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A New

THIS PAGE: Hand-hewn timbers frame the porch 
and main entrance of Dale and Joe Hircock’s new 
home on Cameron Lake. OPPOSITE: In the great 
room, stone veneer encases the gas fireplace with its 
Douglas fir mantel and flat screen TV.

For the past 18 years, Joe and Dale 
Hircock have spent weekends and 
vacations at their little slice of heaven 
– a cottage on the western shore of 
Cameron Lake. 

IIt only made sense, when the couple looked 
ahead to retirement, that the cottage, 
Millart – named in remembrance of Dale’s 
parents, Millie and Art – would become 
their forever home. 

Although their cottage was a functional 
vacation spot, Joe and Dale knew it wouldn’t 
serve going forward. When early attempts at 
updating the original 1949 building to better 
suit a 21st century lifestyle fell short, the 
bittersweet decision to tear down and rebuild 
was made. Long-time family friend, Dean 
Kleon, owner of Construct & Conserve 
Building Inc., was asked to help make their 
dream home happen. A logical and perfect 
choice, Dean had spent many weekends 
enjoying the property as a teenager. “We’ve 
known Dean for many years,” Joe says. “We 
felt very comfortable having him and his 
team build our house. Dean knows what’s 
important to us, and how we plan to use the 
home.” Construction of the 3,400 sq. ft., three-
bedroom house began in May 2016 and was 
completed six months later. 

Tucked away in a quiet cove, along a 
picturesque cottage road, the home is a 
Craftsman style, storey-and-a-half, bungaloft. 
An impressive timber-frame gable protects the 
25-by-10-foot front porch and any would-be 
sunset watchers. “One of my favourite features 
is the front porch,” says Dean. “We cut the 
timber by hand and chiselled it in our shop, 
then brought it here.” 
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Inside, the open-concept living space 
has a 20-foot cathedral ceiling in the great 
room, timber post-and-beam accents with 
engineered, hand-scraped, wire-brushed 
oak hardwood covering the floor. A 
monochromatic earth-tone palette, created 
by Harvey Follis Painting, plus an expansive 
great room window wall by Dashwood 
Industries offers an outdoor feeling and 
inclusion in the lake’s landscape. “We really 
enjoy the open concept and the great room 
with its wonderful view of the lake,” Joe says. 
“The scene changes throughout the day and 
with each season.”

Traditionalists at heart, it was important 
to Joe and Dale that they incorporate elements 
and artefacts from their original cottage into 
the new space. “The building might be new,” 
Joe says, “but the contents are a collection of 
items from our past and our parents’ past.” 
He points to a painting of the original cottage, 
a Christmas gift commissioned by their son 
and daughter-in-law, that greets all who 
enter the house.

To most families, the kitchen is the heart of 
the home. Thanks to Raywal Kitchens, family 
bonding is made easier for Joe and Dale. White 
cabinetry, under-cabinet lighting, stainless-
steel appliances from Bert’s Appliances, 
granite countertops by Royal Quartz and 
Stone Inc. and an island, offer a warm and 
welcoming space for cooking and entertaining. 
“Family and friends are very important to 
us and we originally purchased the cottage 
and property as a place where family could 
come and relax, spend time together and stay 
connected,” Joe says. “We wanted to build a 
place that was large enough to have people 
here and to create lots of new memories in the 
years to come.”

A custom-built dining table was made by 
one of Joe’s colleagues. “He got 100-year-old 
pine from his sister’s property in Kinmount 
and built this table for us.” Poised at either 
end of the table are two press back chairs. 
“They belonged to my grandparents,” Dale 
says. The chairs came from England and Dale 
refinished them during their first summer at 
the new cottage. Continued on page 26

LEFT: Douglas fir posts and beams lend woodsy ambience to the 
open-concept, main-floor living space. ABOVE: Builder and family 
friend Dean Kleon (left) of Construct Conserve Building Inc. with 
homeowners Dale and Joe Hircock. BELOW: A wall of high windows 
in the great room provides a spectacular view of Cameron Lake. 

ABOVE: Engineered oak sheath floors on the home’s 
main level where Edison bulbs provide light in the 
kitchen. RIGHT: Two press back chairs that belonged 
to Dale’s grandparents complement the pine harvest 
table made by a colleague.
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An open staircase, provided by Barrie Trim 
and Mouldings, with wrought-iron balusters 
and a Douglas fir handrail, leads to an office 
loft that overlooks the great room. Set up 
beneath a sloped ceiling, the mid-century 
desk, reclaimed from Dale’s father’s business, 
is another example of the family’s efforts to 
bring the old into their new space. “We didn’t 
think we could get it out of our old place, but 
Joe made it happen,” Dale says.

Back on the main floor, french doors lead 
out to a 20-by-50-foot lakeside deck, where 
the natural flow of the home is stretched 
outdoors. “I love the deck,” Dean says. “It’s 
all Douglas fir posts and beams. Underneath 
it has a Douglas fir ceiling liner making it 
waterproof. You can sit underneath and not 
worry about getting wet. It has Duradek 
on the top, glass railings and the identical 
staircase that is in the house.” 

Downstairs, the lower level has two 
bedrooms, a washroom, a games room, storage 
and a walkout to the lake. Backed by a stone 
wall, built in part from stone reclaimed from 
the original cottage and a barn-beam mantel 
salvaged from the area, the games room will 
eventually boast a bar supported by whisky 
barrels and topped with a live-edge wood 
plank. Stereo and television wires are hidden 
away in a narrow entertainment utility room. 

Continued on page 28

TOP LEFT: At dusk, an inviting glow shines from the 
new lakefront home. ABOVE: Montreal Canadiens 
hockey sweaters, autographed by Jean Béliveau and 
Patrick Roy, are framed above the shuffle board in 
the ground floor games room. LEFT: An open-tread 
staircase of Douglas fir ascends to the office loft 
above the great room.
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“It was a life goal of ours, even before we 
were married, to design and build our own 
home,” Joe says. “We thoroughly enjoyed 
having a hand in every aspect of the building 
process – from the design, to selection of 
materials for things like cabinetry, flooring, 
fixtures, paint, and even to where electrical 
outlets should be for our sound systems. Now 
that we have built our dream home, it’s our 
hope that Millart will be in the family for 
many years.”  OH

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE

• Beetham Electric • Bert’s Appliances • 

Construct & Conserve Building Inc. • G. 

Hart & Sons Well Drilling Ltd. • Jonathan 

Hewlitt Contracting • Lasky Contracting 

• Raymar Building Contractors Ltd. • 

Scugog Equipment Rentals • Simcoe 

Block • Tileworx Custom Tile Installations 

• Trans Canada Wood Products Ltd.

FAR LEFT: Porcelain 
tiles, punctuated with 
a vertical strip of glass 
tiles, line the walls of the 
glassed shower in the en 
suite bathroom. ABOVE: 
Lake and land creatures 
inspire the décor and 
colours of this ground 
floor guest room. LEFT: 
Light from a lakeside 
dormer and double 
deck doors infuses the 
large master bedroom 
with natural light.
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