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BACKfutureTO THE

TThe bones were good and so was the footprint, but the interior was like 
something out of “The Brady Bunch on steroids.” There were blue suede 
walls, green-and-red shag carpeting and mahogany wood panelling. 
It was like a time capsule, according to Drew Coulson of Coulson 
Design Build. But it was on a quiet cul-de-sac in one of the most sought-
after areas of LaSalle and although most people would have torn it down, 
the new homeowners were up for the challenge a total gut would present. 

ABOVE: The modern 
French country-style 
home was rebuilt from 
the ground up. RIGHT: 
Builder and designer 
Drew Coulson. TOP 
RIGHT: The massive 
arched entry door 
required special 
steel installers. The 
homeowner drove all 
the way to Ottawa to 
pick it up. It was the last 
handmade door by a 
local German artisan.

THE BUILDER
Known for both his creativity 
and extensive experience (20 
years of building and design 
work), Drew Coulson is on a 

mission. “I want to bring excellent design 
practices to every job I work on,” he says. 
“On this Tanglewood Project I produced 
two distinct designs for the clients to 
choose from. They ended up leaning 
toward a French country style and that 
informed everything, from the choice of 
doors and windows to the interior colour 
scheme.” Drew is an Amherstburg native 
and sees Windsor and Essex County as 
a great backdrop for the type of cutting-
edge design, green building techniques 
and artisanal workmanship that he believes 
takes a project to the next level.
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 THE HISTORY
The Tanglewood house was 4,000 
square feet of popular mid-century 
modern 1960s design trends. “It 
looked like an old school building,” 

says Drew. “It was very industrial, with mustard 
yellow aluminum capping over floor-to-ceiling, 
overlarge and inefficient windows, a flat roof and 
several dated steel elements.” The fact that Drew’s 
clients purchased the property from the original 
owners says a lot. It was perfectly preserved in its 
original state, making it, along with Oxley Winery, 
one of the biggest makeover jobs Drew’s company 
has taken on. 

THE DESIGN 
CHALLENGE
The challenge was huge. 
Everything had to go. “We 
were working with a shell,” 

says Drew. To get a sense of the magnitude 
of the project, Drew went in with all the 
trades and assessed the work in order to 
understand exactly what was involved. 
One of the biggest considerations was a 
large octagonal space in the centre of the 
original floor plan. “It looked like a MMA 
wrestling ring,” says Drew. “After we came 
to terms with that, we realized the entire 
house needed to be rebuilt from the inside 
out.” One of Drew’s design signatures are 
green roofs and whenever possible he likes 
to incorporate green elements into his 
designs, such as the several garden areas 
attached to this home. Once the design 
was approved, the demolition phase was 
massive. “We pretty much tore down 
everything, right to the exterior walls and 
the foundation,” comments Drew. 
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The kitchen has a unique quartz hood 
over the induction cooktop from Reis 
Appliance. The Hicks pendant lighting 
gives an iconic feel. BELOW: Three 
wood-beaded white chandeliers in the 
dining room were a dream come true 
for the homeowner. BOTTOM RIGHT: 
The mudroom has three sets of 
built-in lockers for ample storage. The 
herringbone slate floor accentuates 
the length of the hallway.

THE TEAMWORK
“The homeowners and I really hit it off,” says Drew. “The 
finished project is a reflection of our relationship and how 

well we designed together.” In fact, Matt and Leslie Biggley, 
the homeowners, are so passionate about design they have a 
design consultant business. You can follow their adventures 

on Leslie’s blog thelesliestyle.com where she shares the 
overhaul of each home she and Matt renovate, space 

by space. According to Drew, joint ventures with 
clients aren’t always easy to pull off, considering 

clients’ lifestyles and schedules, but in this 
case it was the guiding force behind 

the project – and it shows.
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I want to bring  
excellent design  
practices to  
every job I work  
on,“ Drew says. 
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THE SPECIAL 
FEATURES
Once the plan was 
decided on, the building 
reduced to a blank canvas 

and the trades on deck, the renovation 
began to take shape. It included a 
dramatic new roof, 16-foot vaulted 
ceilings done in shiplap, a unique 
herringbone tile pattern on the floors, 
wrapped beams and an insulated, steel 
entry door that required a custom steel 
crew to install. Done in bright white 
to enhance the light, there is custom 
millwork and carpentry throughout, an 
11-foot quartz kitchen island, several 
unique, custom-made fireplaces, a 
specially designed covered, stone 
entryway and attached garden areas. 
Drew also designed the perfect truss 
system to facilitate the homeowners’ 
vision of a massive open-concept 
space free of any support beams.
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TOP: The light and the height are the 
most dramatic elements of the new 
design. MIDDLE FAR LEFT: The striped 
marble tile in the shower is one of the 
homeowner’s favourite design choices. 
BOTTOM FAR LEFT: The custom-made 
sliding barn door maximizes space and 
adds a designer flair to the entry of the 
pantry. LEFT: The fireplace from Forest 
Glade Fireplaces is a great place to 
spend cold winter evenings. 

THE 
TRADES
Drew has 
a carefully 
curated group 

of trades that he treats with 
ultimate respect. “They 
make it happen,” he says, 
“and I work with the best 
in the business. They do 
everything to make people 
happy. Their work ethic 
is second to none and 
client satisfaction is top of 
their mind.”
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THE DREAM PROJECT
Drew has a strong passion for 

contemporary design. His dream 
projects are net-zero homes with the 

potential options of green roofs 
and full solar power. Some of 

his work can be seen at 
coulsondesignbuild.com. 
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ABOVE: The family room is in a different wing of the 4,000 square foot 
ranch-style home and was filmed for a TV show pilot. The custom-made 
oak mantel surround in the distinctive herringbone pattern was crafted by 
the homeowner’s brother Ben Biggley, a finish carpenter based on the east 
coast. LEFT: The fiberglass windows with a custom grill design are crafted 
to resemble a commercial-style steel window. The chandelier is 54 inches in 
diameter. The wood french doors create a flow of light while the farmhouse 
oak floors from Alberta give a rustic touch to an otherwise elegant room.

ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 9   |  5352  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 9

home & builder



THE DESIGN PHILOSOPHY
“We do everything above and beyond code,” 

says Drew. “We are a custom homebuilder and my 
hands-on construction experience and architectural 
background adds a layer of insight and awareness 

that gives our projects a special edge. It’s my 
personal goal to push the design envelope, 

incorporate green building practices 
and make every home as special as 

the people who live in it.”
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ABOVE: Sweet dreams are guaranteed in this 
charming child’s bedroom. TOP RIGHT: The 
master bedroom is minimalistic and elegant with 
its tailored bed and relaxing colour scheme. The 
trunk at the end of the bed is from Dusty Loft 
Antiques & Collectibles. RIGHT: The free-standing 
cast-iron tub is a nod to times gone by, as is the 
steamer trunk style of the vanity. 

THE HOMEOWNER SPEAKS
“We had a huge renovation vision for the Tanglewood home, which 
had sat for years unsold on the market. We loved homes that Drew 
both designed and built and asked him to look at this home we were 
thinking of buying and renovating. Drew not only agreed but showed 

up with a crew of trades to inspect everything from the roof, to the mechanical to the 
basement. Most builders don’t want to deal with the extra headaches of renovations 
but Drew never hesitated. Drew’s vision for the transformation of the home was the 
first reason we hired him. It was amazing to watch the process unfold and spectacular 
to live inside. Every time we welcome people into the home they are just blown 
away. It’s so rare to meet people who aren’t scared off by a challenge and have the 
knowledge and expertise to pull off your wildest dreams.”  OH
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"Today's market demands a 
hard-working professional. My 
no-nonsense work ethic will get 
you moving. "
 

 

Sales Representative

www.larrypickle.com

 519.791.9091

 

Call Larry Today!

Direct

WINDSOR   |  519-735-2229 LEAMINGTON    |   519-326-8585

NAPOLEON     WEBER     KAMADO JOE     GREEN EGG

AnnouncingFGF  Grilling  StudioYour BBQ headquarters!
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