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TOP: In the great room, recliners can swivel to take in the view of the 
lake. ABOVE: Purchased during a European vacation, a custom-made 
chandelier from Venice illuminates the front foyer.

With the help of RWH Construction, Jeff and Nancy did just that. 
After nine months of construction, they moved from Whitby into their 
spacious, new, five-bedroom house last summer. “We love the lake. It’s 
beautiful here,” says Jeff, a former nuclear power plant shift manager 
and now a semi-retired adviser to Ontario Power Generation. The 
couple are so pleased with their new habitat, they often pause to remind 
themselves it’s all real. “We pinch ourselves every day,” says Nancy.

AAsked how he helped his wife Nancy 
design their new home, Jeff smiles wryly. 
“I agreed to everything she suggested,” 
he laughs. Nancy had long had a vision for 
a new waterfront home on Lake Simcoe. 
While visiting friends near Beaverton 18 
years ago, on a cool, rainy day in July, they 
impulsively decided to go shopping for 
cottages. “I ended up buying a cottage,” 
she says. “It was a cute little cottage but it 
was always the dream to tear it down and 
build our permanent home.”

The fireplace mantel in Jeff 
and Nancy’s Lake Simcoe 
home was salvaged from the 
1918 cottage that originally 
stood on the property.

Continued on page 22
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Continued on page 24

Knives, forks and assorted cutlery dangle from the living 
room chandelier supplied by Living Lighting. Floors are 
sheathed in hand-scraped hickory. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: 
Just off the kitchen, the laundry and mudroom hold a 
shower stall for the couple’s two dogs. TOP RIGHT: Topped 
with Cambria quartz, the kitchen island offers plenty of 
prep space as well as ample seating for informal meals. 
BOTTOM: Jeff and Nancy relax in the kitchen with Alby, 
their three-year-old brown Labradoodle.

They chose RWH as their builder 
because they wanted a local company that 
offered a turnkey approach. “They managed 
everything,” says Nancy. “We liked the fact 
that they were a smaller, family company and 
were locally based,” she says. Touring RWH-
built homes was icing on the cake. “They 
were definitely of high quality and absolutely 
beautiful. We were very excited to find them.”

Using the lot plan, Nancy positioned and 
designed the main floor of the new home. She 
was careful to preserve some large maple trees 
and to take advantage of sunlight and the great 
view. “We can see directly out to the lake and 
the water,” Nancy says. “We see the sunset all 
year-round, It is a beautiful view.”

Three tiers of custom-made Jeld-Wen 
windows in the great room look out onto Lake 
Simcoe where Georgina Island and Duclos 
Point sit on the horizon. Black leather sofas 
gather around a stacked stone fireplace crafted 
by mason Mark Isherwood. Soaring pine 
timbers intersect the white, poplar-sheathed, 
cathedral ceiling. La-Z-Boy arm chairs swivel 
to face conversation around the fire or to 
take in the view through a pair of glass doors 
that fold open to the deck outside. Floors 
throughout the home are covered in wide 
plank, hand-scraped hickory, an engineered 
hardwood that allows in-floor radiant heat to 
warm the family room, gym, office and four 
bedrooms on the ground floor.
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“The kitchen is spectacular,” says Nancy, 
a food industry professional who worked 
on private label product development and 
marketing for national grocery chains before 
heading up fundraising for Second Harvest, a 
non-profit Toronto organization that rescues 
food that would otherwise go to waste. “For 
me, it was all about the kitchen,” Nancy says.

Her cooking space centres on a large 
Cambria quartz-topped island with a dining 
bar, double prep sinks and refrigerated 
drawers. Cabinetry reaches the ceiling where 
illuminated, glass-fronted cupboards display 
Nancy’s collection of colourful treasures. 
Stainless steel appliances, including a large 
wine fridge, all from Tasco Appliances, equip 
the kitchen. A chandelier of dangling cutlery, 
from Living Lighting, illuminates the adjoining 

TOP LEFT: Next to 
the ground floor wet 
bar, a sliding door 
made of barn board 
opens to Jeff’s gym.
ABOVE: Quilts, 
blankets and an 
assortment of 
colourful roosters 
adorn the ground-
level family room.
LEFT: Weathered 
barn board walls lend 
rustic warmth to the 
downstairs family room.

dining space. Windows and sliding glass 
doors on three walls surround the dinner table 
with natural light and lake views.

On the east side of the home, a mudroom 
holds a laundry and a shower stall for the 
couple’s two Labradoodles Lilly and Alby. 
Cubbies line the mudroom walls with 
ample storage for coats, boots and outdoor 
accessories. Extra shelving, hickory flooring 
and the Kawartha Closets ’N Shelves 
Inc. walk-in closet in the master bedroom are 
features where the owners refused to scrimp. 
“We want it to be the way we want it,” says 
Jeff. “We’re going to live here 30 years and we 
don’t want to look back and say, ‘Boy we could 
have, should have, would have,’ ” he says. 

A double-sided fireplace glows on one 
wall of the master bedroom. Sliding glass 
doors open to the exterior deck and The Spa 
Shoppe hot tub. “We’re in there every night 
or every other night and it’s just wonderful,” 
says Jeff. A large walk-in closet leads to the 
en suite where hexagonal porcelain tiles 
sheath the floor and quartz tops the bathroom 
counters. Lindsay Glass & Window Ltd. 
furnished doors for the glass-walled shower. 
McNamee Plumbing and Heating 
installed water works while Colin Coppins 
Electric wired the home and Taylormade 
Heating & Air Conditioning provided 
climate control.

RIGHT: Generations of family photos include shots 
of Nancy and Jeff’s fathers who both served in the 
Royal Canadian Air Force. They line the stairwell that 
ascends to a loft over the garage. BELOW: Black-
and-white basketweave tiles cover this bathroom 
floor. BOTTOM RIGHT: Rimmed with tempered 
glass panels, the lakeside deck of the home holds a 
hot tub, barbecue and a large seating area with an 
expansive view of Lake Simcoe.

Continued on page 26
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Downstairs, the ground floor bedrooms, 
an office and gym flank the large family 
room where barn board covers two walls, 
lending the space a cottage look. Snowshoes 
and Nancy’s father’s fishing gear – a dip net, 
creel and gaff – decorate one wall. Colourful 
ceramic roosters perch in cosy spots around 
the room. On the main floor, a stairway 
ascends to an unfinished loft with future 
space for family and guests. “My husband has 
four adult children and we’re anticipating 
we may have grandchildren one day. So 
we’re going to wait and finish that at a later 
date,” says Nancy.

Outside, Young’s Construction and 
Landscaping restored the waterfront with 
armour stone stairs and patios. Glass railings 
rim the upper patio, atop a sturdy lakeside 
storage shed. Armour stone borders the flower 
garden. Nancy says she thoroughly enjoyed 
making her ideas and home plans come to 
life. “I loved the process of working with 
RWH and making selections for finish and 
layout. I monitored the budget. I thought it 
was great fun.” Continued on page 28

LEFT: Vivid hues and bold stripes make this 
downstairs bedroom an inviting slumber spot.
BELOW: A quilt of pastel patterns creates a relaxed 
ambience in this bedroom. BOTTOM LEFT: Muskoka 
chairs circle a fire pit on the lakeside patio, built by 
Young’s Construction and Landscaping.

lamont lifestyle interiorslamont lifestyle interiors

Sam Lamont
647-881-7009

lamontlifestyle@gmail.com

........because home is where the heart is.

Please see business profile on page 59

You Could Hear The Gasps As They Came Into The Room.... Our recently renovated 
living room was abuzz 
with chatter as our guests 
oohed and aahed over the 
changes we had made.

The highlight of the room is the 

coral white strip fireplace wall from 

Focus Flooring. After visiting a few 

of the traditional tile stores we were 

getting a little discouraged. 

Expressing our frustration to a 

friend she suggested we try visiting 

the showroom at Focus Flooring. 

We were blown away. They have 

the most amazing selection and 

exclusive lines of tile from all over 

the world. GLASS, PORCELAIN, 

CERAMIC and every kind of stone 

you can imagine. If you too want 

to see what’s new and cool for 

your home you need to get into the 

Focus Flooring showroom today!

774 Rye Street, Unit 6, Peterborough 
705.876.0795
dbelsey@focusflooringcentre.com
focusflooringcentre.com
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RWH designer Rheanon Antoniak, 
who helps clients choose interior finishes, 
fixtures, trim and hardware, says the project 
went smoothly. “This was a pretty easy job 
for me because Nancy knew exactly what she 
wanted,” he says. “She knew every detail. I 
basically helped her pull it together.” RWH 
is a one-stop shop that works with clients 
to produce original home designs and then 
completes the entire building project in-house. 
“We can do everything under one roof. We 
handle all the trades,” Antoniak says.

Nancy and Jeff look forward to getting to 
know more people in the community. They 
enjoy golfing and joined the local golf club. 
Nancy plans to learn how to curl. Although 
they enjoyed designing and building their new 
home, they don’t plan an encore. 

“We never want to move again and we have 
no desire to leave this place, it’s gorgeous,” 
says Nancy.  OH

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
• Colin Coppins Electric • Centura Tile 

• Kawartha Blinds • Kawartha Closets ’N 

Shelves Inc. • Lindsay Glass & Window Ltd. 

• Mark Isherwood • McNamee Plumbing and 

Heating • RWH Construction • Taylormade 

Heating & Air Conditioning • The Spa 

Shoppe • Whitby Tile Centre Ltd. • Young’s 

Construction and Landscaping

ABOVE: Lilly, the couple’s 
five-year-old Labradoodle, 
rests by the double-sided 
fireplace in the master 
bedroom. TOP RIGHT: A 
walk-through closet leads 
to the en suite. RIGHT: 
A sliding patio door 
provides access from the 
master bedroom to the 
home’s front deck.

705.313.0357
26 King Street East Omemee ON

KITCHEN AND BATH DESIGN
CUSTOM CABINETRY

INSTALLATION

NEW SHOWROOM A NEW FLOORING PRODUCTS
AMAZING SELECTION OF AREA RUGS A HUNTER DOUGLAS WINDOW COVERINGS

Cobourg
884 Division St.
905.372.9117

 Mannington Adura

From hardwood to laminate, vinyl, ceramic, natural stone, carpet and 
window coverings we have a large selection that will help you create that 
traditional, contemporary or modern space that you have always wanted.

www.sinesflooring.ca

Brighton
23 George St.
613.475.2764

Toll Free: 800.354.3091
sinesflooring@bellnet.ca

E: info@logfurnitureandmore.ca • T: 800.557.0985 x 2
www.logfurnitureandmore.ca

Beds • Bunks • Dining Tables • Muskoka Chairs • Saunas 
Bedding • Lighting • Decor • Pool Tables • Hammocks

Shipped Directly to Your Home or Cottage.

Beautiful Cedar Log Bunks
Perfect for Your Cottage

JOANNE SHEARER
Sales Representative

191 Hunter St. W. Peterborough, ON
joanneshearer.com | jshearer@ballrealestate.ca
Office: 705.775.2255 Direct: 705.930.1750
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