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ABOVE: These open stairs are made from 
300-year-old elm. TOP: The tall front door 
welcomes visitors to this beautiful rustic abode. 
LEFT: Both the main living space and the master 
bedroom walk out to this stunning backyard 
space, which features a double-sided fireplace, 
conversation area and a hot tub.
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The owners purchased 10 acres south of Cambridge in 2002. They 
dreamed about the home they would eventually build there and, after 15 
years, one child and lots and lots of thinking and planning, their dream 
finally came true. 

Every detail and finish was carefully considered. The homeowner 
has an obvious passion for decorating and finding just the right items 
to complete every space in her home, which is why she helps other 
people do the same through her company, Rustic Charm Décor. She 
also turns to local décor stores, including her friends at Next Time 
Around, to help source items she can tailor to her space.

AAll great homes are built on a groundwork of love – it’s what makes 
any house a home. But not everyone can say their home is literally 
built on love. 

From the ground up, the homeowners of this rural property were 
determined to build their home on love – truly. When they laid the 
foundation for their new home, the homeowners inscribed the word 
“love” in the concrete. Now, when they tell the story of their home, they 
always tell people it was built on love.

Built by Breymark Homes in 2017, the home seamlessly combines 
new and old features, which play off what the homeowner calls “my 
California roots and his Canadian boots.” Continued on page 48

This dining room at the front 
of the home features a long 
harvest table and has access 
to the kitchen through a coffee 
bar and pantry space. 

This is the view of the great 
room from the front door and 
displays the homeowner’s love 
for design and décor perfectly 
– every detail is carefully 
considered. The homeowners 
wrote personal notes and 
scriptures behind the drywall 
in each room to bless everyone 
who comes to visit.
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Under foot, 300-year-old elm wood floors span the entire main 
level of the home. Timber beams immediately set the rustic chalet tone 
the homeowners were after and are complemented perfectly by the 
double-sided stone fireplace in the great room, which looks out to the 
expansive patio space. 

Each stone in the fireplace was carefully hand-picked by the 
homeowners. It grounds the great room, which is open to the hallway 
above, as well as to the kitchen.

In the kitchen, the homeowners opted for a lighter look, with white 
cabinetry and a blue painted eat-in table and chairs. Leathered granite 
counters, stainless steel appliances and a beautiful wood range above 
the extra-wide stove finish the space. Guests can perch themselves on 
tractor stools while they sit at the nine-foot island. 

A coffee bar just off the kitchen leads to the formal dining room as 
well as the dual mudroom and laundry room, which help organize gear 
as the family comes in and out of the home. 

The homeowner loves the laundry sink in particular – her husband 
asked her to find a mudroom sink but “little did he know what he 
was in for,” she laughs. She found an old washtub at a nearby garage 
sale and her hunt was over. It wasn’t the vision her husband had in 
mind, but it works!

The dining room has a distinct French country feel, while still 
achieving elegance. Tall windows let light in from the front yard, 
highlighting the harvest table and rustic chandelier. Continued on page 50

In the kitchen, the homeowners balanced a mix of rustic wood 
accents and country white cabinetry. Tractor stools top off the 
look at the island. TOP LEFT: The large stove with its custom 
range hood is a showstopper in the kitchen. BOTTOM LEFT: 
The homeowner has an affinity for painted furniture, such as 
the dining table and chairs in the eat-in kitchen.
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The master suite and their young son’s 
bedroom are both on the main floor. 

Their son is an avid BMX rider and his 
room reflects his love for the sport, plus other 
outdoor activities – perfect for a young teen.

His parents’ room, across the hall and 
beyond a large powder room, continues the 
home’s French country rustic charm. It also 
walks out to the back patio, so they have 
easy access to their hot tub from their room. 
They also have a private master bath with a 

statement rain shower framed in wood beams 
(“it’s amazing!” raves the homeowner) and 
a luxurious soaker tub that looks out over 
their property.

Two spare bedrooms, plus a den space, are 
located upstairs. The homeowners call their 
den “the loft,” and it’s a casual space to relax 
or watch television. The original plans for the 
home have been framed and hung on the wall 
in place of art.

As for the spare bedrooms, first comes the 

ABOVE: No window coverings required at 
this rural property. Just beautiful landscapes 
and stars. RIGHT: The master bathroom has a 
soaker tub looking out to the backyard, as well 
as a dressing space and access to the walk-in 
closets. BELOW: Wood accents even make 
an appearance in the master bath, including 
framing out the rain shower.

Continued on page 52

Creating a sight to be seen...
Family owned since 2013

YEAR ROUND 
PROPERTY SERVICES
Lawn Maintenance

Fertilization
Aeration/Rolling Mulch
Stonework & Interlock

...and more!519.575.1235
Tercerservices@hotmail.com

519.772.6937
87 Peel St., New Hamburg 
www.kathiejordandesign.com

519.900.2034
150 Victoria St. South, Kitchener

www.arthaus150.com

Mon - Fri 10am - 5pm | Sat -10am - 4pm | Sun - Closed

CUSTOM DRAPERY

UPHOLSTERY

ORIGINAL ART 

HOME DECOR & CONSULTING

CUSTOM PAINTING

CUSTOM FURNITURE   

ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE

...and much more!

Interior Design

Vintage Retail Store

Two great stores with 
so much to offer...

UPGRADE  
YOUR VIEW

REMODEL  •  REPLACE  •  RETHINK

Let us inspire you.  
Visit us at 2236 Shirley Dr. Kitchener 

 519-578-3938 | bavarianwindows.com

Bavarian_HalfPg_ad.indd   2 2/24/2014   11:42 AM

Your Exclusive Local Dealer

50  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 8

home & builder



“shabby chic room” where the homeowner’s 
mother stays when she visits from California. 
Decorated in a happy palette of pale yellow, 
white and seafoam green, the room is sweet 
and inviting. The homeowner incorporated 
vintage suitcases into the room, along 
with furniture from both the homeowners’ 
childhoods, which have been refinished to 
create a cohesive set. 

Down the hall is the “denim room,” which 
the homeowner describes as a bit more 
masculine, although it doesn’t sacrifice fun and 
cosiness. Plaid, denim and pops of red finish 
the space, which is also used as a home office. 

Continued on page 54

LEFT: The “shabby chic” spare room is feminine and 
pretty. ABOVE: The homeowners’ son’s bedroom 
has a bit of a wintery cabin feel to it, with lots of 
sports memorabilia and mementos. BELOW: The 
homeowners call this spare room “the denim room.” 

More Details at: www.theartofhome.ca  |  519.621.9237

THE ART OF HOME IS EXPANDING!
WE HAVE LOVED OUR MAIN STREET LOCATION FOR 6 YEARS. AS WE LOOK TO THE FUTURE, 

WE ARE EXCITED TO SHOW YOU A BIGGER & BETTER HOME + LIFESTYLE SHOP!

SEE YOU AT 11 AINSLIE STREET SOUTH!
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The homeowner combed through junk 
yards and antique stores to find just the right 
pieces to finish off her home’s décor, many of 
which they refinished to achieve just the right 
look. Similarly, many other pieces of furniture 
and décor are family heirlooms, so they hold 
special meaning. 

A year after completion, everything in this 
home falls into place – and you can see it up 
close and personal. This home will be part 
of the Jolly Holly Festive Tour on Saturday 
November 10th and Sunday, November 11th, 
2018, organized by the Imperial Order of the 
Daughters of the Empire Preston chapter. It 
will be decorated and staged for the holidays 
by the team at Next Time Around and finished 
with love by the homeowner.  OH

ABOVE: The homeowners use this 
mudroom space to corral all their 
shoes, coats and outdoor gear. TOP 
RIGHT: On the other side of the 
room, the main-floor laundry is easily 
accessible and charming, complete with 
a galvanized laundry tub.

The original plans for 
the home hang on the 
wal l as artwork.  

6th Annual 
Christmas Revealed Event 

 Saturday, November 3rd • Doors Open at 10am 

Mid-High End Furniture & Decor on Consignment
10,000 sq. ft. of Showroom Space
376 Hespeler Road, Cambridge

519.740. 6398 (NEXT)

Monday-Friday 10-6, Saturday 10-5

519.208.4438
181 Park Street Waterloo, ON 
www.giftedwaterloo.com

Gifted Waterloo is your go-to store for unique, beautiful 
and practical gifts, home decor and paper goods in the 

Waterloo Region. We also proudly carry a number of 
locally handmade items. Stop in to see all the wonderful 

things we’ve filled our little shop with! 

GIFTS • HOME DECOR • PAPER GOODS & MORE

UpTown Gallery is inside The Shops at Waterloo Town Square

75 King Street South, Waterloo, ON,

www.uptowngallerywaterloo.com

in the Heart of the City
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