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1Bone Structure is a Montreal 

company that designs, develops 
and manufactures structural-steel 

buildings for commercial and residential 
buildings. Lightweight steel is pre-cut 
to precision in the Montreal factory and 
shipped to site, allowing builders to 
fasten the pieces together like an oversize 
Meccano or Lego project.

2Holly and Gordon Stone of Stone 
Custom Homes have been building 
custom homes for over 20 years. 

Gordon holds a Bachelor of Landscape 
Architecture from the University of 
Guelph, and a Master of Architecture 
from The University of Oregon. The pair 
worked in Oregon for a number of years 
before moving to the Georgian Bay area, 
where they had come to ski. 

3The house is homeowners Paul 
and Gwen’s first build. “What first 
impressed us about Bone,” says 

Paul, “were the large windows, the open 
concept, the simplicity of design and its 
sustainability. We were also impressed 
by the pride and passion displayed by 
the Bone people. That, combined with 
the professionalism, integrity, and track 
record of the Stone team, sold us on 
the concept.”

5The Bone system provides an 
extremely energy-efficient home. 
Using an integrated design shell 

that combines expanded polystyrene 
panels and closed-cell polyurethane foam 
insulation, the shell design can reduce 
energy costs by up to 90 per cent.
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When Paul and Gwen Williams were ready 
to leave their Toronto century home and make The Blue Mountains 
their permanent residence, they wanted a new build they could move 
into within the year. It had to be something contemporary, comfortable 
and easy to maintain. They approached Gordon Stone at Stone 
Custom Homes to provide a design. Not only has Stone built some 
of the most prized homes in the region, but his company earned 
designation as an authorized builder of steel Bone Structure homes. 

The Williamses’ Monterra address is Stone’s second Bone Structure 
build. The patented all-steel building design allowed them to create 
something unique, open-concept, and modern while staying on-budget 
and on an accelerated timeframe – 12 months from the beginning of the 
design process to move-in day. 

“Building a new custom home can be a daunting experience,” Paul 
explains, “When I look back at the planning and design work that went 
into the home, down to the smallest detail in the mudroom, before we 
even had a spade in the ground, it is amazing.” The couple have created 
a gorgeous, contemporary, long-lasting home. 

The strength and integrity of its steel structure is equal to the 
strength of community that they’ve found in The Blue Mountains.

25 POINTS ABOUT THIS 
HOME’S CONSTRUCTION

The Williamses’ home is 
stylistically modern with touches 
of traditional. From the exterior, 
traditional wood siding is offset 
with cement siding and modular 
architecture. A large glass garage 

door also emphasizes the 
home’s contemporary 

nature.

4

Continued on page 106
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9The 100 per cent recyclable 
galvanized steel posts and 
beams are pre-cut using the 

same technology that is used for 
manufacturing parts of aircrafts and 
automobiles.

10Bone Structure 
buildings alleviate the 
risk of budget overrun 

and waste on the construction site 
due to their preciseness in design. 
This precision allows for everything to 

happen on an accelerated timeframe; 
a trained crew of five workers can 
assemble up to 1,000 square feet of 
insulated structure per day.

11“What impresses 
us about the home, 
day-to-day, is its 

comfort. To be able to sit in our 
great room, with the fireplace on, 
reading and watching the sky move 
in, and change all around us – it’s 
impressive,” says Paul.

6Modern homes in Oregon inspired 
Holly and Gordon to bring a 
contemporary vision to The Blue 

Mountains. After discovering Bone 
Structure, they were impressed by the 
company’s professionalism, innovative 
system, creativity and ability for rapid 
builds. Stone Custom Homes is now 
the region’s authorized builder of Bone 
Structure.

7Steel fabrication abolishes the 
need for load-bearing interior 
walls, which allows for large, 

open-concept designs and floor-to-
ceiling windows.

8Homes built with steel avoid risk 
of mould and wood rot and can’t 
be damaged by water or pests, 

or be susceptible to catching on fire 
and burning.

The great room draws guests 
in with its two-story height 

and gorgeous windows that 
look out onto the fifth 

hole of Monterra 
Golf Course.

13

Sadie, the Williamses’ 
Australian Shepherd, 

enjoys chasing any errant 
golf balls that roll 

into the yard.

12

Continued on page 108

Gordon Stone of 
Stone Custom Homes
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17Paul and Gwen wanted 
to live on one floor, so 
everything they need is on 

the main floor of the home; the great 
room, kitchen and dining room, as well 
as a beautiful master bedroom (including 
an inspiring walk-in closet and en suite), 
mudroom/laundry room and two-
piece washroom.

19Steel cross bracing is part 
of the structural design of 
exterior walls of all Bone 

buildings, and homeowners that enjoy 
the industrial look have the option of 
exposing this steel frame with a glass 
peek-a-boo feature. Gordon Stone 
hopes to introduce this modern and 
creative feature-wall option in one of his 
team’s builds.

16Stone Custom Homes 
provides an all-
encompassing package 

for custom builds. Specialized services 
include architectural design, construction 
project management, interior design, 
furnishings, electrical fixtures, lighting and 
décor and landscape design. This allows 
customers to collaborate closely with one 
team in all aspects of a home build.

14From the signing of the 
contract with Paul and Gwen 
Williams for their custom 

home, to move-in day was a 12-month 
timeframe. That’s practically unheard of 
with traditional construction methods.

15Holes and tracks inside 
the beams allow wiring 
for electrical systems, 

entertainment systems and air ducts to 
punctuate into the steel shell, cutting out 
the need for drilling, nails or bulkheads.

Light and pale neutrals combine 
with extraordinary natural light 
exposure for an organic flow 
throughout the home. Subtle 

touches of black contrast the pale 
neutrals, like the black window 

trim against ivory walls, to 
accentuate the home’s 

modern class.

18

Continued on page 110
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20“We wake up each morning and open our eyes 
to the garden and the trees. It’s a nice way to 
begin the day,” says Paul. 

21Paul and Gwen share some of the positive 
aspects of relocating to the region: “A lot 
of our friends are looking to move to the 

Blue Mountain area. They’re looking for an active lifestyle 
and to belong to a community, which isn’t always easy to 
find in a large city. Last fall, Gwen and I were invited to a 
fundraising dinner for the Georgian Bay Hospice. So many 
of our neighbours turned out for the event that one of our 
neighbours arranged a bus to and from the dinner. There 
certainly is a heightened sense of community in the Blue 
Mountain area.”

Paul and Gwen 
inherited Paul’s mother’s 

collection of Royal 
Doulton pirate 

Toby jugs.

22

Continued on page 112
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23Bone’s steel-spine 
integrated staircase 
combines the industrial 

nature of the home with its pale-
toned, neutral and organic interiors.

Continued on page 114
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24In the upper level family room, three vertical 
window panels overlook the great room, a 
compromise between natural light, openness 

and cosiness.

25The Williamses liked that they could take 
advantage of a concept and process developed 
by a global company – Bone – but also work 

with a local builder who studied architecture. “Gordon and 
his team listened to us and adapted the Bone concept and 
design to fit our needs. This was very important to us and 
speaks to the flexibility of the Bone process,” says Paul. The 
Stone team’s attention to detail and local presence continued 
to surface, well after the build was complete. “Six months 
after we moved in, our niece stayed in our home while we 
were away. I asked Gordon if she could call him if she had 
any problems. No problem, Gordon said. Sure enough, the 
garage door stopped working. A quick call to Stone and they 
were able to get it working again right away.”  OH

Arrangement by Paperwhite Flowers.

Steve’s Masonry is a team 
of master stone masons, well 
respected and sought after for 
their custom interior and exterior 
stone work as well as one-of-a-kind 
fireplaces. We will exceed your 
expectations in achieving unique 
results in building projects of any 
scale. Steve’s Masonry has served 
the builders and home owners of 
Collingwood, Blue Mountain and 
surrounding area since 2004 with 
a commitment to providing the 
highest quality stone work and 
customer service for our clients. 
 

705-441-6803        
www.stevewallmasonry.com

Put our passion to work for you.
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LOCATED AT GREY RD. 4 MAXWELL

Hours: Mon-Fri: 9:00 am - 5:30 pm
Sat: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm (Closed Sundays)

www.therustystar.ca | (519)-922-2010 | therustystar@live.com

Solid Wood Mennonite Furniture & Country Home Decor

705.888.1300
duggansmechanical.com

Excellence with Integrity

Furnaces & Air Conditioners
Tankless Water Heaters

Boilers & Gas Pipes
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