
WWilderness getaways have been a Jack family pursuit for generations. With their 
new Kawartha Highlands cottage, Bill and Nikki Jack are enriching that legacy.

A WILD PLACE
in the HIGHLANDS
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ABOVE: Bill and Nikki Jack continue a family 
tradition of wilderness getaways at their new 
lake house on Anstruther Lake. TOP RIGHT: 
Corky, the family’s 14-year-old Lhasa Apso, sits 
with Bill and Nikki Jack with Linwood Custom 
Homes vice-president of sales Craig McFarlane 
(standing) and his son Brad McFarlane, who 
built the cottage. RIGHT: Owners customized 
Linwood’s design with granite walls on 
the upland porch.

Continued on page 38

sister and brother, as well as two cousins, all 
have their own cottages on the same lake. 

“We love the area,” says Nikki. “We think the 
lake is gorgeous.” The couple have been coming 
to the Kawarthas together since they were 

“We want this to be a family get-together 
place. That was important in terms of design,” 
says Bill, whose grandfather pioneered the 
family’s love of the woods when he bought 
a cottage on Anstruther Lake in 1962. Bill’s 

teenagers. They bought a tiny, one-bedroom 
cottage in an ideal waterfront spot 10 years ago, 
intent on eventually building a new summer 
home. “We probably started thinking about it as 
soon as we bought this property,” says Nikki.

ourhomes   E A R L Y  S U M M E R  2 0 1 8   |  3736  |  ourhomes   E A R L Y  S U M M E R  2 0 1 8

home & builder



On their trips north to the lake, they often 
stopped at Linwood Custom Homes at 
Young’s Point where they viewed the model 
home. They went to cottage shows, looked 
at various designs and ultimately chose 
Linwood’s model home as the basic plan 
for their new cottage – a main floor master 
bedroom and en suite, an open-concept living 
space and two upstairs bedrooms. “We were 
really confident with the product and the 
quality,” says Nikki. 

They modified the original design by 
flipping the floor plan and creating a carpeted 
loft over the kitchen. “It gave us a little more 
space, a little more room for people to hang 
out or watch TV,” Nikki says. On the porch, 

granite walls were added to the exterior finish. 
Another modification, a walkout basement, 
provides space for more bedrooms and 
perhaps grandchildren in the future. 

Brad McFarlane Construction Inc. 
built the new lake house. As construction 
continued through the winter, Bill and Nikki 
monitored the progress during on-site visits, 
keeping warm with only a contractor’s 
blast furnace. “We actually came up every 
Saturday,” Bill recalls. “We would usually 
bring a crockpot of soup or chili and we’d sit 
downstairs in our ski jackets, look out the 
window and check on stuff.”

The large, welcoming porch opens to 
the cottage great room where shiplapped 

wooden walls flank the Friendly Fires 
wood-burning fireplace, built by stone mason 
Matt Vandermey of Creative Stone 
Designs. “He does beautiful work,” says Bill. 
Four tall, rectangular windows, topped with 
squares of glass, reveal a sweeping panorama 
of the lake and forested shoreline. “We love 
windows everywhere so we can enjoy our 
view,” says Bill. Driftwood chandeliers, 
hand-made by Bill’s sister, Nancy, illuminate 
the dinner table. Alder cabinets with 
seeded-glass doors, quartz countertops 
and a pebble-tile backsplash furnish the 
open-concept kitchen, planned with the help 
of Lakeshore Designs. Hickory tops the 
kitchen island. Continued on page 40

ABOVE: Modifications to the original design 
created a carpeted loft over the kitchen, where 
cabinetry is made of alder and pebble tiles form 
the backsplash. TOP RIGHT: The kitchen island 
top is made of hickory. RIGHT: A collection of 
pressed-back wooden chairs surround the dinner 
table where driftwood chandeliers, made by Bill’s 
sister Nancy, illuminate family meals.

Chicken wire doors enclose 
this kitchen cupboard. 
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Reclaimed hemlock covers the floors. A 
staircase, made with Douglas fir treads and 
stringers by Kawartha Stair & Rail Ltd., 
joins the home’s two upper levels. A Kawartha 
room, supplied by Sunspace Sunrooms and 
furnished with wicker, adjoins the south side 
of the cottage. It opens to the exterior deck 
and stairs leading to the front yard and the 
sandy beach beyond. In the master bedroom 
sliding glass doors open to a private deck 
overlooking the lake.

“We love it,” says Bill. “We love the design. 
We love the finishes that we chose and those 
the builder put in for us,” says Nikki. “It’s just 
beautiful.” Daughters Abbie, 20, and Kaitlin, 
24, also approve. “They came up more this 
summer than ever,” says Bill. 

This was the first cottage Brad McFarlane 
built with his own company. “It went together 
very easily,” he says. “I love the style. I’m a big 

fan of wraparound decks with a big porch.” He 
framed the cottage, installed windows and got 
it ready for sub-trades. While the trades went 
to work, McFarlane erected a new cottage 
on Buckhorn Lake for the Princess Margaret 
Cancer Centre lottery. When the sub-trades 
were done at the Jack cottage, he returned to 
finish the trim. Installing large wooden ceiling 
beams required patience and precision. “It 
takes a little bit of time, but you want to be 
perfect,” says McFarlane, son of Linwood’s vice-
president of retail sales Craig McFarlane.

Drain Bros. Excavating Limited 
prepared the cottage foundation and built 
stone retaining walls on the gently sloping 
property. Doug Recker of Plumbing by 
Doug Inc. installed the waterworks, Norris 
Heating & Air Conditioning provided 
climate control while Scott Richardson of 
PuraVida Electrical wired the lake house.

Continued on page 42

Kawartha Stair & Rail Ltd. crafted 
the home’s stairs and railings.  

Mason Matt Vandermey 
built the granite f ireplace 
in the living room.
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TOP LEFT: Wicker rockers 
provide relaxed seating in 
the three-season Kawartha 
room, enclosed with 
Sunspace Sunroom 
windows. TOP RIGHT: 
The laundry room has 
an adjoining powder 
room and shower. LEFT: 
Sliding doors in the master 
bedroom open to a private 
deck overlooking the lake. 
RIGHT: Painted wainscotting 
lends rural ambience to the en 
suite bathroom.

With plenty of room for family and guests, 
Nikki and Bill have welcomed visitors. They 
had 14 people stay overnight on one occasion. 
During the Thanksgiving Day weekend, 
they hosted 30 people for dessert and music 
after dinner. 

The couple’s favourite activity is kayaking, 
says Nikki. “We have a power boat and will 
take the kids water skiing, but we really love 
to take our kayaks, sometimes our canoe as 
well, out first thing in the morning and see 
the lake.” They enjoy swimming and a sauna 
that Bill built for Nikki at their old cottage 
and moved on a flatbed truck to their new 
summer home. “We’re definitely outdoor 
people,” she says.

They enjoy one of Ontario’s most beautiful 
spots for outdoor activities and adventure. 

Their Anstruther Lake cottage is at the 
centre of Kawartha Highlands Provincial 
Park, a rugged landscape of forested hills, 
rocky barrens, little lakes and wetlands 
along the lower belly of the Canadian Shield. 
As a wilderness park, the only camping it 
offers is along backcountry canoe routes on 
uninhabited lakes accessed by portage. “It’s 

a very clean lake,” Bill says. “It’s north of the 
Trent system and it’s self contained so there 
are no boats coming by or house boats or 
anything like that. The only people that are 
really on the lake are the cottagers.”

Summers have always been a good family 
time at the lake, says Bill. With their new 
cottage, they look forward to many more.  OH
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