
TThere’s much about 
the most modern-
looking home in one of 
Collingwood’s newest 
neighbourhoods that isn’t 
what it seems. In the best 
of ways. On the face of it, 
the home is flat-roofed, 
linear and a significant 
departure from its more 
traditional neighbours.

On the inside, however, where one might 
anticipate a stark space, the home’s roof 
has literally been inverted. Rather than 
a cathedral peak, architectural designer 
and co-owner Elliott Rovan and builder 
Lyall Ralph of Lavender Hill Homes 
have topped the main living space of the 
structure with a butterfly roof, where its 
two roof surfaces slope together to form 
a valley. “The butterfly brings the lowest 
point of the ceiling into the middle of the 
building, and lets the space slope upward 
from within,” says Lyall, like the wings 
of an alighted butterfly. This unexpected 
intimacy of the interior space feels 
protected and secure, while its wings open 
outward in sun salutation.

BUTTERFLY EFFECT
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A combination of cedar, brick, metal and plaster with a slight lavender tint clads the exterior of this 
modern home. The side entry garage provides a courtyard-like front yard where even glass doors in the 
dining area have a sense of privacy. ABOVE: The foyer is kept simple with dark marble tiles and large 
closets. An abstract canvas in green tones by Jenn Wilkins gives a warm greeting. OPPOSITE: Rooflines at 
varying heights give interest to the home’s exterior. Clerestory windows set under the butterfly roof bring 
light into the main living area of the home.

Continued on page 128
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And yet, even the butterfly isn’t what 
it seems. To solve the problem of what 
happens when a relentless Collingwood 
snow load melts into the roof’s valley, Lyall’s 
father Kevin Ralph, founder of Lavender 
Hill Homes who has been building homes 
in Ontario since arriving in Canada in the 
mid-1970s, brought forward an idea used 
in his native country of New Zealand: a 
saddle. Having been a cowboy himself in 
his youth in the mountains of New Zealand, 
Kevin is comfortable in a saddle. On a 
butterfly roof, however, a saddle – or cricket 
– adds a secondary peak at the halfway 

point to direct water in either direction 
out of the valley.

Elliott ensured the dimensions of the 
roof and the structure would take maximum 
advantage of available light on the north-
facing home. He then designed lower, flat-roof 
systems over the garage and kitchen area and 
the bedroom section at the opposite side of 
the home that tuck under the wings of the 
butterfly, allowing high, clerestory windows 
to bring in light and ventilation. “We had a 
sense that this Collingwood neighbourhood 
was ready for the kind of modern designs we 
see quite a bit of in larger cities,” says Elliott. 

Continued on page 131

TOP LEFT: A leather chaise doubles as 
a comfortable reading nook in the living 
room. ABOVE: Kevin Ralph and son Lyall of 
Lavender Hill Homes with Kevin’s daughter 
Brita and granddaughter. LEFT: A hairpin 
table topped with a silver bird offers a place 
to rest a cup of tea in front of the linear gas 
fireplace. OPPOSITE, TOP: The ceiling rises 
from the mid rib with high windows drawing 
in the morning and late afternoon sun. The 
butterfly roof gives the room an open feel, 
yet intimate at the same time. BOTTOM: 
Although the dining room is at the front of 
the home with glass doors, it is kept private 
from the street by the adjacent side entry 
garage. A door connects conveniently to 
the garage, as well as to the entrance to the 
lower level.

The val ley of the butterf ly roof is 
centred above the f ireplace, with its 
wings spreading upward.
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Crisp white walls, low baseboards and drywall returns around windows 
are other contemporary design elements, while richly stained maple floors 
add warmth. Deb Gaddess of Staging by Deb added the final touches and 
décor elements for the partially furnished home. She sourced local art, stylish 
accessories and furniture to complement the mood of the home. She paired a 
rustic coffee table designed by local furniture maker Jess Wilkins of Naked 
Designs in the living room with a mid-century modern sofa to complete the 
contemporary and warm look. Artwork by Jenn Wilkins brightens the walls 
throughout, and succulent plant arrangements by Flowers by Ms. Design 
bring contemporary greenery to the home.

The white kitchen has a tiled backsplash 
in multi shades of grey. Maple hardwood, 
installed by Jeffrey Custom Hardwood 
Flooring, grounds the entire main floor.

A side table crafted by Naked Designs 
pairs tempered glass with a live-edge 
modular slab in a unique clash between 
modern and rustic design.

Continued on page 132
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The 2,010 sq. ft. bungalow also disguises 
a fully appointed lower level, insulated with 
concrete forms supplied by Fastform ICF 
(installed by Mike Sitar, who also handled 
the framing for the build) and clad with double 
drywall (TJ’s Drywall) on the fire-rated areas of 
the home. Chris Sadler installed insulation, and 
hardware was sourced at Collingwood Home 
Hardware Building Centre. The heated floors, 
nine-foot ceilings, rear walk-out and second 
entrance give the basement a level of comfort 
rivalling the main floor of many homes. Elliott 
designed the lower level with one bedroom and 
the potential for a second, plus a full bathroom, 
full kitchen (appliances from Macdonald’s 
BrandSource Home Furnishings), living 
room and large recreation and storage rooms. 
The lower level can be used for guests, a home 
business or offered as a separate living space with 
its own electrical service.

“We think this home is just about right 
for today’s world,” says Kevin. “It has custom 
finishes and detailing throughout, but it’s also 
practical and meant to be really lived in.” The 
near-million dollar value of the home reflects 
the quality of the build and the uniqueness 
and thought of the design, but the inclusion 

ABOVE: Floor-to-ceiling windows in the 
bedrooms mean the owners are less reliant on 
supplementary light sources. Heavy curtains 
in pastel tones block the sun during naptime. 
BELOW LEFT: The principal bedroom has an 

upholstered headboard with bedding in similar 
serene tones used in the rest of the home. A pair 
of lamps adds a touch of gold. BELOW RIGHT: 
The spare room gets a playful orange retro phone 
and fuzzy throw pillows.

Continued on page 134
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of the turnkey second living quarters makes the space 
practical for large families, weekenders who entertain a lot or 
those wanting an in-law suite or the potential to offset cost 
with rental income.

Kevin’s daughter Brita and her family have been enjoying 
living in the home. Relocating from Toronto, they moved to be 
closer to the outdoor activities they enjoy in the area – rock 
climbing, hiking, skiing – and to Kevin, a former Torontonian, 
who has lived in Lavender Hill outside Creemore for 12 years.  
“The light is so beautiful in this place,” says Brita. “It filters 
through the high windows at different times of day, yet it’s 
so private off the front and the back has a lovely deck and 
tall ash trees.” Continued on page 136

LEFT: On the lower level, a comfortable recreation space is 
separate from the second kitchen and bedrooms. BELOW: A 
floating mirror has integrated lighting. BOTTOM: The recreation 
space is stocked with family board games.
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Lyall, too, has stayed in the home when in Collingwood 
to finish the build, as well as to prospect for additional 
projects in the area. Lyall and Kevin are in the design 
stage for another challenging build on a nearby street, 
collaborating this time with Barrie-based home designer 
Luis Mendez of LM Building Design.

Lyall learned the building trade working with his father 
during summers growing up. He went on to attain an 
engineering degree at George Brown College and worked for 
several years with community developers in Toronto before 
returning to work with his father at Lavender Hill Homes. 
“There’s a lot of satisfaction building a custom home,” says 
Lyall. “I’ve been able to take what I learned about scheduling 
and managing, and community works – there is so much 
infrastructure that has to be intact underground before a 
build can even begin – and bring that back to work directly 
with clients on their personal homes.”  OH

LEFT: The lower level has its own rear walk-out, which, along with 
the insulated concrete foundation, makes for bright and comfortable 
living quarters. BOTTOM LEFT: A sun deck spans the rear of the 
home, with doors off the principal bedroom as well as the living 
room. BOTTOM RIGHT: Flowers by Ms. Design supplied a living 
succulent frame that brings greenery to the back deck.
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