
When opportunity knocks, open the door. That 
is exactly what Jim and Debbie Flieler did. A 
year-and-a-half ago, they decided the time was 
right to build a custom home. An ambitious 
undertaking, but something they wanted to do 
before their dream would pass them by. 

ABOVE: A custom-built, granite-framed 
fireplace warms the living room of Jim and 
Debbie Flieler’s new Peterborough home. 
Coffered ceilings are made of pine and 
hardwood. RIGHT: Taupe quoins enhance 
the solid, elegant look of the home. FAR 
RIGHT: Symbolic of wisdom, purple irises 
grace the couple’s dinner table. OPPOSITE: 
The homeowners furnished their new dining 
room with a Canadian-made dinner table 
from their previous home. A Swarovski crystal 
chandelier illuminates the space while a half 
wall separates it from the living room.

CUSTOMcomfort
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established neighbourhood. Creamy taupe quoins edge the brick and 
stone cladding and give the home’s exterior a stately look. An extra-
large, black, double entry, fibreglass front door beckons. A roomy foyer 
says, “Come on in, welcome to our home.” 

Eyes follow a curved, oak and metal handrail up the circular 
stairway’s 18 oak steps to the second level. Soft, natural daylight shines 
through the white grills of the many windows and dances on warm grey 
walls. Hand-scraped, pecan hardwood floors, set on a 45-degree angle, 
visually transport you across the open-concept main floor. A pillared 
half wall creates unobstructed sitting zones in the main family room, 
dining room and kitchen.

Italian slip-cast ceramic pieces, inspired by sea urchins, adorn the 
space above the living room’s custom-built, white and granite-trimmed 
fireplace. The wall art is beautiful but also practical as it conceals 
wiring if ever a wall-mounted television is desired. 

Behind the half wall, a Swarovski crystal chandelier hanging from 
a coffered, tongue-in-groove ceiling not only gives the dining room 
its elegant touch, but also provides a visual cue that you are now in a 
different sitting area. The space exemplifies how good things become 
great when the builder, real estate agent and owners have a similar 
vision and work together. “Between all of us, we designed it with Jim 
and Deb’s specific needs in mind,” says Geoff. 

BBorn and raised in Durham Region, they began looking for property and 
builders in that area. “We ideally were going to build in Durham, but 
could not find the right combination of design and location,” says Jim. 

They found an intriguing real estate listing with Joanne Shearer 
from Ball Real Estate Inc. Brokerage for a custom home in 
Peterborough’s desirable southwest end. “Joanne showed them my 
plans and they fell in love with it,” says Geoff Boniakowski, with 
Minchalet Homes in Peterborough. 

Most people miss opportunity because it is dressed in overalls and 
looks like work. “We never had a desire for a new home,” says Jim. 
“We did not want to go through the aggravation of the mud, nails and 
commotion of the trades throughout a subdivision. We never really 
looked at building for those reasons.” However, the benefits of acting on 
the listing were stacking up. A real estate boom in Brooklin made it a 
good time to sell their home there and to buy in Peterborough.

Both the Flielers work at the Swish Group of Companies’ 
corporate head office in Peterborough, within convenient proximity 
to the home. They liked that Peterborough is a self-contained city near 
lakes and country roads. Friendly people and a healthier, slower pace 
were also big pluses. “We thought it was a great fit for us and we knew 
what we could do with the property,” says Jim.

Snuggled nicely onto the lot, the two-storey home, designed by 
Robert Hynes of Your Own Design, blends pleasantly into the 

Continued on page 44

ABOVE: Joanne Shearer of Ball Real Estate Inc. Brokerage (left) and Geoff 
Boniakowski of Minchalet Homes (right) celebrate a job well done with 
homeowners Jim and Debbie Flieler. CENTRE TOP: Marcella de Graaf of 
AyA Kitchens helped Debbie design the kitchen with white cabinetry, granite 
countertops and stainless-steel appliances. Italian glass tiles form the backsplash.
RIGHT: A sitting space within earshot of the kitchen has a sliding door that opens 
to the rear deck and backyard. FAR RIGHT: At the back porch door, the home’s 
rear entry is a space furnished by AyA Kitchens to include a wet bar, fridge and 
custom cabinets.

A louvered screen  
provides privacy and  
lets cooling breezes through  
on a hot summer day.
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Comfortable sofas, arranged in an L-shape, border a coffee table. A 
large patio door nearby provides unobstructed views of the backyard 
landscaped with large slabs of natural armour stone and 18-foot 
spruce trees. Within earshot of the kitchen, the space is perfect 
for entertaining. 

Anchoring the kitchen is a custom granite island, one side cut 
on a 45-degree angle to match the angle of the flooring, once again, 
creating flow. Debbie has always wanted a white kitchen. Working 
with Marcella de Graaf of AyA Kitchens, Debbie created her 
ultimate culinary workspace. Stainless-steel pulls adorn the glazed 
oyster cabinet doors. New, top-of-the-line stainless-steel appliances 
include a double wall oven and a custom wine fridge. There is also a 
six-burner gas cooktop. 

Behind the kitchen is a powder room and an entry room from 
the garage and backyard that includes custom cabinetry, wet bar 
and fridge. Garden doors open to a large outdoor covered porch. 
“We like to relax and enjoy our time together, even after 30 years of 
marriage,” says Debbie.

Jim is thrilled with his new garage. Big enough to park at least four 
cars, the space is insulated and bright. The builder installed large garage 
doors to get construction vehicles to the backyard after the house 
was in. “We put as much house as we could fit on the lot,” says Geoff. 

TOP: AyA Kitchens also helped design this upstairs bathroom, with 
double sinks, stone countertop and porcelain tile floor. ABOVE: 
Guests can relax comfortably under bedding patterned in a leafy 
motif of twisting branches. RIGHT: Supplied by Kawartha Stair & 
Rail Ltd., 18 oaken stairs wind from the foyer to the second floor.

Continued on page 46
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Sales Representative

Peterborough, Ontario
joanneshearer.com | jshearer@ballrealestate.ca
Office: 705.775.2255 Direct: 705.930.1750
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“The majority of landscaping was done before we even excavated for 
the foundation.” 

The second-level master bedroom has a cathedral ceiling and a cosy 
place to sit in the morning sun with a cup of coffee. The spacious en 
suite has white porcelain tiles, accented with a white, textured wave 
strip to create the large corner shower. Inside there is an overhead 
rain shower, wall-mounted removable wand and body jets. In another 
corner sits an inviting freestanding tub. Pale grey quartz covers his-
and-her sinks and vanities. 

Also upstairs are a laundry closet, guest bedroom with a nearby 
bathroom, Jim’s office and adjacent bathroom and another room that 
serves presently as a television room. 

What the eye cannot see is also worth mentioning. Trusko Inc. in 
New Brunswick constructed the custom-designed roof trusses, wood 
wall frames and floor joists and shipped them to Peterborough. These 
high-quality wooden structures with open web design arrived ready 
for installation. “It would normally take a crew two months to frame 
a home of this size,” says Geoff. “We had the whole house ready for 
windows in 10 days using this complete wood structure solution.” 

“I commend the trades people,” says Debbie. “To think this all 
was constructed from nothing. It was like watching your dream 
develop before your own eyes in the real world. We love this home.” 
Opportunity has become reality for the Flielers. “Building a custom 
home is affordable if you do your research and plan properly,” says Jim. 
“Stay grounded with reality and work within your budget.”  OH

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
ABR Contracting • AyA Kitchens • Ball Real Estate 

Inc. Brokerage • David Keller Landscaping • Doan’s 

Overhead Garage Doors • Doughty Masonry Centre  

• Fersina Windows • Floortrends • Hubbel Landscaping 

• Kawartha Stair & Rail Ltd. • Lane’s Contracting • Leahy 

Excavating • Monaghan Lumber Specialists • Minchalet 

Homes • PJ Johnston Heat & AC • Your Own Design

TOP LEFT: With its view of the sunrise, a sitting area in the master bedroom is the 
couple’s favourite spot for a quiet cup of coffee. LEFT: The en suite has a vessel 
tub and a glassed shower with a window through which they can watch the sun 
coming up. ABOVE: Creams, whites and soft greys, with a hand-scraped pecan 
floor lend a comfortable ambience to the master bedroom.
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44 University Avenue West, Cobourg, Ontario

Voted Northumberland’s Best Builder 
for TEN consecutive years! consecutive years!

2007 - 2016
Best New Home Builder

2007 - 2009 • 2011 - 2016
Best New Home Builder

Your Dream HomeYour Dream Homeawaits...
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