
having to rush back to York Region and jobs. 
They are home.  OH
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