
THERE IS SOMETHING TO BE SAID FOR LIVING IN A 
HOUSE BEFORE UNDERTAKING A MAJOR RENOVATION. 
AFTER A DECADE OF CALLING THEIR 1970s BUNGALOW 
HOME, THIS FAMILY OF THREE KNEW EXACTLY WHAT 
THEY WANTED. THE RESULT IS BREATHTAKING INDOOR 
AND OUTDOOR SPACES THAT REFLECT THE FAMILY’S 
LOVE OF NATURE AND ENTERTAINING.  

A NATURAL
SETTING
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An open concept main-floor living 
and dining area offers space for 
both formal and more relaxed 
entertaining, including room for 
a full-size pool table from Family 
Recreation Store.
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PPerched along the Grimsby escarpment, this 
home projects a ranch vibe with its brick 
and timber exterior, natural stone steps and 
exposed porch truss. It looks grounded and 
handsome, but it belies what waits beyond 
the front door.

“You can’t beat this location. We both 
grew up in the country but we love the 
convenience of being near town,” the 
homeowner explains. “Once we decided we 
were never moving, we wanted to really make 
our mark here.”

The renovation started as a kitchen 
makeover and small sunroom addition, but 
evolved into something more significant. It 
took more than a year of construction and 
included extending the living area, opening up 
walls and roof lines, redoing floors throughout 
the main and lower levels and a full kitchen 
and bathroom renovation. Karen Shearim 
from Barnard & Speziale steered the 
interior design.

Upon entering the home, a sunken round 
living room reveals itself. Vaulted ceilings 
and the original stone fireplace draw you 
into where you can view both the wooded 
escarpment behind and Lake Ontario in front. 
The side of the house was extended here and 
now flows effortlessly into the open-plan 
kitchen, dining, family room and outdoor 
entertaining area.

Connection with the outdoors was high 
on the family’s priority list. This has been 
achieved to stunning effect through the 
sunroom extension. It features a custom 
industrial black anodized aluminum curtain 
wall with tempered glass and open flat doors 
by both IBG Canada Ltd. and Clegg Glass.

Cement tiles from Aristocrat Floors of 
the World run the length of the sunroom 
and continue in a herringbone layout to 
the outdoor patio.

A sound system by Gibbys Electronic 
Supermarket and motorized insect screens 

ABOVE: The main floor bathroom features a mix 
of traditional and timeless touches. TOP: The 
sunken, rounded living room is set up for more 
formal entertaining. 

LEFT: The updated facade with natural stone and 
wood beams help this home blend with its escarpment 
setting. ABOVE: Barnard & Speziale designer Karen 
Shearim. BELOW: A view from the living room into the 
expanded kitchen and sunroom addition. Dining table 
custom-built by W.L. Daboll.

Karen Shearim

Continued on page 46
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that double as exterior shades by Girgenti Custom Window 
Treatments surrounding the patio complete the outdoor room feel.

“We entertain a lot and really love the outdoors,” the homeowner 
says. “We wanted to celebrate this beautiful property and enjoy the 
outdoors in any season. Now we get the advantage of living close to 
nature all year round.”

The large timber beams by W.L. Daboll are an ideal architectural 
element for the casual contemporary nature of the space. Along with 
the interior sunroom walls, they echo the trunks of the trees beyond. 
Black metal-bounded glass frames the view of the escarpment and 
landscaping by Verdalife Landscaping. 

“We love the constant change of the seasons. It brings a renewal,” 
the homeowner says. “Now that the majority of our living space is open, 
we feel that change. Sitting here, we see deer go by twice a day.”

The home has been transformed into the ultimate entertainment 
space with designs by ACK Architects that were brought to life by 
builder Fred Hendriks from Pride Homes.

The creation of three interior dining spaces and meal seating for 24 
people reflects the family’s love of entertaining perfectly. The spacious 
kitchen has an L-shaped peninsula with plenty of bar seating. There’s 
also a large island with a show-stopping waterfall top of Calacatta Gold 
Extra honed marble, and a large timber dining table. Continued on page 48

The kitchen is set up with 
seating for 12, making 
entertaining large groups a 
breeze combined with room for 
12 in the adjacent dining room. 
LEFT: Contrasting cupboards 
by Enns Cabinetry add visual 
interest while maintaining the 
neutral palette.
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Guests can easily gather in the open-concept dining spaces, two 
living areas with new fireplaces, the outdoor patio area, or kick 
back with a game of pool, the table by Family Recreation Store, 
in the sunroom.

“We were halfway through the planning and design process when 
we realized we should probably have someone help with the finishes,” 
the homeowner says. “Because there are no walls and it’s a totally open 
plan, we needed it to be cohesive.”

It was at this point they engaged designer Karen Shearim from 
Barnard & Speziale, who brought the space together.

“I came into the process quite a bit after the major design decisions 
had been made,” says Shearim. “The original house furnishings were 
quite traditional, even somewhat rustic, and the new addition was 
quite the opposite.”

While not trying to achieve a transitional style, Shearim created a 
cohesive interior with the homeowners’ choice of traditional elements 
and a selection of more modern yet timeless features.

“Karen really listened. She understood our style, how we like to live, 
and how we would live in the space,” the homeowners say. “And it came 
together perfectly.”

The walls throughout the spaces have been painted in Pashmina by 
Benjamin Moore to pair with the Sea Pearl kitchen cabinets, fitted by 
Enns Cabinetry. The marble island and kitchen backsplash are paired 
with Caesarstone bench tops.

Soft fabrics on the bar stools and dining chairs, along with the warm 
wood beams and oiled hardwood floors by Aristocrat Floors of the 
World, and glamorous light fixtures sourced by Barnard & Speziale, 
make the home inviting and comfortable, and define spaces.

ABOVE: The master bedroom is a relaxing space. TOP: A splash of colour 
creates a fun and comfortable childhood refuge.

Continued on page 50

Helping You Create the Ultimate Game Room

BILLIARDS . DARTS . GAMES & ARCADE . FURNITURE . INDOOR/OUTDOOR GAMES

25 Maywood Ave, St. Catharines | 905.641.0841 | familyrec.com
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LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
• ACK Architects • Aristocrat Floors of the World • Barnard & Speziale • Clegg Glass 

• Crystal Tile and Marble • Dimensions Carpet One Floor & Home • Enns Cabinetry • Family 

Recreation Store • Gibbys Electronic Supermarket • Girgenti Custom Window Treatments 

• IBG Canada • Lakeshore Living • Marty’s Heating and Air Conditioning • Plumbing Centre 

• Pride Homes • Tek Systems Group Inc. • Verdalife Landscaping • W.L. Daboll

The lower level was also freshened up with 
new wool carpets and tile from Dimensions 
Carpet One Floor & Home. A Lake 
Leopard stair runner adds both style and a bit 
of whimsy in the transition between floors.

“I think we were very successful in creating 
a cohesive and relaxed look that fused the 
original aesthetic with the contemporary 
structure,” Shearim said. “The entire home has 
a simple sophistication that will surely stand 
the test of time.”

In the bathroom, Enns lovingly restored 
the original cabinetry and a Caesarstone top 
was added. The eyecatching Candice Olson 
wallpaper complements the transitional style 
of the renovation.

“Good designers push you out of your 
comfort zone. They take the essence of who 
you are but make it so much better,” the 
homeowner says. “We didn’t want anything 
that popped or looked funky. We are quite 
traditional. However, we ultimately wanted 
it to be comfortable. We wanted people to 
come in and put their feet up, and that’s 
typically what they do.”

And there’s nothing better for a designer to 
hear than that, says Shearim.

“There is no better achievement than 
creating a space that is better than a client 
could’ve ever imagined and having them 
contact you weeks or even months after 
completion to tell you this,” she says.  OH

A view of the lower 
level rec room. 
BELOW: Escarpment 
views dominate the 
outdoor living space. 

FLOOR – Domus Porcelain

WALL – Carrara Marble

Your
bathroom

Aristocrat Floors
256 Bunting Road, St-Catharines

905 682-2672
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