
family-friendly
LIVING
WITH ACTIVASTORY ADRIENNE BROWN

PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

Open-space living starts in 
the kitchen in this Activa 
model home in Kitchener.
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Activa is Waterloo 
Region’s largest and 
most active home and 
community builder. 

The company builds in a wide variety 
of neighbourhoods and prides itself 
on contributing so much more than 
houses to each one.  

One of Activa’s cornerstone promises is 
“to keep in mind how you and your family 
really live.” It’s not just what’s on your lot 
that matters – it’s what’s within steps of 
your property, too. “Parks, pathways, roads, 
schools, and green space are all important 
puzzle pieces that shape where and how we 
build,” they say.

1Locations, locations, locations 
Activa is building in seven different 
communities in Kitchener and 

Waterloo, so no matter where you’re 
looking, they have a spot for you. 

2One size does not fit all 
From 800 sq. ft. single bedroom 
condos to 4,000 sq. ft. family homes 

on large lots, Activa has options that will 
appeal to all types of home buyers, from 
single young professionals to young 
couples, growing families, large families and 

couples who are downsizing. “It’s important 
for us to offer choice to our homeowners, 
to accommodate the growing needs of our 
region and its residents,” says Flanagan. 

3Different price points within 
neighbourhoods 
“For example, in our master-

planned Doon South community you 
can find towns, semis and 30-foot to 
45-foot single detached homes ranging 
from $400,000 to over $1 million,” says 
Flanagan. 

JESSICA FLANAGAN, ACTIVA’S MARKETING MANAGER,
HELPS EXPLAIN WHY ACTIVA’S HOMES ARE IDEAL FOR
FAMILIES OF ALL TYPES:

“IT’S IMPORTANT 
FOR US TO OFFER 
CHOICE TO OUR 
HOMEOWNERS, TO 
ACCOMMODATE THE 
GROWING NEEDS OF 
OUR REGION AND 
ITS RESIDENTS.”

Continued on page 49

A double-sided fireplace separates the dining room 
from this great room with soaring ceilings, both 
of which are also open to the kitchen. OPPOSITE: 
Built-in storage and serving space completes this 
dining room.
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4A variety of configurations 
“No two families are the same, so 
we make sure that there are plenty 

of options for our homeowners at every 
stage of life,” says Flanagan. That means 
different models and floor plans, and 
different options for finishes and details 
within each of those floor plans.

5Floor plans to fit every lifestyle 
“Many of our plans also have 
pre-planned options that you can 

choose from, such as upstairs laundry 
rooms, luxury en suites and the ability 
to add or subtract bedrooms based on 
family needs.” Make your home work for 
you exactly as you need it to.

6Pick your materials 
When homeowners meet with 
the Activa Design Studio experts, 

they’re presented with an assortment 
of high-quality finishes and materials to 
choose from. “From flooring, countertops, 
faucets, lighting and everything in 
between, it’s these little details that turn a 
house into a home,” says Flanagan.

Continued on page 50

His-and-hers sinks, a soaker tub and a luxurious glass 
shower make this the ultimate master bath retreat. 
OPPOSITE, TOP: The main-floor laundry room has been 
combined with a mudroom in this model. BOTTOM 
LEFT: A cosy little work nook with built-in desk means 
computers, papers and to-dos have a dedicated space so 
they don’t end up on the dining table or kitchen island. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: No family home is complete without a 
spacious master bedroom.
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7Classic, trendy and functional at 
the same time 
“We’re always improving the designs 

of our homes, altering them to better 
match with customer preferences and 
what’s trending in the design world,” says 
Flanagan. However, with years of experience 
under their belts, they also know what 
works and what doesn’t and can offer a 
wealth of suggestions on picking the right 
home for you.

8Community-minded 
“Your home doesn’t end at your front 
door,” says Flanagan, adding Activa 

is not just a home builder, it’s a community 
builder. The company’s visions include “a 
livable master-planned community filled with 
parks, trails and other amenities that make 
your family thrive.”

9They give back 
Through the year, Activa partners 
with local Waterloo Region non-profit 

organizations such as Habitat for Humanity, 
Family & Children Services, KidsAbility and 
Hockey Helps the Homeless in an effort 
to reinvest in the community. “We are 
committed to making the region a better 
place for every family to call home,” says 
Flanagan. Continued on page 52

In addition to the finished basement, perfect for 
entertaining and lounging, the Lakeview also has a 
large loft space which would make a fantastic den, 
home office or games room. BOTTOM: Pretty in 
pink, this bedroom has been styled as a nursery – 
and it’s anything but tiny. 

519.669.1445
www.rmwexteriors.com • sales@rmwexteriors.com 

Quality You Can See

30 Years Experience With A Strong Reputation For High Quality Superior Craftsmanship
Siding • Windows • Doors • Soffit • Fascia • Eavestroughs • Architectural Mouldings & Trims

Columns • Railings • Shutters • Decking • Wood Siding Specialists

We proudly serve all of Southwestern Ontario, including areas such as: 
Elmira, St. Jacobs, Conestogo, Kitchener-Waterloo, Cambridge, Guelph, Burlington, Oakville, and London

Visit Our Showroom For 
The Latest Flooring Trends

519.884.9131
274 Marsland Drive Waterloo

www.richcraftinteriors.com

Showroom Hours
Monday - Wednesday: 8:00am - 5:00pm

Thursday: 8:00am - 7:00pm
Friday: 8:00am - 5:00pm

Saturday: Closed
Sunday: Closed

Hardwood • Tile • Stone • Vinyl Plank • Laminate • Carpet
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THE LAKEVIEW
The model shown here is sold in 
two of Activa’s largest communities, 
Riverwood and Doon South. Flanagan 
says it’s a company and customer 
favourite – for good reason. 

• The open-to-above great 
room has immediate impact

• Over 3,400 square feet 
of living space

• Luxury finishes come standard

• Two-car garage

• En suites in every bedroom

• Open-concept style

• Built-in cabinetry and 
lots of storage

• A loft area and finished basement 
demonstrate how much living 
space there can be for a family

In this model, Activa tapped into its 
top trades for help with the essentials 
like heating, cooling and plumbing 
(Priority Mechanical Services Ltd. and 
Kastl & Zuch Plumbing & Heating 
Ltd.) to the standout features like 
the double-sided fireplace (Fineline 
Fireplaces) and the finishing touches 
(Living Lighting Kitchener, St. Jacobs 
Furniture House and custom pillows 
and curtains by Mary Jane Hofstede 
of It’s Curtains For You). Activa 
prides itself on using local trades and 
suppliers to help create the quality 
homes they deliver to customers.

“Each and every homeowner 
becomes part of our family when 
they purchase with Activa,” says 
Flanagan. “From the moment they 
step in to our sales centre to well 
past the closing date, we’re here to 
make sure the home buying process 
is full of excitement and delight.”

Visit the Activa sales centre in Riverwood 
to see the Lakeview model for yourself. 
90 Deer Creek Street, Kitchener.  OH

Bright and white, every 
space in this model has 
been decorated beautifully, 
including this bathroom. 
ABOVE: High ceilings and 
tall windows are the starting 
point for great bedrooms, so 
everyone gets a great space.

Helping you to create the highest return on your investment! 
Inter ior Decorating • Home Staging • Kitchen & Bathroom Design

Maureen Cage, C.C.S.P.

226.789.6594
rich_interiors@rogers.com

www.rich-interiors.org
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