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“OH NO, WE MADE IT TOO SMALL!” 
THAT WAS SHEILA AND JAMIE 
HETHERINGTON’S REACTION 
WHEN THEY FIRST SAW THE HOLE 
THE BUILDER EXCAVATED FOR 
THEIR NEW LAKEFRONT HOME. 
“WE HAD ALL SORTS OF WORRIES,” 
SHEILA RECALLS WITH A CHUCKLE. 
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In planning their retirement nest, Sheila and Jamie opted for a smaller 
home that would be easy to clean and maintain, that did not break the 
piggy bank when it came to taxes and heating costs, and one that would 
be easily accessible as they grew older. They were looking at building 
something that was just barely half the size of their 2,700 sq. ft. home in 
Markham. “We started looking at books and lots and lots of different 
plans. We had all kinds of ideas,” says Sheila. They decided to build on 
Cameron Lake in Fenelon Falls on a property that has been in Jamie’s 
family for nearly 100 years. “I have spent every summer of my life coming 
up here,” Jamie says. “My great-grandfather bought the land in 1920 and 
my grandfather and great uncle used to come and pitch a tent and fish.” 
He points to a small building near the shore. “My grandfather built that 
cottage in 1935.”

The original cottage is 
stil l on the property 
and is in good shape.

A 17-foot ceiling in Sheila and Jamie 
Hetherington’s great room allows 
large windows with a spectacular 
view of Cameron Lake. RIGHT: A 
welcoming porch defines the upland 
side of the home.
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They approached Fenelon Falls’ RWH 
Construction with their ideas, worked with 
RWH co-owner and designer Ryan Hayter 
and with architectural technologist Michael 
Burke to draw up plans. Construction began 
in the summer of 2017. “We thought it wise 
to go with a local builder and they have their 
design centre in town. That was very handy, 
because I was still working at the time,” says 
Sheila. With samples of everything at the 
design centre, design manager Rheanon 
Antoniak provided samples for the couple 
to take back to the house and see how light 
affected colours at different times of day. 

Jamie had already retired as a meat 
manager at Markham’s Garden Basket. He 
moved into the old cottage for the summer and 
was on site for most of the construction. “It 
was pretty neat to watch it grow every day. I 
enjoyed collaborating with Jason Toms and 

space. For Jamie, la pièce de résistance is a 
large, Friendly Fires wood burning fireplace. 
Clad in cultured stone, it spans to the ceiling. 
The mantel is a very special touch, built from 
one of the white pines that had to be removed 
from the property. 

Pottery, collected by Sheila’s father, 
needlepoint and a quilt made by her mother, 
and collections of art are among the treasures 
displayed in the home. “They really appreciate 
still having these things in the family and 
because all of the colours we chose were sort 
of earth tones and natural colours, everything 
just worked out perfectly,” says Sheila, as 
she also points to pictures of Jamie’s great-
grandfather, his grandfather and the locks 
in Fenelon Falls. “There is a connection to 
all of these things. We were fortunate to not 
have to go to an antique store to pick these 
items up,” she says 

Josh Scott, the building leads, and Kent 
Barrett did a beautiful job on the wood 
finishing,” he says. 

In May 2018, construction was complete 
and they took occupancy August 1, 2018. Sheila 
retired as a principal from the York Region 
District School Board later that year. 

The two-bedroom, 1,470 square foot 
bungalow with a walkout basement feels 
anything but small. “It is a very efficient layout 
and we love it,” says Sheila, adding they were 
able to get all of their must-haves for the 
home, making sure everything they needed 
was on one floor. Lakeside, floor to ceiling, 
custom windows provide the light, sunsets 
and lake views the Hetheringtons wanted. 
At the centre of the home, a great room with 
a 17-foot-high vaulted pine ceiling give them 
a little bit of the log-cabin feel they desired. 
Oil-finished engineered oak floors enrich the 

In the kitchen, cream Cambria quartz countertops keep the space 
light and bright. An island does double duty as a favourite perch or a 
prep space. “The fact that you can make your food at the island here 
and still be part of the whole conversation is great. It is a very social 
space,” says Jamie.

Cal la lilies add a 
splash of pink.

The vaulted pine ceiling in the great room 
lends the home a cottage ambiance.

A bright kitchen with quartz countertops and 
white cabinetry occupies one corner of the open 
concept living space. BELOW: Dinner is always 
served with a view of the lake. 
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Pocket doors at either end of the main bathroom permit access 
from the guest room or from the main entrance. “You just have to 
lock that door, and our guest has their own private en suite at night 
time,” says Sheila. One of their indulgences was being able to tile the 
walls in the home’s two bathrooms rather than just the floor. “John 
Morrison with RWH did an amazing job in lining up the tile patterns.” 
A laundry room doubles as a mudroom, accessible from the roadside 
main entrance. When the old nearby railway track was removed, 
they salvaged some of the iron spikes and cleverly repurposed them 
as coat hooks.  

Rather than air conditioning, they decided to install ceiling fans. 
“If it is a dead quiet night, we like hearing the loons. We are so close to 
the water we can hear the waves lapping,” says Jamie. The downstairs 
is unfinished. The bathroom is roughed in, and they will eventually 
add an office, a family room and two bedrooms for their daughters 
and sons-in-law. 

LEFT: Tiles cover 
the shower walls 
as well as the floor. 
BELOW: Plenty of 
windows bathe the 
master bedroom 
with natural light 
and provide a great 
view of the lake.Continued on page 42

WWW.kbprefab.com Custom or Prefab Garages & Cottages ~ and more!

WWW.kbg-ltd.com

NOW AVAILABLE Customizable
PreFab Cottage Kits 705-742-3480

Includes: Excavate & backfill, frost wall & footings, big “O” drainage stone, beams & post, floor joists & sub floor, 
2’x6’ exterior walls, 2’x4’ interior walls, truss roof system, membrane & 40 year shingles, aluminum soffit, fascia & 
trough, insulation walls & attic, drywall, heating (propane HWT) also includes electrical, plumbing, kitchen, flooring, 
bathroom & vinyl window & door allowances.

The White Pine 988 sq ft from $213,000
Financing

Available
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Outside, they chose pre-treated wood 
siding and stonework around the foundation. 
White trusses at the main entrance add to the 
log home look. Rob Fraser with Fraser’s 
Landscaping used the stone that was 
excavated from the property to build a bit of a 
retaining wall. “He did a great job,” says Jamie. 
Family and friends helped the Hetheringtons 
lay the sod, and at the request of her mother, 
they planted a Japanese maple. 

SOURCE GUIDE
• Amvic Building System • Evan McNamee Plumbing • Fraser’s Landscaping • Friendly 

Fires • Kennedy Appliances & Electronics • Post Form Products Ltd. • RWH Construction  

• Shepherd Environmental Services • Taj Mahal • Taylormade Heating & Air Conditioning 

• The Station Gallery of Fenelon Falls

Because the old cottage was only a summer 
place, Jamie and Sheila are, for the first time, 
now enjoying everything the seasons and 
nature have to offer. Their retirement nest 
complete, they feel privileged to be able to 
carry on their family history. “It is recognition 
that we are a result of our families. We have 
always had a lot of support from our families 
and we would not be able to do this if it was 
not for both of our families,” says Jamie. OH

Muskoka chairs 
offer a tranquil 
lakeside perch.

A deck spans the breadth of the home. 
Stone shields the exterior of the 
ground floor walkout.

Your Prime Source for Home 
Décor, Art, Furniture & Gifts

705.738.9090 
info@myfav-things.ca

10 King St. East, Bobcaygeon
Just East Of King & Bolton Streets

My Favourite Things

Experience Summer!
Beautiful and creative seasonal home
decor, gifts, and amazing art pieces!

Summer Hours - Open 7 days
Monday-Saturday 10am – 5pm; Sunday 11am – 4pm; Holidays 11-4pm.
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