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Joyce and Pat will never forget the 
morning of May 18, 2017. At 7:20 a.m., 
Joyce answered the telephone.

At the other end was an official with the Princess 
Margaret Cancer Centre Home Lottery calling to let 
her know she had won the lottery’s Early Bird prize, a 
lakefront cottage in the Kawarthas. 

Pat was in the shower. She recalls yelling “PAT, PAT!” 
He came running out and she said, “We won! We won!”

Long-time lottery supporters, the couple lives in 
the Niagara Region. Joyce operates a legal management 
business from home and Pat, who is retired, assists. 
While Joyce is retirement age, she is not ready to give up 
working. “I love my job,” she says. “I always said I would 
retire part-time before I went full-time.” She now takes 
Fridays and Mondays off so they can enjoy more time 
at the lake. “That is my part-time situation,” Joyce says. 
“We are thoroughly enjoying it at the lake house. We are 
going to keep this as a family cottage.” They have two 
daughters and four grandchildren. Continued on page 42

A grey-washed ceiling with soft blue walls 
and accents lend a coastal look to this new 
cottage by Linwood Custom Homes on 
Buckhorn Lake. TOP RIGHT: Cedar shingles 
sheath the cottage gables and dormers. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Pat and Joyce hold  
granddaughters Ellia and Lily. Ellia is now 22 
months old. Lily was just two weeks young 
when this photo was taken.
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dining area offers plenty of room for company. A nearby door provides 
handy access to the barbecue and an outdoor dining area on a large, glass 
enclosed cedar deck. Also outside is a hot tub. 

La pièce de résistance is the grand living room. Slipcovers wrap 
an oversize pull-out sofa and armchairs to give the room its relaxed 
ambience. An oversize ottoman functions as a table or a place to rest 
tired feet. A cultured stone, propane fireplace by Friendly Fires 

finishes the space. A picture of two Muskoka chairs on a dock sits 
on the mantel. “It was the missing piece to pull it all together,” says 
Angela Jones, owner and principal designer of Lakeshore Designs. 
The Lakefield company has been working with the Princess Margaret 
Lottery and Linwood Homes for the last five years. “It’s great to work 
with people who support the cause and care from the bottom of their 
hearts,” Angela says. “It is very rewarding.” 

Awarded fully furnished, professionally decorated and naturally 
landscaped, the 2,378 sq. ft., four-season Linwood Custom Home, 
built by Brad McFarlane Construction Inc., is on Buckhorn Lake. 
“The Linwood post-and-beam home and cottage package offers a lot 
of pre-cut manufacturing components, which helps excel the speed 
of construction,” says Linwood’s Craig McFarlane, vice-president 
of retail sales. For the past 10 years, Craig has been designing and 
delivering prize cottages for the Princess Margaret lottery. 

The home sits on an acre with the dock just a short walk away. Joyce 
and Pat have built a fire pit area and they plan to build a shed to store 
their water toys. Pat, an avid gardener, looks forward to adding to the 
natural landscaping. 

“They have done an absolutely fantastic job on this house, the 
quality is there,” says Pat. “We love it and I wouldn’t change a thing, it is 
exactly my taste,” Joyce adds. An open floor plan and chic coastal-style 
décor make the home bright and breezy. From the roomy, main-level, 
front entrance, an arched window wall draws the eyes outside to 
panoramic views of Buckhorn Lake. A 23-foot vaulted ceiling above 
the kitchen, dining area and living room owes its grandeur to multiple 
wooden beams and tongue-and-groove pine finish. 

An icy blue, mermaid-scale, glass tile backsplash and a farm sink add 
elegance to a large L-shaped kitchen. White, raised panel, maple cabinets 
are finished with crystal-look pulls and topped with quartz counters. A 
prep island, with deep blue cabinets, provides additional storage, seating 
and work space. With a long table and eight wicker chairs, the adjacent 

ABOVE: Wicker chairs 
and cushioned bar stools 
provide ample seating 
for dining or informal 
meals. LEFT: A distressed 
finish gives this hall 
cabinet rustic appeal. 
RIGHT: Linwood Custom 
Homes vice-president 
Craig McFarlane and son 
Brad McFarlane ensure 
cottage winners Pat and 
Joyce know all about the 
home and its features. 
OPPOSITE, TOP: Glass 
railings on the cottage 
deck shield outdoor 
diners from the onshore 
breeze. BOTTOM: A 
loft overlooks the great 
room with its laminated 
wooden beams and stone 
fireplace.

Continued on page 44
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With lots of room to entertain, play and 
sleep, Joyce and Pat are looking forward 
to making lots of memories at the cottage. 
They are also excited about the Christmas 
season. As well as hosting Christmas at 
the cottage, their home will be included 
in Lakefield’s Christmas in the Village 
and Holiday House Tour. Angela will 
be decorating their home for the festive 
season. The event raises funds to support 
local charities including Community Care 
Lakefield and Lakefield Youth Unlimited. 

“The important thing about all of 
this is not that we won, it is that we are 
supporting cancer research,” says Pat, 
a cancer survivor. “The cancer cause is 
something very near and dear to our hearts. 
It affects us like so many people. Joyce’s 
dad died from cancer and we have many 
friends who are or who have been affected 
by cancer. That is why we buy tickets. We 
will continue to do so.”

A unique feature of the home, say Craig and Angela, is the addition 
of a three-season room by Sunspace Sunrooms off the master 
bedroom. Offering views of the lake, the sunroom is also accessible to 
the sundeck and hot tub outside (The Hot Tub People Inc.). Also on 
the main floor are a den, a main bathroom, and a laundry room with a 
two-piece bathroom. 

Upstairs is a loft with two bedrooms – one fondly called the 
grandchildren’s bedroom – a bathroom and a large, open TV and games 
area. “We had 19 people here and we can sleep 17 plus two playpens,” 
says Joyce. They celebrated winning the home with a birthday party for 
their grandson who turned seven on June 15th this year. 

Continued on page 46

ABOVE: High wainscoting 
gives the main entry hall a 
welcoming, old-fashioned 
ambience. TOP RIGHT: 
The master bedroom has a 
sliding door that opens to 
the Kawartha room. RIGHT: 
The three-season Kawartha 
room offers great views of the 
woods and lake. OPPOSITE, 
TOP: Plenty of hardwood 
trees were left standing 
between the cottage and 
the shore. BOTTOM: The 
family’s pontoon boat awaits 
would-be mariners at the 
cottage dock.
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Since 1996, the lotteries have raised 
over $341 million for the Princess Margaret 
Cancer Centre. Christine Laskey, chief brand 
officer with the Princess Margaret Cancer 
Foundation, says most people who buy 
tickets actually have a connection to Princess 
Margaret and/or the cancer cause. “We would 
not be one of the top five cancer research 
centres in the world without the wonderful 
support of our community and the success of 
the lottery program,” she says. The deadline for 
this fall’s Early Bird ticket sales is midnight, 
Nov. 10. The odds of winning are one in 25.  OH

SOURCE GUIDE
• Brad McFarlane Construction Inc. 

• Canadian Tire Corporation • Darling 

Insurance • Deer Bay Overhead 

Doors Ltd. • Drain Bros. Excavating 

Limited • E. Carter Concrete (1994) 

Inc. • Friendly Fires • Kawartha 

Stair & Rail Ltd. • Kelly’s Propane 

• Lakeshore Designs • Latitude 

Countertops • Linwood Custom 

Homes •  Medal l ion Cabinetry 

• Norris Heating & Air Conditioning 

• North Roofing • Ontario Carpet 

Supermarket • Plumbing by Doug 

Inc. • Pura Vida Electrical • Rob 

Martin • Sunspace Sunrooms • The 

Clearing House • The Hot Tub People 

• Thermo Seal • Treeworks • Wm. 

Burgess & Son Well Drilling • Young’s 

Point Marina

One of two second-floor 
bedrooms is accessed from 
the games room in the loft.
ABOVE: A great place 
for colouring or piecing 
together puzzles on a rainy 
day at the cottage.
TOP RIGHT: This corner 
in the loft welcomes the 
family’s chess players.
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