
Chris and Anneke Stafford give homemade 
a whole new meaning. They recently built 
their new house, a three-bedroom, 3,650 
sq. ft. home, on a four-acre woodland 
on the south shore of Fairy Lake. Chris 
designed and built most of the home. 
Anneke, as his gofer, helped with lifting, 
painting and design.

Fairy Lake
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The home’s heated, two-car 
garage served double duty as a 
paint shop during construction. 
BELOW: Slate covers the floor of 
the foyer and powder room.

Continued on page 36

Anneke and Chris Stafford

Chris and Anneke 
Stafford’s great 
room has a 
northwest view of 
summer sunsets.
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W“We enjoy it,” says Anneke. “It’s hard 
work, don’t get me wrong, but it’s nice 
to see, at the end of the day, when you’ve 
achieved something.”

The couple has a knack for turning 
adversity into opportunity. Nearly 25 
years ago, when they were both laid 
off by the same employer, they didn’t 
want to start their family in the city, 
so they began exploring opportunities 
farther north. “We thought let’s give this 
a try and see what happens,” Anneke 
recalls. They chose Huntsville because 
it had the most industry and within 
six months, they both landed jobs at 
Hidden Hitch, an auto parts plant. “It 
didn’t really matter what job I did, as 
long as I left the city and could start a 
family,” Chris recalls.

LEFT: Chris Stafford built the river-rock fireplace in the family’s great room. 
ABOVE: Thick timber trusses lend natural strength to the design. BOTTOM 
LEFT: Family photos are integral to the home’s décor. BOTTOM RIGHT: Stairs 
descend to the spacious ground floor that doubles the home’s living space.

A sturdy maple dinner table, 
with matching chairs from 
The Cutter’s Edge, furnishes 
the dining space.

Continued on page 38
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A couple of years later, they bought 
their first house in Emsdale, where they 
got a taste for home improvements. They 
began renovating their home and invited a 
realtor to have a look. “I had bought it for 
$80,000 and the realtor was telling me I 
could sell it for $130,000,” says Chris. “I said, 
‘Oh, sign me up.’ ”

Since then, they’ve renovated three 
different homes and built five new houses, 
while raising two children, Nathan and 
Shavon, who now attend university. “It wasn’t 
too bad for the kids because we kept them in 
the same schools,” says Chris. “They just took 
a different bus.” 

RIGHT: A whitewashed pine ceiling and rough-sawn 
hemlock floor bracket the kitchen. BELOW: A 
maple dinner table from The Cutter’s Edge has a 
matching hutch.

Continued on page 40

Axle, the couple’s new 
kitten, is a curious and 
lively little creature.

Rubbed bronze light fixtures 
help illuminate the Chisel 
Peak Woodworking kitchen 
and adjacent dining room.
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When the auto parts company where 
Chris worked succumbed to the 2008 
recession and closed, he enrolled in a two-year 
architectural technician program at Loyalist 
College. As an architectural technician, he can 
design his own homes and save thousands of 
dollars on drawings.

Chris now works full time at Kimberly 
Clark, a paper products manufacturer in 
Huntsville. “It’s helped me to finance the 
projects,” he says. “I couldn’t have done it 
without having a full-time job to finance 
each project as I went along.” Anneke works 
at Sandhill Nursery, which supplied 
trees, shrubs and perennials for their new 
property and installed granite stairs that 
descend to the lake. 

Anneke admits she was nervous on the 
kilometre-long ride up the driveway during 
her first visit to the property. But worries 
faded when they arrived at the building site. 
“It was whimsical,” she says. “The cedars look 

so old and the big hemlocks towered above 
you. It was just a really pretty location. It’s got 
a lot of bedrock and I just loved it. The privacy 
is what I like the best.”

The couple built the home to suit 
themselves. “We definitely know what we 
like,” says Chris. “We’ve done a few and we 
know exactly what we want.” 

In the great room, walnut-stained pine, 
intersected with thick, soaring beams from 
Muskoka Timber Mills Ltd., clads the 
cathedral ceiling. Chris built the floor-to-
ceiling, river-rock fireplace. He installed 
rough-sawn hemlock flooring throughout 
the main-floor living areas. Carpenter Geoff 
Vander Kloet installed large, arch top 
windows from Ross Windows & Doors, 
to enhance the northwestern view of Fairy 
Lake and Antler Island. “I’ve always maxed out 
my glazing,” says Chris. “Windows are very 
important, especially when you’re living up 
north, people want to see the view.” 

Leather sofas, flanked by pine tree lamps 
from Sandhill Nursery and wooden tables 
from The Cutter’s Edge, gather around 
the stone hearth.

Whitewashed pine covers the ceiling in the 
master bedroom. In the en suite, a freestanding 
tub sits in a corner awash in natural light 
from two large windows that overlook the 
forest. There is a roomy glass-sided shower 
and a travertine floor from Flooring & 
Tile Solutions. 

Chisel Peak Woodworking built the 
granite-topped kitchen cabinets and island, 
painted Dove White by Benjamin Moore 
and finished with maple lacquer glazing. Chris 
installed the porcelain tile backsplash. The 
ceiling is whitewashed pine. A maple dinner 
table with matching chairs and hutch from 
The Cutter’s Edge furnishes the dining space. 
A sliding door opens from the dining room 
to the outdoor deck. Over the farmer’s sink, 
windows open to the Muskoka room.

“Windows are 
very important, 
especially 
when you’re 
living up north, 
people want 
to see the view.”

Continued on page 42

ABOVE LEFT: Chris 
built another river-rock 
fireplace on the home’s 
ground level. ABOVE: 
Whitewashed, brushed 
pine walls enclose 
the Muskoka room. 
LEFT: Wooden cable 
spools have a new life 
as end tables in the 
ground floor living 
room. OPPOSITE: 
Large windows on two 
walls of the Muskoka 
room showcase the 
surrounding forest and 
granite outcrops. 
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This was the first time the Staffords had the budget for a Muskoka 
room. Comfortably heated with an old-fashioned wood stove in one 
corner, this living space sits just off the kitchen. Whitewashed, board-
and-batten, brushed-pine walls surround an eclectic mix of warm and 
comfortable furniture, including a soft beige sofa and love seat. The 
rough-sawn hemlock floor in this room is stained Puritan Pine. A wall 
of windows showcases the granite bluff, ferns and moss to the side of 
the home. Two oversize sliding doors open to the exterior deck where 
there’s a dinner table and chairs, an umbrella-shaded seating area and 
hot tub. Because the property is steep and high above the lake, the 
Muskoka room and an outside deck were important to the family, says 
Anneke. “In the summer time, we are there all the time. It’s like our 
extension of the house,” she says.

ABOVE: Rough-sawn 
hemlock flooring and 
a rustic bed from The 
Cutter’s Edge lend 
country charm to the 
master bedroom. 
ABOVE RIGHT: Large 
windows overlooking 
the forest keep the 
en suite bright. NEAR 
RIGHT: Black-and-white 
tiles give the downstairs 
bathroom a vintage 
look. FAR RIGHT: A 
pine sleigh bed, with 
matching nightstands, 
complements the 
blue walls in this 
ground floor bedroom.

Continued on page 44

For design ideas and information, we welcome you to visit our spectacular
must see showroom located in Huntsville, Ontario 

FIREPLACE KING
3 Cairns Drive, Huntsville
705.789.8067
fireplaceking.com

Valor LX2 3-Sided Series
shown with

Rock and Shale, Fluted Black Liner & the HeatShift™ System

Valor’s multi-sided linear fireplace now offers two engine styles to 
choose from. The 3-Sided engine is designed for 180 degree enjoyment, 
while the Corner engines offers design flexibility. The LX2 provides 
outstanding radiant heat performance that will heat any living space.

Available with splitwood, driftwood, rock and shale, and two types of 
glass fire beds, the LX2 will suit homeowners who value aesthetics, 
performance and safety.

FireplaceKing_ESUM19.indd   1 2019-04-04   12:21 PM
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SOURCE GUIDE
• Chisel Peak Woodworking • Flooring & Tile Solutions 

• Home Hardware • Klink’s A Team Mechanical Ltd. 

• Muskoka Timber Mills Ltd. • Ron’s Electric • Ross Windows 

& Doors • Sandhill Nursery • Simcoe Building Centre 

• Simcoe Door & Trim • Taylor Carpet One Floor & Home 

• The Cutter’s Edge • Wavemaker Pool Spa Showroom

The ground floor doubles the home’s living space. Each of the two 
large downstairs bedrooms has a view of the lake. Bright windows flank 
the headboards. A sectional sofa in the living room faces a river rock 
fireplace and television. Engineered hickory hardwood covers the floor. 
A sliding door opens to the front yard. On the other side of this space 
is a kitchenette and a waxed pine dinner table and chairs. A pattern of 
octagonal and dot floor tiles lends the bathroom an old-fashioned look.

Klink’s A Team Mechanical Ltd. supplied the Napoleon propane 
fireplaces on the main floor and downstairs as well as the home’s 
heating and cooling system. Ron’s Electric wired the home, installing 
pot light and hanging lamps.  

In every home they’ve built, Chris and Anneke have incorporated 
new ideas. “This will come to an end eventually, when we want to 
build our dream home,” Chris predicts. “Every time we build a house, 
we might design or model something in the house that we’d like and, 
eventually, after so many homes, you’re going to get it right.” 

They have their house for sale and will soon be planning a new place. 
In the meantime, they’re enjoying life at home. “I’m in the forest and on 
the water. That’s the best of both worlds,” says Anneke.  OH

ABOVE: The home’s front deck with a barbecue, hot tub, 
dinner table and shaded seating area is a popular summer spot 
for the family.

Fairy Lake
at the foot of
the property.

416.557.0896
www.deepwaterwood.com

Muskoka, ON

SUBMERGED 
FOR OVER A 

CENTURY

Water-Reclaimed Hardwood

spectacular hardwood flooring • 1st growth reclaimed 
lumber • butcher block countertops • custom live edge 

tables • 100% eco-friendly local company

Innovative, inspired by nature, infused with tradition... Village of Rosseau

1150 Hwy 141 - 705.732.4040
hilltopinteriors.com

HOMES &
LAKEHOUSES

DESIGN
SERVICES
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