
TThe co-owner and president of Kenmore 
Homes knows that she and her family have 
shaped cities, neighbourhoods, even the lives 
of people living in their Kenmore-built abodes.

“It’s very exciting,” Jennifer says. “You can 
leave a lasting footprint in communities and 
look back to five, 10, 25, 30 years ago and see 
how many people you gave a house to live 
in. It feels great because it’s one of the most 
important purchases in most people’s lives.”

Jennifer and the Kenmore team, which 
includes her brother Kris and father Jim, are 
set to have the same impact in north Niagara 
Falls as they shape the city’s last swath 
earmarked for residential development into 
Terravita, a community of 80 single-family 
bungalows, bungalofts, and two-storey homes. 

The new neighbourhood, tucked off 
Mountain Road near St. Paul Avenue, will 
feature 10 home plans by Michael Allen of 
ACK Architects ranging in size from 1,699 to 
2,890 square feet on 39- and 45-foot lots. Each 
layout is adjustable to future homebuyers’ 
needs. The facades will be unique – this is 
not your cookie-cutter subdivision – with 
different elevations and exterior colour 
combinations but with a similar feel “so 
this won’t be a mishmash of houses. All 
homes will have a similar look but will be 
different,” Jennifer says.
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A Higher
STANDARD

THERE’S A FEELING JENNIFER KAUFMAN 
GETS WHEN SHE CONSIDERS THE IMPACT 
HER FAMILY’S HOMEBUILDING BUSINESS HAS 
HAD IN NIAGARA OVER THE PAST 64 YEARS. 

Continued on page 28
Jennifer Kaufman

Jennifer Kaufman, co-owner 
and president of Kenmore 
Homes, stands in the kitchen of 
a bungaloft model in the new 
Terravita subdivision in Niagara 
Falls. Kitchen cabinets by 
Oakridge Woodworking RIGHT: 
A spacious foyer welcomes 
visitors to the home. OPPOSITE: 
An open-concept layout that 
highlights cathedral ceilings 
and a rounded loft creates 
visual elegance. 
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They will also feel like home to families looking to put down roots 
or those wanting to downsize but not forgo luxury for less space.

“It’s making sure we’re not creating a product that suits my 
needs but suits the target market that will eventually live there,” 
Jennifer explains.

In a deceptively roomy Terravita bungaloft that offers just over 
2,000 square feet of living space, an “open and grand” entryway with 
cathedral ceilings fills with welcoming natural light. It stretches past a 
two-piece powder room, and wide, quarter-turn staircase in enduring 
white oak with Euro spindle by Amber Stairs & Railings Inc.

The front hall ultimately leads into a galley-style kitchen with 
peaked cathedral ceiling and a view to a rounded loft that gives the 
entire space “visual elegance.”

“Every model we’re doing has something in it that has that wow 
factor,” Jennifer explains. 

In the kitchen, function and style are given priority with a built-in 
china cabinet to match functional kitchen cupboards and open shelving 
by Oakridge Woodworking. It’s a touch added so homeowners don’t 
have to worry about buying such pieces or lugging them in a move. 

Continued on page 31

The living room features a cosy 
fireplace and view to the master 
bedroom. BELOW: High ceilings 
create drama, openness and enough 
room for large, eye-catching artwork 
to hang over the fireplace. 

The loft offers a view to the 
kitchen and living room. 
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The oversize kitchen island provides plenty of room to spread 
out during big baking or cooking projects, but also serves as casual 
seating and a focal point to gather around while entertaining. MSI 
premium natural quartz in fossil grey caps the counters and makes for 
both a stunning and practical workspace for the gourmet of the home. 
Stainless steel Jenn-Air appliances, including a 36-inch-wide gas 
range, built-in dishwasher, microwave, wine fridge and double-door 
refrigerator are all standard. 

The space spills into an open-concept living and dining area 
with Dashwood Gemini casement windows from Crowland Sash 
& Frame. A Marquis Solace Cleanview fireplace surrounded by 
porcelain tile with a soapstone look from Alfieri Floor Experts 
is the centrepiece. But the pièce de résistance is the soaring ceiling 
that makes the area feel boundless and grand. Heating and cooling 

RIGHT: Stainless steel appliances are 
standard in every Terravita home. 
BELOW: The powder room has a space-
enhancing metallic wallpaper. OPPOSITE: 
Space for a dining table provides an 
option for more formal entertaining. 

systems by A-Plus Air Systems ensure the space is always the 
right temperature.

Underfoot are Glenbury hardwood floors from Alfieri with 
random-width plank and an aged appearance that doesn’t stifle 
the natural character of the wood. They stretch into a main-floor 
master bedroom, with oversize, double solid-core doors offering 
safety and soundproofing. The master en suite features a standalone 
tub, oversized shower with rolling glass door, and a double, custom 
vanity by Oakridge. 

The bedroom’s distinct and seductive separation from the rest of 
the home is accentuated by walls in bold Black Jack from Benjamin 
Moore’s Regal line, and chosen by designer John Kazmir. The 
space is kept bright by a mix of natural light and sparkling fixtures 
from City Lightz. Continued on page 34
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ABOVE: The master 
bedroom in dramatic 
Black Jack from 
Benjamin Moore. 
RIGHT: The master 
en suite has all the 
trimmings, including a 
freestanding bath and 
double-sink vanity.
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 Like us on Facebook    Follow us on Twitter

Our design + build team prides itself on creating personalized outdoor spaces that inspire our clients’ unique 
lifestyle. Keeping current with the latest landscaping trends, we use only the highest quality products to 

construct our award winning landscapes. Whether you’re looking to design a garden, construct a patio area, 
or create an entire outdoor living space; our design + build team can help bring your dreams into reality.

YOUR DREAM SPACE AWAITS

#10 Henegan Rd, PO Box 1222, Virgil, ON L0S 1T0    
T 905.468.9557  E info@treeamigos.ca  W www.treeamigos.ca
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Common spaces throughout the home, 
and a second-floor bedroom are in clean and 
contrasting Snow White.

Upstairs, the loft offers relaxed living 
space, with room enough for a full-sized 
sofa and 75-inch television, or an inspired 
workspace. A three-piece bathroom makes 
for nearly self-contained, living quarters on 
the upper level.

All homes in Terravita will be finished 
to the lower level with timbers from Stark 
Lumber, but even that will be left “finish-
ready,” Jennifer notes.

“We stud all the walls, the electrical is 
done in the walls. Basically, it’s drywall ready,” 
she says. “The big thing is everything in here 
is standard. I’m so tired of hearing people 
say ‘I walk in (to a model home) and there’s 
$200,000 to $300,000 of upgrades.’ It happens 
all the time. If people like a particular kitchen, 
they can say, ‘I want that kitchen.’ They don’t 
have to worry about getting another price to 

Continued on page 36

The upstairs bedroom could serve 
as either the master bedroom or a 
guest room. ABOVE: The loft area 
could be reserved for relaxing or 
used as an inspiring workspace.

176 Bunting Rd, St. Catharines
905.685.9797 | burnsteinbrick.com

905.685.1311
starklumber.ca

LUMBER n PLYWOOD n ROOF TRUSSES
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Custom Cabinetry 
KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • WALL UNITS

1164 Victoria Ave, Fenwick 
905.892.3511 oakridgewoodworking.ca
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get it upgraded. Every home in Terravita is 
the model home.”

Outside, landscaping is by Tree Amigos 
Landscaping Inc. and includes irrigation to 
keep gardens and greenery lush. 

The exterior of the home boasts timeless 
curb appeal with grey Permacon Lafitt Stone 

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
• A-Plus Air Systems • ACK Architects • Alfieri Floor Experts • Alliance Security Systems 

• Amber Stairs & Railings • Bosco Roofing • Burnstein Brick • City Lightz • Confederation 

Plumbing and Heating • Crowland Sash & Frame • H Electric • Interiors by Better Shade 

• John Kazmir • Kenmore Homes • Oakridge Woodworking • Rainbow Painting • Stark 

Lumber • Tree Amigos Landscaping Inc. • Turkstra Lumber

The loft bathroom is spacious and functional.

They are touches indicative of 
thoughtful consideration of the way 
people live today, but they also channel 
the quality and community-mindedness 
that’s been paramount to Kenmore 
Homes’ success and longevity since 
its founding by Jennifer’s grandfather, 
James, in St. Catharines in 1955. The 
company will donate $1,000 to Habitat 
for Humanity for every home sold in the 
Terravita development.

“I always go back to my grandfather’s 
core belief of building quality homes and 
maintaining a reputation in the community 
through charity work and getting involved 
in the community. And ensuring our 
customers are happy,” Jennifer says. “It’s 
walking through every home and making 
sure ‘Would I want to live in that house?’ 
when I walk through.”  OH

from Burnstein Brick, a peaked roofline 
finished by Bosco Roofing, and a stately 
oversize front door with full glass insert by 
Crowland Sash & Frame. Privacy is ensured 
with blinds from Interiors by Better 
Shade that block the view from the street and 
diffuse bright light, but keep things airy. 

Classic style remixed for  
amplified performance
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Carpet  |  Resilient  |  Hardwood  | Tile & Stone  |  Laminate  |  shawfloors.com

Luxury vinyl plank.
Waterproof. Pet-proof. Worry-proof.

905.735.3882 
19 Lincoln Street, 

Welland ON
www.alfierifloorexperts.ca

• ASK ABOUT OUR IN-STORE FINANCING •

1.800.263.5684 
amberstairs.ca

• GENERAL CONTRACTING • RENOVATIONS  
• ADDITIONS • DESIGN/BUILD • CARPENTRY

WE DON’T JUST RENOVATE HOUSES

WE CREATE HOMES

905.397.9398   propertyrehab.ca
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