
LEFT: This open great room is where the 
Marks family spends most of its time. The 
fireplace was a priority for Rich. BELOW: 
A modest front hall leads into the pretty 
open-concept home, with an office on 
the left and the dining room on the right 
(reflected in this mirror). BOTTOM: 
This mudroom can handle all the coats, 
shoes and sports gear the Marks boys 
can throw at it.

Good things come to those who wait. Rich and 
Taylor Marks know this to be true. They had their 
eye on an empty lot in Waterloo for years before 
they were able to scoop it up and call it their own. 
Continued on page 46  
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AAlthough the rest of the neighbourhood is 
well established, the original owners of this 
particular lot never built on it, so it was the 
only empty lot on the street. 

The Markses, who lived nearby and were 
looking to move within the area, thought it 
would be the perfect spot to build a home 
for their family of four. Taylor would drive by 
regularly with her eyes peeled for a “for sale” 
sign. When they finally knew the owner was 
willing to sell, they expressed their interest – 
but they weren’t the only ones who wanted it.

A lot of people have asked the pair how 
they managed to acquire the lot and what 
it comes down to is a mix of perseverance, 
friendliness and family. 

Once they had the overgrown lot to 
themselves, the Markses got to work quickly. 

They called on O’Malley Homes to help 
them turn the empty lot into the home they’d 
been imagining for years. Continued on page 49

Taylor leaned towards soft and natural hues and a variety of 
textures when she designed each space, including the dining 
room. OPPOSITE, TOP: Game time! When they were able 
to design their own home, Rich and Taylor prioritised family 
space and day-to-day functionality. BOTTOM LEFT: A pocket 
door closes off the pretty powder room. BOTTOM RIGHT: 
White slip-covered furniture adds a bit of casual beach house 
style to the home.
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“We do everything from the ground up,” says Jon O’Malley, whose 
father started O’Malley Homes in 1989. Now Jon and his brother Derek 
O’Malley continue to build homes through the family business. 

Rich and Taylor already knew the O’Malleys so it was a natural 
choice to ask them to build their home and everyone agrees the working 
relationship was fantastic. “You’re talking to your builders like they’re 
your buddies because they are,” says Rich. He and Taylor loved how 
upfront, direct and honest everyone at O’Malley Homes was. If they 

thought something wouldn’t work as well as the Markses hoped, they 
would tell them – and come up with a better solution for the home.

Craig Frede of C. Frede Design Inc. helped the Markses 
fine-tune the house plans they had selected and made it work for this 
particular lot. “We took full advantage of the lot and its size,” says Rich. 
They built a large garage, easily big enough for their cars and all their 
kids’ toys and sports equipment. It also has doors that walk through to 
the backyard and access to the basement. 

TOP LEFT: Rich and Taylor laugh about how many people admire their 
upstairs laundry room (but who can blame them?). LEFT: Small details 
like opting to have the range hood finished in the same white as the 
cabinets give this kitchen an understated beauty.

Continued on page 50

A big island works well for snack 
time, homework, gathering 
together or preparing meals. 
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The open-concept main floor of this 
craftsman-style home is beautifully 
understated with a large kitchen and 
comfortable great room for Rich, Taylor and 
their two boys, Boyd and Wyatt, to relax and 
spend time together. A dining room, home 
office space, powder room and mudroom 
complete the main floor, while bedrooms 
and laundry are located upstairs and the 
basement is a recreation area for the boys – 
for now, at least.

Taylor decorated the main floor primarily 
in a scheme of soft greys and whites, which 
evokes a feeling of being in the Hamptons, 
without being stuffy. In the great room, 
the fireplace was a priority for Rich. It 
completes the space and creates a focal point 
opposite the kitchen. 

For the exterior, the Markses selected a 
reclaimed brick they thought would fit with 
the neighbourhood. “We couldn’t find a stone 
that wouldn’t date itself,” says Rich, and they 
also didn’t want the home to stick out too 
much from its neighbours.

TOP: Boyd’s room is everything a little boy’s room should be: bold and sweet with lots of pattern. 
LEFT: This back deck is accessed from the main floor living space. In summer, it’s an extension 
of the living room: the Markses spend a lot of time relaxing, entertaining and playing out here. 
ABOVE: Although the walls in Wyatt’s room are the same as his brother’s, his colour scheme is 
slightly different, so both boys have distinct spaces of their own. 

Continued on page 52

519.884.4901 
39 Northfield Drive West 
Waterloo, ON N2L 4E6

info@northfieldtrimanddoor.ca

We are your Interior Trim, Door
& HardwareSpecialists

www.NORTHFIELDTRIMANDDOOR.ca

Family Owned & Operated Since 1967

www.mantelsplus.com
96 Rankin St., Waterloo   519-746-5355 

Gas Fireplaces & Custom Cabinetry
Mantels • Bars • Entertainment Centres

519.664.1887
4 Hachborn St., W. St. Jacobs ON

www.redwindstudio.ca
Mon -Tues: Closed or By Chance • Wed - Sat: 10-5 • Sun: 12-5

Where Furniture Is Restyled, Repurposed, Redefined. 

Hand Painted Furniture • Custom Work • Home Décor  
Workshops • FAT Paint Retailer
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LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
• Acorn Stair and Railing • Barzotti Woodworking Ltd. • C. Frede 

Design Inc. • Dalton Carpentry • Distinctly Patio • Gibson’s Home 

Furnishings • Golden Windows Ltd. • Granitworx • Mantels Plus 

• Marks Supply Inc. • Northfield Trim & Door Inc. • O’Malley Homes 

• Patene Building Supplies • Paton Bros Ltd. • Seiling’s Red Truck 

Roofing • Snugglers Furniture • TA Appliances & Barbecues • The 

Carpet Store • Walter Brubacher

The home was built and done in 
under four months.

“It went really smoothly,” says Jon. The 
weather worked in their favour and there was 
no other construction on the quiet street.

Because they only lived a couple of blocks 
away, Rich says he would drop in to help 
during construction any way he could. “My 
brother would meet me here with a six-pack 
and we would sweep up,” he says – anything 
to help out. They did what they could to 
contribute to the project and the timeline.

Now, the two boys play hockey on 
their backyard rink in the winter and pick 
raspberries from the 30-foot long bush 
that was able to spread far and wide on the 
empty lot in summer.

The Markses love to spend time on their 
back deck, which walks right out from 
their kitchen. 

The home turned out beautifully, 
inside and out and Taylor and Rich 
were right: it’s perfect for their family. 
Perseverance pays off.  OH

The master en suite has a quiet elegance in soft 
greys. BELOW: Rich and Taylor’s master bedroom is 
simple and serene – a calm space all their own.  

Store | 30 Weber St N, Waterloo ON N2J 3G6 | 519-746-4268
Warehouse Design Centre | 266 Marsland Dr, Waterloo ON N2J 3Z1

snugglersfurniture.com

Proudly Supporting Canadian 
Manufacturing for 43 Years!
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