
TO SAY HEATHER EIMERS
LOVES CHRISTMAS
WOULD BE A MASSIVE
UNDERSTATEMENT. 
HER WATERLOO HOME 
IS A CHRISTMAS HUB IN 
MORE WAYS THAN ONE. 

STORY ADRIENNE BROWN  |   PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

SShe decks the halls to the nines for her family, 
but also hosts a number of holiday events for 
friends and family, including a neighbourhood 
meet-and-greet with Santa himself. It’s 
Christmas cheer central. 

Heather and her husband Jake even ditch 
their kitchen table to accommodate a large 
Christmas tree in a prominent position. They 
remove the table and lift the pendant light 
above it so there’s lots of room for a stunning 
tree from Benjamin Tree Farm. In turn, 
Heather sets a pretty holiday table in the 
dining room instead. 

Making Spirits Bright

Continued on page 47

Right from their front stoop, it’s obvious the Eimers family 
really loves Christmas. Their festive décor welcomes guests 
before they even get inside. OPPOSITE, LEFT: This Christmas 
tree sits where the Eimers’ kitchen table is usually found. They 
forgo the eat-in table for a beautiful tree during the holidays. 
RIGHT: A Scandi-inspired elf greets visitors inside the door.
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Elsewhere, swaths of greenery, charming rustic signs and Christmas 
characters abound. It’s a holiday wonderland that still manages to be 
livable, which is important with four kids. 

The Eimers’ home, built by Cityview Homes, is located in the 
Vista Hills area of Waterloo. “It’s a good thing we got the big house,” 
they laugh, referring to finding out they were expecting their fourth 
child after they’d picked this 3,400 sq. ft. home, a significant upgrade 
from the 1,500 square feet they were living in before. Now the Eimers, 
plus their kids, ages 16, 11, 7 and 3, have plenty of space to spread out 
in – and to decorate for the holidays.

“If I could own a décor store, I would,” laughs 
Heather. Building this home from the 

ground up and selecting all their finishes 
themselves was a project both she and 

Jake could sink their teeth into. 

Smal l touches, like this 
monogram, help personalize 

the holiday decorations.

Heather and Jake 
Eimers go big for their 
kids (and themselves!) 
during the holidays.

Small details bring 
cheer into the kitchen, 
like wreaths on the 
cupboards and trees on 
the counter. From the 
island, the family can see 
the living room and the 
centrepiece tree, too.

Continued on page 49
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They turned to Sarmazian Brothers Flooring for all their 
flooring needs, including the carpeting upstairs. For their audio and 
video, they had Natural Sound hook them up. 

Brent Klassen was their go-to stonemason. He took care of all 
of the masonry work around their home and installed backsplashes, 
including the stone around their fireplace. The double-sided unit is 
beautiful inside, particularly during the holidays, and also adds cosiness 
to the back deck, which the Eimers designed themselves and Jake built 
with a friend this past summer. 

“We love that the main living space from the kitchen to the living 
room is completely wide open,” says Jake. They can see their kids 
playing or doing homework while they’re working in the kitchen, and 
it’s also great for conversation.

ABOVE: Woodland 
creatures add a touch of 
whimsy to the dining space. 
RIGHT: Heather uses pieces 
she already has – like this 
red wagon that’s always 
filled with kids’ books – to 
complete her décor. FAR 
RIGHT: Greenery leads right 
upstairs past the chevron 
wall art Heather and Jake 
created together. BELOW: 
Welcome to the North Pole! 

Heather complements her 
rustic décor style with lots of 
white, greenery and natural 
touches. The formal dining 
space is used more regularly 
during the holidays!

Continued on page 51
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“I want this to be a comfortable home for our kids,” says Heather, 
“not just a place for them to put their stuff.” The family photos that line 
the walls around the house are a testament to how close their family is 
and it really personalizes the space. Heather calls the memories in the 
photos “the most important thing in the house.”

She also loves to personalize décor and projects around her home, 
often undertaking a number of DIYs at once. She tends to lean towards 
rustic accessories, which means plenty of painted pieces she can 
easily do herself. 

“If I can make something over buying it, I’ll just make it,” says 
Heather, who learned from the best: she has decorations and pieces 
made by her mother, her father and her sister around her home, not to 
mention everything she’s made herself. 

Lanterns and pine cones 
are wintery decor, not 

specif ical ly tailored to 
Christmas, so they can easily 

stay out beyond December 25th. 

Boughs of greenery and some 
simple twinkle lights help highlight 
the mantel above the double-sided 
fireplace that can be enjoyed inside 
and out. RIGHT: Family photos line 
the walls at the Eimers’ house – 
they’re even more treasured than 
any holiday décor. 

Continued on page 52
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When it comes to shopping, she also 
prioritizes local stores and markets for the 
perfect finds. “I just prefer to buy locally rather 
than have something shipped from another 
country,” she says. “You can make or buy nice 
décor without breaking the bank.”

“And with four kids around the 
house, you don’t want anything too 
expensive,” laughs Jake.

Once Santa moves on, the home also 
has a wonderful backyard for summer 
entertaining. Moser Landscape Group 
has taken care of the landscaping and Terry 
Howald Pools installed a fantastic pool. 
The homeowners purchased some of their 
favourite outdoor furnishings from Meadow 
Acres Garden Centre.

No space goes undecorated, including the master bath! 
ABOVE LEFT: A white tree glows in the master bedroom. 
ABOVE RIGHT: Although the bedroom décor is more 
subtle than on the main floor, it maintains the same style 
and feel so the home is consistent. 

Continued on page 54

519.572.2100 
1871 Sawmill Rd, Conestogo 

Retail & Interior Styling

quality furnishings and all things vintage

519.669.1445
www.rmwexteriors.com • sales@rmwexteriors.com 

Quality You Can See

30 Years Experience With A Strong Reputation For High Quality Superior Craftsmanship
Siding • Windows • Doors • Soffit • Fascia • Eavestroughs • Architectural Mouldings & Trims

Columns • Railings • Shutters • Decking • Wood Siding Specialists
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“When we sit on our front porch in the 
summer, it literally sounds like you’re at a 
cottage with all the natural space around this 
neighbourhood – crickets, water and so on. 
We love it and we designed our home to have a 
cottagey type feel, too,” says Heather.

Regardless of the season, both Heather and 
Jake prioritize making their home a safe, fun, 
and loving space for their family. 

“It’s nice to be able to look around 
and know you’ve done things with love,” 
says Heather.  OH

The Eimers’ kids 
all have beautiful 
bedrooms that 
show Heather’s 
love for décor – and 
each child’s tastes 
and personality. 

Monday-Friday 10-6, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 12-5

519.208.4438
181 Park Street Waterloo, ON 
www.giftedwaterloo.com

Gifted Waterloo is your go-to store for unique, beautiful 
and practical gifts, home decor and paper goods in the 

Waterloo Region. We also proudly carry a number of 
locally handmade items. Stop in to see all the wonderful 

things we’ve filled our little shop with! 

GIFTS • HOME DECOR • PAPER GOODS & MORE

STRATFORD
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