
For years, Darren Hendriks lived the proverb of the shoemaker’s kids. The 
vice-president of custom homebuilder Homes by Hendriks Inc. lived in a  
950 sq. ft., typical 1960s bungalow in Fonthill. It was fine as a starter home 
when he and his wife Amy married. But it was nothing like the stunning and 
spacious abodes Darren was building for others who tapped his family’s 
business to make their dream homes a reality.   Continued on page 26
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Glass, stone and straight lines dominate the 
ultra-modern facade of Darren Hendriks’s home. 
Timber work by Lynchwood Design and Build. 
Pots by Hamiltons of Pelham.
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IIn late 2017, though, the shoemaker’s kids 
came knocking, and it was on an oversize, 
textured fibreglass door that opened onto 
a new 2,600 sq. ft., ultra-modern two-
storey overlooking the Welland River in 
Fenwick. Darren’s run as the shoemaker was 
officially over. 

“When we designed the home, I was 
obviously very excited to build it,” says 
Darren, the third generation to helm Homes by 
Hendriks. “There are underlying expectations 
sometimes in your field. There’s pressure to 
differentiate yourself.”

Darren did just that with his home, which 
strayed from the more traditional houses 
Homes by Hendriks is known for building 
and renovating.

He and Amy searched for some time for a 
property to break ground on a home in which 
they would raise their two children, Alana, 2, 
and Kane, just shy of 1. They were determined 
to find a rural parcel and provide a life similar 
to what they both enjoyed growing up in 
bucolic Niagara. 

For Darren, that was in Beamsville where 
he and his brothers spent their free time 
outdoors. They’d fish together in a nearby 
creek and take advantage of all that Mother 
Nature had to offer.

“Ultimately, my wife and I wanted that for 
our kids,” he says. “I feel that was one of the 
contributing factors to why my siblings and I 
have such a close relationship to this day. We 
were able to do so much together growing 
up and we still try to make an effort to spend 
quality time together. Secondly, I wanted our 
kids to be able to have their friends over one 
day and spend time doing all those things 
outdoors instead of sitting on their phones or 
in front of the TV.”

The couple found two acres on Fenwick’s 
southernmost periphery in 2015. It was more 
land than they wanted, but the location was 
ideal so they bought it. 

All that space changed their vision for 
a home. Their swath was wide, enabling 
architectural designer Santy Yeh of Designs 
by Santy to stretch the home’s footprint in 
proportion to the property.

Rooms were positioned to take advantage 
of the views – river to the front, woodlot to 
the back. Darren and Amy are early risers so 
their bedroom, which features a platform bed 
and walkthrough change area, faces east with 
floor-to-ceiling, architectural contemporary 
Pella Windows allowing the full effect of 
sunrise. In the evening, they can enjoy sunset 
from their living room or back patio. 

ABOVE: Foam panelling in the foyer looks 
like concrete but adds warmth and helps with 
acoustics. BOTTOM LEFT: Windows look as 
though they were built around the chimney. 

ABOVE: The living room offers a variety of views thanks to glass feature walls 
overlooking the Welland River on one side and a woodlot on the other. LEFT: 
The foyer features floor-to-ceiling windows that provide a glimpse of a hockey-
stick staircase inside. BELOW: Heating registers were cut from floor tile to 
blend seamlessly. 

Continued on page 28
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Glass gets top billing throughout much of 
the home, including as a feature wall in the 
living room, and stretching two storeys high 
in the foyer to showcase hockey-stick stairs 
by Amber Stairs & Railings Inc. inside, 
and big, country sky outside. Hunter Douglas 
shades installed by Dell Smart Home 
Solutions are set to a timer and controlled 
by smart phone or remote to provide reprieve 
when the sun gets overbearing. Zoned HVAC 
providing separate temperature control 
upstairs and down, helps, too.

Still, it was a bit of an engineering feat 
working that much glass into the Hendrikses’ 
plans. Performance modelling was needed 
for it, and energy modelling was required to 
ensure it was up to code. 

“As you start dreaming up these ideas, they 
present challenges and you have to find ways 
to overcome it,” Darren explains.

The couple are big on entertaining at home 
so an open floor plan on the ground level was a 
must, along with an easy connection between 
the kitchen and back patio. The galley 
kitchen, equipped with Fisher and Paykel 
and Frigidaire stainless steel appliances from 
Nickerson Home Appliances, includes 
an oversize island. It also features Cambria 
quartz countertops and backsplashes in steely 
grey from QuartzCo.

A custom live-edge dining table made by 

Wade Daboll of W.L. Daboll Construction seats 10 and extends the 
eating and gathering space. The dining area merges into a comfortable 
family room decked out in wide-plank hardwood from Aristocrat 
Floors of the World in a mid-tone finish. 

Aristocrat’s Rhoda Cipparone advised on flooring, paint colour 
and furniture to keep the interior as eye-catching as the exterior. 
She collaborated with Eileen Santoro of Design Concepts 
by Window Decor on ideas for artwork and lighting wired by 
Verhoef Electric Inc.

The attention to detail on the main level alone is remarkable. That 
Cambria quartz countertop is bevelled to tuck into drawers and look 
thin and sleek. Porcelain tile in the foyer and kitchen mimics concrete 
and continues the ultra-modern feel. Heating registers are cut from the 
same tile to blend seamlessly. 

Dark brown and white kitchen cabinets by Cromade Cabinetry 
provide visual interest, popping open with a gentle push rather than 
being pulled with a handle. They stretch around the corner from 
the main kitchen area into a nook that provides extra storage and a 
functional coffee station. Continued on page 30

The kitchen offers plenty of 
seating for casual entertaining 
and lots of storage to keep
staples hidden away. 

LEFT: Quartz 
countertops are 
bevelled to look thin 
and sleek at first glance. 
BELOW: A coffee 
station is tucked just out 
of view from the main 
kitchen area, providing 
space for what might 
be the most important 
appliance in the house. 

Cupboards in contrasting light and
dark open with a gentle push rather
than being pulled with handles. Flowers by
Vermeer’s Garden Centre & Flower Shop.
RIGHT: The Hendriks family: Amy, Kane, 1,
Alana, 2, and Darren.
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Steel beams in the kitchen and dining area 
ceiling were left exposed and powder-coated 
in black to complement window frames 
and pot lights. 

In the living room, the windows look as 
though they were built around the chimney, 
which is done in steel grey Arriscraft shadow 
stone in from Burnstein Brick and installed 
by Don Ledwez Masonry. The chimney 
is the backdrop to a gas fireplace from 
Stamford Fireplaces and matches the 
angled columns that run the perimeter of 
the home outside.

Adding to the modern exterior, siding 
appears as though it extends continuously 
around the soffits and into the walls. “There’s 
a great amount of planning that went 
into those little details that can be easily 
overlooked,” Darren explains.

The key was to not go overboard, he 
notes, keeping the home appealing to 
any future buyers.

TOP LEFT: Darren Hendriks’s home office doubles 
as his music room where he practises guitar. 
Carpentry in this space and throughout the home 
by RCL Carpentry. ABOVE: Modern art fits with 
the contemporary design of the home. LEFT: The 
mudroom/laundry room. 

Continued on page 34
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“When we designed the 
home, I was obviously 
very excited to build it. 
There are underlying 
expectations sometimes 
in your field. There’s 
pressure to differentiate 
yourself,” says Darren.

The master en suite features all the 
conveniences and comforts, including a 
vessel tub and two sinks. 

NHBA 2017 Best Kitchen Renovation – DRT Custom Homes 
NHBA 2017 Best Bathroom Renovation – DRT Custom Homes 

NHBA 2017 Best Home Renovation – Homes by Hendriks 

OHBA 2017 Best Kitchen – Homes by Hendriks 
OHBA 2018 Best Home Renovation – Homes by Hendriks 
OHBA 2018 Best Kitchen Finalist – DRT Custom Homes2018 

Awards of 
Distinction

Ontario 
Home Builders’ 
Association

142 Cushman Rd. Unit 6 St. Catharines | 905.688.6222 | cromade.ca

Cromade.indd   1 2018-11-06   2:41 PM
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CUSTOM PLANS 
designsbysanty.com

Since constructing his own home, Darren 
has been getting more requests for similar 
modern builds. The company develops and 
renovates a number of homes a year, but 
unlike those projects, Darren was feeling 
relatively pressure-free in the eight months 
it took to build his own pad. It did require 
a different mindset than building for 
someone else, however.

“When we’re working through the design 
process, instead of offering suggestions, I had 
to be that person and the end user,” he recalls. 
“Have I thought of everything and is it going 
to be conducive to our growing family? I tried 
to involve my wife in the big decisions but her 
mindset was ‘This is your area of expertise and 
I have full faith in your abilities.’ ”  OH

TOP: The homeowners are early risers, so windows 
facing east in the master bedroom to make the most 
of the sunrise were a must. ABOVE RIGHT: The en 
suite features a walk-through shower. Bathroom 
cabinetry by Cromade Cabinetry.
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@rcl_carpentry

Making the most of the finer details

289.925.7718

Jim Lynch • Niagara-on-the-Lake
905.788.4633 • lynchwooddesignandbuild.com

WOOD SIDING • CEDAR SHINGLES • DECKS • SHEDS • CUPOLAS • GAZEBOS • PERGOLAS

distinctive designs 
heavy timber trusses 

tables | mantles 
shelves | pergolas  

& more

FREE ESTIMATES CALL:

Wade Daboll  
905.641.8337

RIDGEVILLE, ONTARIO

where technology  
meets interior design 

261 Martindale Rd Unit 2 St. Catharines  
905.684.DELL (3355)   

www.dellsmarthomesolutions.com

TV            MUSIC            SECURITY    

HOME THEATRE    HOME AUTOMATION   

WINDOW SHADES        NETWORKING

BUILDING OR 
RENOVATING 
YOUR HOME?

CONTACT US TO SCHEDULE  
A VISIT TO OUR SHOWROOM 

BEFORE YOU DRYWALL!
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